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Moon Dance 
Film Festival

BY Tiffany Strain
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

see page 13

     The smell of popcorn filled the air and smiles greeted the faces of 
students as they walked through the doors of the Commons to attend the 
Moon Dance Film Festival put on by CAB. Even though the popcorn ma-
chine they rented set off the fire alarms in the Commons, the event still 
carried on, and they moved the machine outside.
     The Moon Dance Film Festival occurred Feb. 26 at 9 p.m. The two 
brains behind this event were Hayes Daughtery and Thomas Gray. Five 
videos were submitted to be judged by three judges: there was a music 
video, two dramas, one about a Frosty, and a recreation mashup of old 
Vines. The videos ranged from two to ten minutes long.
     Matthew Dickerson, a freshman member of CAB said, “We promoted 
this event mainly on social media. We had people start filming Friday 
night at midnight and then had them send it to our gmail address when 
they were finished.”
     The videos of each submission were played on a big screen while stu-
dents indulged in pretzels from Auntie Anne’s, freshly popped popcorn, 
candy, and ice cold beverages.
     “The pretzel was still warm when I got it; it was a nice touch,” said 
Molly Haire, who attended the event. 
     Haire was not planning to attend the festival but she was glad that she 
wound up going. The Commons was filled with her friends, the videos 
were very entertaining, and the food was great.

     Four awards were given away to the films. Best cinematography was 
given to Emily Senter. Senter received a trophy and a $15 gift card to 
Malco Grandview Cinema.
     “I really don’t know what cinematography is, but I had fun doing it,” 
said Senter.
     She directed and starred in the Vine video, titled “RIP Vine,” which 
was a crowd favorite. It took her a total of six hours over the course of 
two days to make her video.
     The award for best actor/actress was given to Allison Vaughn. She 
also got a trophy and a $15 gift card to Malco Grandview.
     The award for Best Director was given to the submission titled 
“Icarus” that left the crowd intently watching the screen and held onto 
every word. The director also won a trophy and a $15 gift card to 
Malco Grandview.
     The final award that was given away was for best picture. Mary Eliza-
beth Ballard won this award. She received a trophy and a $25 gift card to 
Malco Grandview.
     The Moon Dance was a great turn out and students already cannot 
wait for next year’s festival.

The Bank, 
New Brick Street Eats

BY Tamia Craft
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     At the late lunch hour, rain showered the bricks of Olde Towne. 
Chatter filled the air, pennies and other currency clung onto the bar 
counter, and photos from tombstones rested against the wall. “What 
you see is a lot of creativity and vision. We try to figure it out as we 
go along,” the owner of The Bank, Ryan Patrick said.
     In 1905, The Bank was not the pizzeria it is today. In 1905, The 
Bank was a real bank where money was deposited. The grandfather 
of Mary Beckman from Starkville, Miss., was the President and 
owner of the bank. Patrick found out the bank’s history from a MC 
yearbook. Patrick said he took the theme of the bank and incorpo-
rated into Clinton’s Pizza Shack. “We wanted a place in Olde Towne 
that looked like it fit in Olde Towne.” He said they did not want to 
take a 110-year-old building and just place a sign on it. He envi-
sioned The Bank to be a unique establishment, fitting for Clinton’s 
downtown area.
     Patrick lives in Madison with a wife and two dogs. Patrick said 
the floor, the ceiling, and the exposed walls are original and were re-
modeled by him and his friends. The bar and the table were fabricat-
ed by Midstate Glass Company in Clinton. “The Bank is somewhere 
you want grab a bite or go on a date in.”
     “Our goal is to be an essential part of the community,” Patrick 
said. He said that a big goal for The Bank was to attract MC stu-
dents. “I think that it’s a big goal for Main Street.”  Patrick said they 
have tested out trending pizza items, such as tater tot crusts, cauli-
flower crusts, and shrimp cocktail pizza. However, Patrick has not 
approved of all his innovative pizza concoctions. “We do not buy 
premade items and try to sell them. We want our pizza to taste really 
good.”
     Patrick discussed the inspirations behind the currency underneath 
the bar counter’s glass. He said the checks came from the Chamber 
of Commerce, the coins came from his wife’s grandfather’s coin 
collection, and some of the Euros are from his travels.
“We just got our liquor license, but we aren’t here to be a bar,” Pat-
rick said that if customers want a glass of wine or a cocktail he will 
serve them. The alcohol may be served during festivals or during 
events on the brick streets. Patrick said they will have a full bar, 
which caters to the customers’ wants.
     Laura Martin is a cashier and bartender at The Bank. “This has, 
by far, been my favorite job.” Martin said that the training process 
was not stressful because Patrick is professional. To Martin, every-
one at The Bank is welcoming and amiable.
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     As the owner, Patrick gets to eat all the Bank’s pizzas, but his 
favorite is the thin crust Uncle Ray Ray’s. “It’s almost like an h’or-
derves you’d get at a fancy party,” Patrick said with a laugh. Patrick 
has considered having secret menu items, such as Korean BBQ piz-
za and wings, but he said it is challenging training the staff on how 
to make the sacred menu items.
     “People ask a lot of questions about The Bank. They ask for 
the history of The Bank, and they ask about the rubbings from the 
Headstones Cemetery,” Patrick said. Down the road, Patrick would 
like to display local art that adds to The Bank’s décor. The Bank 
opened on Dec. 4 and is located on 200 W. Leake St. 
     For more information about The Bank, visit their website at 
http://www.pizzashackpizza.com/, find them on Facebook @the-
bankbypizzashack or call (601)-708-1708.



Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!
thebank by pizza shack
pizzashackpizza.com

601-708-1708

NOW OPEN!
BY Johnnie Smith 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
 Luke 9:23 - 24 Then Jesus said to all of them, “If 
anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow Me.”

     Do you carry your cross daily? For years, I thought 
about this verse and found myself asking what it meant 
to take up our cross daily. I believed that I was a fol-
lower of Christ, but I had no idea what Jesus meant by 
taking up my cross daily. Today, I would like to share a 
couple of thoughts on what it looks like to deny our-
selves and to carry our cross daily.
     What does Jesus mean when he tells us that in order 
to follow him, we must first deny ourselves? I believe 
Jesus is trying to tell us that we must forget about who 
we were before we accepted him and that we must be 
the person that he has called us to be. Ephesians 4: 22-
24 tells us, “22 to put off your old self, which belongs 
to your former manner of life and is corrupt through 
deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of 
your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after 
the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.” 
For example, in college, it could be easy during hard 
times to fall back to old temptations such as putting 
others before God or relying on alcohol or drugs to find 
peace. We must deny these old temptations and turn 
to God to find peace during troubling times. We must 
forget about our old sinful ways and the temptations that 
kept us down. 
     As followers of Christ, we are given forgiveness and 
are given a new life where we are called to live accord-
ing to God’s word. In order to fully give our hearts to 
Christ, we must deny those old sins and temptations the 
right to control our lives. We must let God have control 
of our lives and we should follow him wherever he leads 
us.
     Have you ever asked yourself what exactly did Jesus 
mean when he told his disciples to take up their cross 
daily and follow him? I personally believe that Jesus is 
just calling his disciples and us to serve him daily and to 
be a light for him in this dark world. For the disciples, 
this meant that they had to be willing to give up their 
lives to spread God's word. Fortunately for us, we only 
have to carry out acts of service and give up the sins that 
used to plague our lives. 
The Bible tells us on multiple occasions that we should 
go out and serve our Lord by sharing his word with all 
people or nations. Mark 16:15 says, “He said to them, 
‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation.’” We should pick up our cross daily and serve 
Jesus in whatever way he calls us to. Feeding the needy, 
sharing to a non-believer, going on missions, giving 
someone a ride, and praying for people in need are just a 
few examples of how we can carry our cross on a daily 
basis. Jesus is simply trying to remind us that in order to 
follow him we must take up our cross and be the disci-
ples that he has called us to be.
    Luke 9:23 is a verse that is simply reminding us 
what it takes to be a true follower of Christ. This verse 
reminds us of the sacrifices that we must make in order 
to follow Christ. We must be willing to serve God (carry 
our cross) on a daily basis. As Christians, we must also 
let God control our lives and deny our old way of life 
the control it use to have over us. Luke 9:23 is a great 
verse to remember and to share because it describes 
what God has called us to do.
     I pray that everyone has a great rest of the semester 
and I encourage you all to go out and serve God as he 
has called us to. God Bless!

CLINTON PRINTWEAR & TROPHIES

NOW OFFERING EMBROIDERY!

410 Monroe Street
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Phone: 601.924.9104
Email: buck4368@aol.com
www.clintonprintwear.com



BY Carlie Prescott
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     Spring Break: a time to get away from the hustle and bustle of school 
work and just relax… for most students, that is. For some, they are 
choosing to spend their break serving the Lord by going on mission trips. 
Students all across our campus and nation are choosing to spend their 
free time to glorify God. There are several mission trip opportunities 
from organizations on campus, local churches, and missionaries.
     The Mississippi College Baptist Student Union is going on three 
different mission trips over spring break: one to Panama City Beach, one 
to Massachusetts, and one in Jackson. It may initially sound strange to 
go on a mission trip to the most popular spring break destination in the 
South, but that is exactly why members of the BSU are going. They will 
have to opportunity to minister to hundreds of spring-breakers by giving 
them free van rides and acts of service. These seemingly simple tasks 
will provide a way for the gospel of Jesus Christ to be given to them. In 
Massachusetts, the BSU will be going to the city of Worcester and serv-
ing church plants and college campuses through outreach and evange-
lism. Those staying to serve in Jackson will be working alongside a local 
church plant and community ministries.
     One student who is spending spring break on the mission field is 
Logan Barnard. Barnard, along with five other guys - four MC students 
and one alumni - are traveling to Dubai in United Arab Emirates. Barnard 
said in Dubai, labor workers are basically treated as legal slaves, and 
all they have is what their bosses give them. The team will be hosting 
gatherings every night to bring them in and share Jesus with them. Some 
of the workers are Muslim, some are Buddhist, and some are Atheist. 
Barnard says the group will give an invitation to accept Jesus, and if the 
workers do accept, they have the opportunity to be plugged into a disci-
pleship group. “I’m super excited about it,” Barnard said.
     Another group who is choosing to serve God and people during spring 
break is a group from Grace City Church and Fondren Church in Jack-
son. The team of 13 is going to Cambodia and working with a ministry 
called The Hard Places Community. The Hard Places Community works 
with children that have been exploited through sex trafficking. Junior 
Emily Hankins is going on the trip, and she said they will be doing Vaca-
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Spring Break Missions - 
Who is Going Where?

tion Bible School activities in the mornings with about 150 children from 
the community. In the afternoons they will be going into the city and host 
camps for kids to perform plays, make crafts, and play games. Hankins 
says the ultimate purpose is to love the children and pour into the staff in 
Cambodia. Only 3 percent of people in Cambodia claim to be Christians, 
so they often feel alone in their faith because they have no one to disci-
ple them, according to Hankins. She adds, “I am very excited to see how 
God will use these 10 days!”
     Whether it be to a foreign country or to a local community, stu-
dents have found so many ways to serve others during spring break. 
Instead of using their time for themselves, they will be sacrificing 
their time to others.

New Tribe 
Presidents

     With the end of the school year fast ap-
proaching, the beginning of new leadership is 
taking place in clubs and tribes.
     The tribes have elected their new “big four” 
officers for the 2018-2019 school year. The 
“big four” consist of the president, the two vice 
presidents, and the Council representative.
     Camille Hood, the newly elected presi-
dent of Nenamoosha, says that she ran for 
president to see NT grow as a whole. “I 
want to see Nenamoosha grow in sisterhood, 
grow in Christ, and as our purpose states, 
prepare each girl to serve their community,” 
says Hood.
     The NT active has served on the officer 
body for two years. “One of my big goals is to 
work alongside our treasurer and service chairs 
to create a missions fund in NT to help fund our 
sisters going on mission trips,” says Hood.
     Caroline Burlingame, the new president of 
Laguna, says that she is humbled to have been 
selected to be in the position of president and 
“could not ask for a better group of women to 
walk alongside this next year.”
     “Through Laguna, I have learned about 
leadership, commitment, humility, and creativ-
ity in ways I never would have imagined,” says 
Burlingame. She commends Laguna for giving 
her “so many opportunities to learn about my-
self and grow emotionally and spiritually.”
     Kelsey Sanchez is the new president for 
Swannanoa. She says that ST gave her a place 
when she had “literally nobody” when she 
came to MC. “Swannanoa became a place 
where I was comfortable and where I felt 
known. It’s a place that has given me so much 
opportunity to develop as a leader over the past 
three years,” says Sanchez.
     Sanchez was one of the vice presidents 
this past year. “After pledging ended, I began 
thinking toward the future and realized that 
president was something that I was capable of, 
and even more than that, it was something that 
I could do to serve the group of people who 
loved me so well over the past few years,” 

BY Joelle Youngblood
REPORTER

says Sanchez.
     The new president of Chenoa is Jessica 
Coleman. Coleman says that being in a tribe 
is her “favorite part about being in college.”
     “The girls in this tribe make my day 
every day, and being the leader of this kind 
of community is something that I knew I 
wanted to be a part of in a big way,” says 
Coleman. 
     Her main goal for the actives in Chenoa 
during the new school year is “to grow in 
their walk with the Lord.” 
     “I honestly just want to see us all fall 
deeper in love with the Father and get to do it 
with our sisters by our side,” says Coleman.
     Kissimmee’s new president is Bailey 
Hebert. She says that close relationships are 
what influenced her to run for president. 
     “I decided to run for KT president because 
I became really close with our two presidents 
my freshman year, Melanie McCoy and Mary 
Heath, and I saw the way that they were able 
to love and serve the girls on their officer 
body,” says Hebert.
     The new president has three goals for KT 
during the next school year. “My goals for 
this next year are to lead the tribe in growing 
closer as a sisterhood; grow in our involve-
ment not only on campus, but in the Clinton/
Jackson community as a whole; and cultivate 
an environment for our officer body that al-
lows them not only to make an impact in KT, 
but in all areas of life,” says Hebert.
      The new presidents and other members of 
the “big four” will not officially take office 
until April, but they will be going through 
training to get them prepared to lead the 
tribes in the upcoming year.
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What You Need to 
Know About Grad 
School - A Psychology 
Perspective

P4

BY Caleigh Haynes
NEWS EDITOR

     Most students coming into college have dreams of obtaining jobs they 
have wanted for years -- whether that job is a therapist, a doctor, a pro-
fessor, or so many other possible professions, the way to get that job is to 
further your education through graduate school.
     What is graduate school? Going to graduate school means furthering 
your education and working towards a master’s degree, and for some, 
even means working towards a doctoral degree.
     For Amy Freeman, a senior Psychology major at Mississippi College, 
applying to graduate school was the next step in furthering her education. 
Although she has decided to take a year off before attending graduate 
school, she has a few tips for students interested in applying.
     “If you’re serious about wanting to get into graduate school, it’s really 
never too early to start researching, and with psychology there are a lot 
of options. That can be very overwhelming. I would keep in mind what 
interests you and find people in that field who can give you insight into 
what that career looks like, and ask if you can shadow them. Be honest 
about the questions you ask them. Ask them about the good, the bad, and 
the ugly sides of the profession,” Freeman said.
     A few tips from Freeman include:
     The more programs you apply to, the better. Most Ph.D programs in 
Psych accept less than 10 students per year. 
     Look at the research interests/projects of the faculty members of the 
programs you are applying to. A lot of times, programs will accept you 
based on whether or not your research experiences/interests match theirs. 
If you are applying to a PhD program, in most cases, research experience 
is key. 
     Be prepared to take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) more 
than once. Most programs require the GRE in order to apply, and higher 
scores usually fare better. 
     DO NOT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE, BRING YOUR PHONE 
INTO THE TESTING FACILITY (been there, done that).

     Applying to grad school is not cheap. Standardized testing fees, appli-
cation costs, sending your GRE scores, and requesting transcripts to be 
sent to the programs all add up very quickly. It’s not an exaggeration to 
say that it may be close to $100 per school you apply to.
      If there is one program you are particularly interested in, check out 
current/past students’ average GRE scores, GPA, and licensure rate. 
You’re going to want to know if this program is going to prepare you to 
pass your licensure examinations. 
     Each program differs in what they look for as far as scores, recom-
mendation letters, research experience, GPA, etc. The best thing I did to 
make sense of all of the differing requirements was to create a spread-
sheet to keep the information organized. 
The process takes longer than you realize, which is why I recommend 
you start early. 
     Be kind when requesting for recommendation letters. Be sure to ask 
for a “favorable” letter of recommendation. Send your resume to the 
person writing your letter. Provide them with a stamped envelope if nec-
essary. Do as much of the work for them as you can. Write them a thank 
you note. They are helping you immensely. 
     Ask for help. This process is not one that can be tackled alone. Go to 
career services; they are such an incredible resource when composing 
your personal statements/resume or vita composition, interview skills, 
etc.  
     Laurie Beth O’Daniel, a senior Psychology major at Mississippi Col-
lege, went a totally different route in applying for graduate schools.
     “I only applied for PhD programs, as opposed to doing Master’s 
programs first, and I accepted an offer from Mississippi State Universi-
ty to attend their School Psychology PhD program this upcoming fall. 
The competition was really stiff, especially because I was one of the few 
accepted that didn’t already have a Master’s degree.
     “I’m especially excited to go straight into it without having to get a 
Master’s first. The process to get accepted was the following: taking the 
GRE, getting three recommendation letters from professors, sending tran-
scripts, writing a resume, and writing a Statement of Purpose about why 
I feel I am qualified to join their program. I interviewed with MSU and 
Southern Miss for the same PhD programs, and while I loved both, I felt 
MSU was the best and the most desirable fit for me and my learning style.    
     The staff and current students were so welcoming, and I was extreme-
ly impressed with all their research and current projects.” O’Daniel said.
Applying to graduate school does come at a cost. Each school application 
costs about $75 total, including the $205 GRE, so it’s a pricey process. 
     “The whole process, from taking the GRE, to when the applications 
were due, to when I found out that I was accepted was about three months 
altogether. I’m so grateful that God has opened these doors, further af-
firming that this is His plan for my life,” O’Daniel said.

"GO BIG OR 
GO HOME"

BY Sadie Wise 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
     A.E. Wood Coliseum just got a whole lot brighter. On Feb. 9, two 
new scoreboards were installed in the Golden Dome at Mississippi 
College. The boards have been a long-awaited upgrade, as the old 
ones had been up for almost two decades. The old boards included 
basic functions like keeping score and time, but now, there’s almost 
nothing the new ones can’t do. 
     There were two brand-new scoreboards installed in the coliseum, 
but the biggest upgrade is the one on the east end of the gym. The 
board, which is made up of several smaller LED screens, measures 
16 feet tall by 26 feet wide and reaches across nearly the entire right 
side of the wall behind the goal, replacing the banners that once hung 
there. 
     David Nichols, the Assistant Athletic Director for Athletic Com-
munications at Mississippi College, explained that a new video board 
had been on the program’s “wish list” for a while, but it was just a 
waiting game when it came to funding. “We eventually had some 
people step up and say they wanted to help us out with this idea,” 
Nichols said. 
     Oscar Miskelly of Miskelly Furniture, and Bob Boyte of Bob 
Boyte Honda were two contributors in the funding of the new video 
board. Long time Athletic Director Mike Jones said, “Oscar was out 
here one day, and he asked me how big we were going to make it.” 
Jones said he told Miskelly that they’d make it as big as they could 
with the funding that was provided. It was then that Miskelly said, 
“We gotta go big or go home.” 
     “It took us about a year to get everything locked down on pricing, 
what we wanted, and how we wanted it, but once we did, we were 
finally able to pull the trigger,” Jones said. “We’re very thankful for 
Bob Boyte and Oscar Miskelly.” 
     As far as capabilities, the new video board can do a lot. “It’s a 
much more detailed board,” Nichols said. “We can keep up with the 
players who are in the game, how many points they’ve scored, and 
how many fouls they have.” Along with displaying more game de-
tails, the board also enables the program to run advertisements and 
show crowd interaction. “We have the capabilities to run just as much 

video as we want up there,” Nichols said. 
     Nichols also touched on the fact that the new board could be used 
as a recruiting tool. “We can bring recruits in, put their names up on 
the board, and make them feel welcome,” he said. Jones added that 
along with recruiting, the new video board will improve MC’s game 
day environment. “We haven’t even touched the tip of the iceberg 
with what it can do and what we can do with it,” Jones said. 
 
     Nichols and Jones both feel that the new board will give the 
basketball and volleyball teams an elevated home court advantage. 
“We just want to create a really good environment for our players, 
students, and fans,” Jones said. “When other teams come in here, it’s 
definitely a wow factor,” he added.
     Not only will this board be used by the Choctaw teams that play 
in A.E. Wood Coliseum, but there is potential for it to reach the 
MC student body along with the Clinton community, as well. “The 
thought is to eventually have movie nights in the coliseum using the 
new board,” Nichols said after explaining how they can transform 
the screen to play any type of video. “With the movie night idea, 
there are options for us to advertise them as fundraising events, it 
really does give us an opportunity to involve others,” Jones added.
     We could be seeing some more upgrades to the coliseum in the 
future. “The long-range goal is to improve the seating on the upper 
level,” Jones said.  As far as a timeline, there really isn't one. “All 
of these things are based on when we’re able to secure funds.” Jones 
explained that this applies to all the athletic facilities within the 
department, as they plan to renovate other facilities around campus 
in the future.  
     Both Nichols and Jones encourage the faculty, staff, and students 
of Mississippi College, along with the community to come out and 
see the new video board, and support MC’s student athletes.
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PLAYER PROFILE:
Madeline Campbell
Class: Freshman
Hometown: Rochester, Ill.
Height: 5’4

Photo & Article BY Anais Eliseeva
PHOTOGRAPHER

     “Run as long as you can, run for the peo-
ple who can’t run, and just keep going be-
cause it won’t be there forever,” said Made-
line Campbell, explaining her motivation. 
     She came to Mississippi College from 
Rochester, Ill., to study nursing and to run for 
Choctaws Track & Field team. “I was looking 
for a Christian school with really good nurs-
ing and running programs,” she said. 
     Campbell likes the culture and atmo-
sphere inherent in MC. “Everyone is very 
nice, friendly, and welcoming,” she said. 
“The classes are still pretty rigorous, but I 
know that in the future it will push me to go 
further.”
     Campbell enjoys running because it is a 
good opportunity to challenge herself both 
physically and mentally. “It really pushes you 
outside of your comfort zone,” she said.
     Even though Campbell studies in college 
far from her hometown, her parents try not to 
miss any of her meets which take place every 
two weeks. “It is so awesome because my 
home is 10 hours away,” Campbell said. “I 
don’t take it for granted.”
     Campbell found running in the sixth 
grade when her school started to promote 
this sport to students. “My mom said I 
should try it,” said Campbell. At first, run-
ning seemed too hard, but she “gradually got 
into it and really loved it.” Now, she runs 
about 50 miles a week.
     Besides running, Campbell used to do 
other sports. When she was younger, she tried 
gymnastics, soccer, basketball, and ice skat-
ing, but didn’t stick with any of those for a 
long time. 

     Of all her teammates, Campbell learned 
the most from two girls in high school. “Ellie 
and Kennedy were a year older than me. I 
admire their determination,” said Campbell. 
“They taught me about perseverance and 
inspired me to keep going.”
     “Running is a painful sport. It’s very 
much of a love-hate relationship for me and 
I will not be able to do this for my whole 
life,” she said, and added that there might 
be a point where she wouldn’t be able to run 
anymore, but until then, she will keep going.
     McKenzie Hargrove, one of Campbell’s 
friends and teammates, said, “We are pretty 
close; Madeline is my running buddy. She 
is very driven and enthusiastic but still very 
caring. She is willing to put in as much work 
as needed, in and out of practice, to make 
sure she is the best she can be.”  
     Indoor Track & Field season has just fin-
ished. “It went really well,” said Campbell. “I 
managed to break the school record in indoor 
3K [3,000-meter] track. I ran in 10.32 and 
was happy with that.” Now, she tries to figure 
out what event she wants to run outdoors. “I 
might run the 5K or 10K [5,000 or 10,000 
meters].”
     Campbell does not have any special 
pre-meet rituals, but she always eats little 
strawberry Newton cookies for quick energy 
before she runs. “Also, I always wear a bow 
for all my races,” said Campbell.
     “I’m thankful for my parents for always 
supporting me and coming to my meets,” 
said Campbell. “Also, I’m thankful for all my 
amazing teammates and coaches for keeping 
inspiring me.”

Mississippi College Baseball Team is on Fire, Winning 10 of Their First 12 Games

BY Corey Rholdon
SPORTS EDITOR

     The Choctaws baseball team has gotten 
off to a hot start. The team has won 10 of its 
first 12 games, including 4 against ranked 
opponents. Mississippi College needed to 
get off to a good start this season, especially 
after starting 2-17 at the beginning of last 
season. MC did turn their season around 
last year, finishing 20-28. Coach Haworth 
say the momentum of last year’s team car-
ried over to this season.
     “It was crucial; last season we were 2-17 
to begin the year, but our guys did turn ev-
erything around. This year we walked into it 
believing at the end of last year that we can 
win ball games, and we are good enough to 
be in this league,” said Haworth.
     A big reason for the Choctaws success 
has been their bats. MC currently has 8 
hitters batting over .300. “Our ultimate 
goal is to reach base, then to manufacture 
runs. If we are up 10 nothing, or down 10 
nothing; our guys are not allowed to look 
at the scoreboard, and we are supposed to 
manufacture runs every single inning,” said 
Haworth. 
     Mississippi College first baseman Blaine 
Crim feels comfortable knowing that if he 
gets on base that one of his teammates will 
bring him in. “I think everybody builds off 
of one another. We are seeing good pitches 
and we are not missing right now. I think we 
have a really good lineup; we are getting on 
base and letting the lineup work,” Crim said. 
     Crim has played third base most of his 
career at Mississippi College, but this sea-
son, Coach made a switch. Haworth decided 
to put Crim at first base and Billy Cameron 
at third. The switch has paid off, Cameron is 
hitting .400 with a team high 3 homeruns. 
“We are just trying to get all of best players 
on the field. Billy is a really talented third 
baseman with a lot of range,” said Haworth.
     “It is something we talked about coming 
in, and I know Coach really wanted me to 
play third, and Blaine is an incredible ath-
lete, so I don’t think the transition was with 
me. It was more with Blaine. He has handled 
it exceptionally well,” Cameron said.
     These Choctaws are a complete team 
because, while their offense is really good, 
their pitching staff has been dominant. MC 
has three good starting pitchers; Chris Cros-

by, Hunter Mullis and Zach Ingram. It’s not 
just their starters; the Choctaws’ bullpen has 
also stepped up and closed games.
      “Early on, when we faced Lindenwood 
College, we did not know how we were 
going to start those 3, but Crosby has really 
shown consistency on the mound and so 
has Mullis. Ingram had a banged up shoul-
der during the fall, so he has been trying 
to find himself on the mound. He has done 
that in his last two outings.” Haworth said. 
“Those guys have been getting us deep into 
the game, and letting our bullpen work 
because we have a pretty good bullpen, and 
that is why we are able to finish off games,” 
said Haworth.
     The baseball program has completely 
turned around from a few years ago. The 
team believes that is from their chemistry 
and selfless attitudes. “We have three stan-
dards that our guys live by, which are: faith, 
selflessness, and relentlessness. We are not 
going to be a selfish group of guys; we are 
going to take care of one another. We give 
our season to Christ,” said Haworth. “We 
have had two guys be saved this year. Coach 
Perez, our assistant coach, was baptized, and 
we have seen things changed in our pro-
gram, and that is what we want to see hap-
pen to other people,” Haworth said. 
     Crim has seen that change of culture on 
the field too, especially since his first year at 

Mississippi College. “Drastically, first year 
we could never really put it together, and we 
struggled that season. Last season I thought 
the same thing was happening when we 
started off 2-17 but something clicked. We 
had a culture change, and we started win-
ning. We wanted to transfer that over to this 
year, and it did,” said Crim.
     Coach Haworth does not want his 
squad to get complacent; he just wants his 
team to play Mississippi College baseball. 
“Don’t let success get into your head. We 
are out to prove that we are better than 
what we are. Once we get to a place that 
we figured it out, then we are going to 
start slipping and humbleness is going to 
set in. I think what we have to do is keep 
worrying about manufacturing runs, put-
ting 0’s on the board and doing the little 
things right, make sure we are doing this 
for Christ,” said Haworth.
     Cameron sees a lot of potential with this 
ball club. “We can’t try to do stuff too fast, or 
try to be players that we are not. We all have 
our role, and the time we hurt ourselves is 
when we get out of that role,” said Camer-
on. “This year we started strong, and we are 
going to finish strong too. I came here to win 
championships, and I really do believe that 
we have the team to do it,” said Cameron.
      Mississippi College will face Lee Univer-
sity in the GSC home opener on March 10.
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BY Damon Wright 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
     There is just something about spring time that gets everybody in 
a good mood. Whether it’s the changing of the weather, the exciting 
feeling of spring break, or even all the midterms we will all do great on 
(okay, maybe not those), one thing is for certain: Choctaw spring sports 
have started, and they have started hot. The baseball team is currently 10-
2, the softball team is currently on a two-game winning streak, and the 
men’s and women’s tennis teams are off to 4-2 and 7-0, respectively.
     The tennis team’s strong start can be attributed to the strong play of 
senior leaders on the teams, strong recruiting classes, and improvements 
from both 2017 squads. On the men’s side, senior captain Sanders Bar-
rick talks about the mental fortitude of the team that has carried them 
throughout this hot start: “It’s more mental because we have a bunch of 
seniors on our team; we have the skills and the seniors and just mentally 
being prepared and going out on the court and thinking we can win the 
match every time we are out there is a big thing for us,” said Barrick.
     The GSC is strong in tennis, holding three nationally ranked teams 
in West Florida (#1), Valdosta State (#5), and Auburn-Montgomery 
(#22), but Barrick’s expectations and goals remain high: “We have a 
great conference in tennis, and I think making it to the semifinals or 
finals in the conference would be a great achievement, and finishing 
third would be perfect … I think if we are third in the region we can 
make it to regionals.” Barrick, one of seven seniors on the team, has 
set selfless goals for himself and looks to leave behind an unforgettable 
legacy: “I just want to be a good leader for my team and I only play 
doubles, so just winning every doubles match and getting that point for 
my team is a big goal for me. Just making it to regionals would be a big 
stepping stone or even being ranked would be great legacy to leave on 
the tennis program,” said Barrick. 
     The women’s tennis team is off to an incredible 7-0 start to the sea-
son, including two wins over conference foes West Georgia and West 
Alabama. The Lady Choctaws have not only won, but have relatively 
dominated their opponents, beating four teams by 9-0. Senior Brenna 
Keller commented on the team’s strong start to the season: “Our work 
ethic this season and practices on and off court has been a lot better, and 
we have recruited a couple of new girls for this season, and their added 
level of play has definitely helped increase our line up in general. We are 
all excited and confident, and our first few wins just added confidence,” 
said Keller.
     There are very few missteps for the Lady Choctaws, but Keller har-
kened on one small improvement that she would like to see across the 
team: “Camaraderie on our team -- I think we are super close, but we 
need to work on our cheering off court and working with our teammates 

to make sure everyone is pumped up during matches and maybe getting 
a little more excited during the match,” Keller said. 
Though the team is off to such a hot start, Keller knows that it is import-
ant to not get complacent, especially as conference play begins: “The 
work ethic off-court is most important because we can’t let ourselves 
slack off, and we have to keep the confidence and work ethic up, and 
keep everything up in practice and hopefully relay that to wins on court,” 
said Keller.
     This year’s women’s tennis team boasts a bevy of talent, including 
five seniors who have made large strides since their first season at MC. 
Keller knows this strong bond and chemistry makes things on the court a 
whole lot easier for the team, especially with her doubles partner, Anna 
Marie Kimball: “We are both from Louisiana, so we knew each other a 
little before this. She is super fun to play with and is always pumped up 
for our matches and is very consistent. We are all pretty tight-knit; we go 
out to eat a lot, hang out, and go to movies. On the court, we just want 
each other to be successful and that really builds confidence.” 
     The growth of the team from day one has been evident, and Keller be-
lieves she, along with the senior class, have left a legacy that can be built 
upon for the future: “I feel like we have grown as players and people, and 
I feel like we would just like to leave a team that continues to get stronger, 
and I would like to see them win just more and more,” Keller said
     It all starts from the top when it comes to both tennis teams. Coach 
Boteler, who has been at the helm for the Choctaws for 21 years, is 
respected by both squads and leaves a lasting impact on all his players. 
“Coach Boteler is definitely one of the greatest guys I have ever met in 
my life. He is the nicest coach I have ever met, probably the nicest coach 
on the campus; he is so understanding and has his priorities. If anybody 
has any issues, he is the first to step up and help. He has also helped a 
lot of people spiritually, and overall, he has had a great impact on every-
body on this team,” says Keller. 
     Men’s captain Sanders Barrick also adds a little about Boteler, “He is 
the nicest man you will ever meet. He is just like a father or brother to 
everyone and is everything you need. I remember walking into his office 
the first day and him hugging me and treating me especially kindly and 
wanting to know who I was, and he does that to every player who walks 
in here.”
     Both men’s and women’s teams hosted West Alabama last Wednes-
day. The men fell short to West Alabama, 4-5, while the women’s team 
extended their streak to seven wins by beating the Lions, 6-4. Both 
teams look to jump up in the rankings as conference play begins to 
ramp up.

BY Madison Brown 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
     Tommy and Shawna Laurendine are the 
newest additions to the Choctaw coaching 
staff at Mississippi College. Individually, the 
Laurendines have a lengthy resume of coach-
ing experience, but Mississippi College is 
only the fourth university they have coached 
at together. The husband and wife team spent 
six years as head coaches for volleyball and 
football at the Division III school, University 
of the South in Sewanee, Tenn., before head-
ing to Clinton, Miss. 
     Athletic director Mike Jones announced in 
Jan., that the couple would be joining MC’s 
coaching staff. Shawna Laurendine is the new 
Lady Choctaws’ head volleyball coach. Jones 
said that the athletic department looks forward 
to her leadership because she “is very knowl-
edgeable about the Gulf South Conference and 
knows what it takes to win.” Shawna brings 
with her 15 years of head coaching experience 
which includes nine in the GSC.  A gradu-
ate of the University of Montevallo, Shawna 
has coached at a number of schools includ-
ing West Alabama and former GSC member 
Southern Arkansas University, where she was 
named GSC Coach of the Year. 
     Tommy Laurendine filled the offensive 
coordinator position for the Choctaw football 

team and brings GSC coaching experience 
with him as well. Tommy spent time coaching 
multiple GSC football teams like West Georgia, 
West Alabama and former GSC member South-
ern Arkansas University, where he coached 
with current Choctaw head football coach, John 
Bland. Bland is “thrilled about the opportunity 
to work with Tommy again” because he is “the 
type of high-character man we want represent-
ing Choctaw football.” 
     Moving for a new job in a new state was ex-
citing for the Laurendine family, and the transi-
tion to Clinton has been smooth so far, but with 
two daughters, there were still some concerns. 
The hardest decision for the family to make was 
whether or not to move to a new house and city 
again. Tommy said, “We had built a house where 
we were living 3 years ago, so just the mov-
ing aspect of it was hard. We knew after time, 
though, that it would be worth it.” Because the 
majority of their coaching experience was spent 
in small towns, the Laurendines feel like they’ve 
moved to the city. “Our daughters’ favorite part 
about the move is that we have a Chick-fil-a five 
minutes down the road,” said Tommy.  
     Aside from the chaos of moving houses, the 
Laurendines are excited for another opportunity 
to coach at the same university. While never 
coaching the same sport, Tommy and Shawna 
both spent time at West Alabama and Southern 
Arkansas University. Shawna said the transition 
from Sewanee to MC wasn’t difficult because 
she and her husband were able to work at the 
same place. “It creates a better culture for our 
family if everyone’s on board, and we’re all 
with the same program and supportive of each 
other,” she said. Tommy added, “It’s been a 
blessing that we’ve been able to obtain jobs at 
one university. We’re fortunate.” 
     The transition to another school was not a 
new experience for the Laurendine family, but it 
did take time and when the position for volley-
ball head coach became available; it extended the 

process even further. Tommy had been talking to 
Coach Bland for a while and arrived in Clinton 
two weeks prior to Shawna. He said he spent his 
first few weeks at MC “getting paperwork done 
and meeting coaches and players.” 
     For Shawna, making the move mid-semester 
was a new experience. She said starting practice 
and getting their daughters into school has been 
“a whirlwind, but now I feel like my head is 
above water and it’s been great.” Tommy said 
that even though the process did take a while, 
“it was all worth it.”
     The biggest challenges for the couple over 
the next few months will be finding balance 
and time management. Tommy said, “We’ve 
always done a good job over the years of not 
taking work home. We rarely talk about football 
or volleyball at home, unless it’s pertaining to 
our daughters playing volleyball.” What they’re 
most looking forward to is getting to know peo-
ple, making new friends, and winning games.   
“We just want to enjoy our job,” Tommy said. 
     Shawna hopes to gain the support of students 
and the community in the coming seasons. She 
said, “The volleyball team would love to have 
fan support in the fall.” She wants to see the 
bleachers full in A. E. Wood Coliseum next 
season cheering on the Lady Choctaws. 
     To the football fans, Tommy asks for pa-
tience. He said, “I know how the Division II 
level works, and there’s a transition period, 
but we have some good coaches and we’ll get 
things going.” Mississippi College is one of the 
only private schools in the GSC, so it’s taken 
time to progress, but Tommy said, “We’ll turn 
the corner here soon.” 
     Both Shawna and Tommy want Choctaw 
fans to know that as a family, they’re excit-
ed to be here in Clinton, and they’re looking 
forward to working with Choctaw athletes and 
coaches over the coming seasons. So, Choctaw 
fans: get excited to welcome the Laurendines 
to the MC family!
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BY Josh Clark 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Lady Choctaws 
Finding Their Groove

     A season in any sport is kind of like a ball of clay in the hands of a 
potter. It may be solid in the beginning, but it’s got some obvious flaws. It 
may be rough, misshapen, or even unbalanced. But that’s why the potter is 
there to smooth everything out and turn it into a work of art.
     The 2018 Mississippi College Lady Choctaws softball team is a lot like 
that blob of clay. In the beginning, they started out with plenty of kinks, 
but those kinks are quickly being molded out as the season goes along. 
That’s exciting for the 2017 Gulf South Conference Tournament champi-
ons.
     The Lady Choctaws started their season on Feb. 3 in the Southern Soft-
ball Showdown against Palm Beach Atlantic University. Here we are one 
month later, and it’s clear that MC isn’t exactly where many expected them 
to be at this point.
     The softball team currently sits at a record of 7-7 including a 2-4 mark 
in GSC play. While that is not necessarily a bad spot to be, it’s not exactly 
the ideal start, especially for a championship-caliber team that qualified 
for the NCAA Tournament last season.
     “So far, we’ve had kind of a rocky start,” said junior third baseman Kris-
ten Qualls. “But I think we’re finally getting it together and figuring out 
what we need to do, where we need to be, and people’s roles on the team. I 
think it’s coming together well.”
     While this is an encouraging sign to hear, it’s also an encouraging sign 
to see.
     When the Lady Choctaws began their 2018 season, the only consistent 
thing seemed to be their inconsistency. MC would win a game 8-3 and 
follow it up a few days later with a 10-2 loss. After going through some 
ups and downs through the first two tournaments of the year against 
non-conference opponents, the Lady Choctaws finally settled into confer-
ence play at the GSC Opening Weekend Festival.
     But the festival ended up bringing even more uncertainty. The Lady 
Choctaws went 1-2 throughout the weekend and were outscored 25-13 
over the span.
     Was it time to hit the panic button? No, because there’s still over 30 
games left in the season. But it was definitely a time to question just how 
prepared MC was to defend their title and reputation.
     The Lady Choctaws then headed off to West Georgia where they 
dropped the set two games to one. The series loss turned out to be another 
frustrating step in the road of progress.
     But that’s what it is all about: progress. The Mississippi College Lady 
Choctaws know that and still believe that this season holds incredible 
potential.
     “There have been a lot of highs and lows and a lot of ‘tests’ for this 
team,” said assistant coach Leigh Streetman. “I think with that happening 
early on is going to push us through with GSC play and the remainder of 
our midweek games. We have enjoyed seeing the team friendships being 
formed and the life of the team. This group is special and has no limits.”
     That’s due to a few different factors. For one, the Lady Choctaws are 
still showing signs of being a great team on the mound, in the field, and at 
the plate. Their offense and defense are taking significant steps in the right 
direction with each passing game and turning up the heat.
     “We are showing snippets of what we could do as a whole,” said Qualls. 
“I think that when the hitting becomes consistent for the duration of the 
season, the pitching and defense are there, and all of the aspects of the 
game are there. I think people are going to be surprised at what we bring 
to the table.”

     “We have a great pitching staff, a great offense, and a great defense,” 
said junior pitcher Penny Nichols. “Once those come together, it’s going 
to be an amazing thing. We are going to explode and do great things in 
the GSC and hopefully win another championship and go further.”
     Another promising aspect of their play this season is quite simply their 
leadership. Of the 18 Lady Choctaws on the roster, 11 of them are either 
juniors or seniors. That not only injects a lot of returning talent into the 
lineup, but also gives MC certain players to lean on in different situations.
     “Both senior and junior classes play a huge role in leadership as they 
outnumber the underclassman,” said Streetman. “The younger ones look 
to them for guidance in certain areas. The upperclassman are the ones 
with experience in big games and allow the freshman and sophomores to 
grow and mature to prepare us for postseason.”
     Qualls is one of those leaders as she is currently in the middle of her 
third season with the Lady Choctaws. Qualls is second on the team this 
year in homeruns, including back-to-back homers against the University 
of Montevallo in MC’s first GSC win of the season.
     “Just trying to make sure everyone’s head is on straight,” Qualls said of 
her role as a leader in the dugout. “Sometimes, my head isn’t on straight 
and I have to take a step back and remember that I am a junior this year 
who has to lead by example and lead by what I say. [I’m] just trying to 
take these younglings under my wing and get to a championship.”
     But there’s also a new crop of Lady Choctaws in the lineup that are 
chomping at the bit to help keep the MC’s tradition of success alive on 
the softball diamond. One of those is freshman second baseman Kayla 
Murphy.
     “I think after getting to know each other as the season goes on and 
getting to grow as a team, there’s nothing that will be able to stop us at all,” 
said Murphy about the potential that the team has yet to reach.
     And as we’ve seen throughout the history of sports, confidence can 
help a team dig into the fight as well.
     Where will that confidence spawn from? Maybe when they take on Lee 
University at home, or perhaps it already spawned on Tuesday at Miles 
College.
     MC picked up two decisive wins against the Golden Bears, and many 
Lady Choctaws are hoping that those wins will serve as the turning point 
for their season going forward.
     “Definitely,” said Nichols in regards to whether the wins over Miles 
could help the Lady Choctaws turn a corner. “We saw things starting to 
come together there. Hopefully we put things together there and go from 
that point.”
     There is still a long way to go before MC reaches the finish line on their 
2018 regular season, and the Lady Choctaws have a lot left to prove. But 
that’s exciting for this new group that’s having fun with each other both 
on and off the diamond as they continue growing into a singular unit.
     “We have a lot of crazy personalities on this team, but that’s what 
makes us special,” said Qualls. “I think that’s one thing that will lead us 
to a lot of success this year. That’s what we do: we have fun when we play 
and when we do that, we’re successful.”
     “We have a ton of energy in the dugout,” added Nichols. “Everyone is 
up and crazy. It shows on the field too. Everyone has each other’s backs. 
It’s awesome.”
    The 2018 Lady Choctaws are a lot like a rough ball of clay pulled from 
its container. Without a potter, they are nothing. But with the idea of 
progress serving as the potter, there is a whole world of potential on 
what they could become, and as the season goes along, they are quickly 
smoothing out and finding their shape. 
     “I’m excited that people are going to be upset,” said Qualls. “People are 
going to be shocked when we come back from 7-7, and we’re going to be 
successful and continue to compete.”
     “The run will come,” added Streetman. “We just have to trust the pro-
cess and know it’s still early. This team is special, and when we show up, 
we will be hard to beat.”
     With a full slate of GSC opponents on tap over the next few weeks, all 
we can really do is sit back and watch as the 2018 Lady Choctaws contin-
ue finding their form. That’s what makes the journey all the more exciting 
out at the MC Softball Complex. Let’s see just what this Lady Choctaw 
softball team can become.

OPINIONS
Grace In 

The Journey

BY Miranda Bayer 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     I found myself sprinting across the 
finish line with no shoes on. How did I end 
up here? To be honest, I don’t even like 
running, and the ground hurts with every 
stride I take. Yet here I am, running and 
praising God for it. About five months ago, 
Kelley asked me to start running with her. 
It seemed like an impossible task at first. 
While training, morning runs were the 
worst. My energy for the day was complete-
ly gone by 3 p.m. I didn’t see the point; 
after all, this wasn’t even my idea. 
     After a month of training, Kelley and I 
set aside time to process how running was 
going. She told me all that she was learning 
through running, how she felt so free, able 
to pray, able to grow. Listening to her vic-
tories exhausted me. Should I tell her how 
it’s really going for me? Should I be honest 
with her, with myself, and with the Lord?
     Running for the next two months didn’t 
get any easier. I was depleted. After each 
month, Kelley and I would meet and talk. 
Each time, I left our conversation frustrated. 
My heart cried out, “Lord, will I ever be able 
to run free? Will I ever feel able? Will I find 
joy in disciplines? How can I get to where 
Kelley is?” After our conversation for month 
4, I sat in my car and sobbed long after Kel-
ley pulled away. My frustration and exhaus-

tion overwhelmed me. In my spirit, I asked 
my God to meet me where I was.   
     I couldn’t run anymore, not without 
Him. In that moment, I saw and understood 
why Kelley asked me to run. This wasn’t 
about my physical condition anymore - it 
was about the emptiness I was experiencing 
spiritually. Turns out, I’ve been running for 
quite a while. Running from the calling and 
purpose God had given me. Running from 
grace and love that seemed unreal. 
     I called Kelley and told her about my 
victory. I laid it all out, the truth of my 
spiritual condition. She didn’t speak at first 
and I had nothing else to say, so it was quiet 
on the phone. Finally, she spoke. All along 
she knew. Kelley had been praying for me 
every time she ran, knowing that the Lord 
was using her to reveal His love to me. 
Knowing that He was going to complete the 
good work He began. 
     Turns out, Kelley signed us up for a half 
marathon. Month 5 of running was free-
ing. It was lively and joyful. Each morning 
I rose to praise Yahweh. For seeing me, 
knowing me, understanding me, loving me, 
and rescuing me. 
     As soon as I crossed the finish line, I de-
cided two things. One, I don’t think I’ll run 
anymore. Two, I’m thankful for Kelley.
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Donnie’s Declassified College Survival Guide
BY Donnie Stafford
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Make alliances ASAP.
     There’s nothing worse than going into finals week and having no one 
to study with. Bouncing ideas and questions off each other while study-
ing is essential in passing your final. Never forget: Your worst enemy can 
quickly turn into your best friend!

“Train” as if your life depended on it.
     Basically your life does depend on what you do and how much of it 
you do. Don’t study all day every day. Enjoy the weather, sit in the Quad, 
go to a Bible study, or just have coffee with some friends. Don’t let those 
grades slip, though. You ARE here to first be a student, and then comes 
everything else. 

Be proactive.
     Always talk to your professor if you have a question or don’t under-
stand something because 9 times out of 10 someone else is confused as 
well, and sometimes the professor isn’t going to bring it up unless you 
do. If your professor or advisor hasn’t emailed you back yet, go to their 
office. They get a lot of emails from students, and they aren’t able to get 
to all of them.

The future's not set in stone.
     Just because your GPA is lower than expected halfway through the 
semester doesn’t mean you can’t bring it up. You still have half a semes-
ter to go, so before you freak out about losing scholarships or not being 
able to do the things you wanted to do at the beginning, calm down, take 
a breather and remember that there’s a lot more you can do.

Remember to eat.
     Just because you don’t like the caf food doesn’t mean you shouldn’t 
eat. Thankfully the caf offers food that isn’t cooked like sandwiches or 
salads. Yes, some days the pizza is just too bendy or greasy, and maybe 
the breakfast sausage isn’t entirely cooked all the time, but that doesn’t 
mean you should wait until you get paid or use your points every time 
you don’t necessarily like what the caf is serving. 

Always remember: 
1. Just because you want that new jacket doesn’t mean you need it.
2. Whataburger will still be there once all of your bills are paid.
3. Meet a friend at Cups sometimes and catch up .
4. Don’t let others dictate who your friends are.
5. Before you love others, you MUST love yourself.
6. Before you love yourself, you MUST love God.
7. It’s okay to ask for directions (I didn’t know how to get to Meme’s in 
the dark!)
8. Don’t be afraid to talk to new people. One of them could be the future 
love of your life.
9. Be bold. Stand strong in what you believe and never back down.
10. IT’S OKAY NOT TO BE OKAY SOMETIMES! Admitting to your-
self that you aren’t okay is hard, but it all works out in the end.
11. TIME MANAGEMENT.

P8 OPINIONS

Seventeen 
Dead
BY A CONCERNED STUDENT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     Seventeen dead. Why doesn’t that resonate? Seventeen dead. What 
does that mean? I’ll say it. No one else seems to speak for them. They were 
people, too.
     If you are not familiar with what I am writing about, on February 14th, 
2018, a hellish figure came into a high school full of innocent young people 
and ravaged its grounds with death, saturating its hallways with blood and 
flesh, robbing the bodies of souls. Still, the lives of those that perished are for-
gotten. Why? What have we come to that we so quickly forget and desanctify?
     I have a hard time transcribing the emotions raging inside me as I sit 
to write this piece. I am disgusted. I am disgusted with the normality in 
which people can speak of such a horrendous, evil event, and that tears 
are not shed, and that people are not broken. I am disgusted with politi-
cians who stand on the mountains of empty, innocent carcasses, as if they 
were a podium, just to cry out to their political agendas. I am disgusted 
by you. I am disgusted with people who can somehow find a way to so 
stupidly rush to take up their weapons or buy a bullet instead of stepping 
up to confront their evil contemporaries. I am disgusted by you. I am dis-
gusted by the news reporter who can stand and interview a child who just 
experienced walking through the puddling blood of their classmates and 
by the audience that could bear to watch it on television. I am disgusted 
by you. I am disgusted by the women of the world who will picket and 
preach for the right to access abortion, the right to determine when life 
begins, the right to prevent life, as if you are God. I am disgusted by you. 
     I am disgusted with lecherous men who prey upon women as if they 
were objects, dehumanizing a being because of gender- those same men 
that pass nasty jokes with smirks, that sing vile lyrics, that degrade a hu-
man to a lustful pile of flesh. I am disgusted by you. I am disgusted by the 
racist who can somehow manage to see color but not feel a living pulse 
- who can claim that one color, one shade of skin is more worthy of life 
than another, that one life is more valuable that another. I am disgusted by 
you. I am disgusted by Christians that offer empty prayers to a powerful 
God… and then forget the very reason they were somewhat convicted to 
bow their heads. I am disgusted by you. I am disgusted with professors 
of academia who will preach the failing dogmas of worldly, false science, 
diminishing the value of life to some barbaric beginning where we “be-
came” by chance, that we were nothing more than an accident to begin 
with, that life is valueless. I am disgusted by you. 

     Life. What is more sacred? What is more valuable? Explain to me 
how you are able to feel nothing. Life would be so easy. Life would be so 
worthless. As Christians, we have allowed the world to become comfort-
able. We cry out for Egypt over Ephraim. We have allowed sin to become 
normal. Instead of changing the world, we have become changed. Instead 
of being the salt of the world, instead of stinging the nation’s open wounds 
with truth and power, we have become as pearls before filthy swine.
     I know the solution to our problem. It isn’t more rules or more guns. I 
pity the ignorant ones that scream for legislation. I pity the ones that yell 
for freedom. What is so free in the death of the innocent? What is so law-
ful about the murder of our children? Can you not remove the plank pro-
truding from your own heart? Instead you would rather argue standing 
over the grave of an innocent child, gambling with their life as if it were a 
pawn to your game. You would rather be a coward and hide behind your 
ridiculous laws and useless weapons. I pity you. I am broken for you as 
well. While you argue over the speck within the other’s eye, you fail to feel 
the dagger piercing your own heart. 
     I pray that we can begin to change this culture: a culture of violence. 
Yet, I worry that we are too far blind, our hands too dirty with the blood 
of the innocent. Maybe then we will raise our own Solomon, being careful 
not to raise up an Absalom. Perhaps the Christians of the nation will do 
their job. Maybe they will minister and heal. Maybe they will sincerely 
pray for the softening of their own hard heats. Maybe they will not make 
light of life. I pray that life becomes valuable again. I pray that violence 
will not be normalized. I pray that people will not become numb to trage-
dy. How can you be broken if you cannot feel? How can you feel if you are 
not broken?
     Seventeen dead. One thousand, three hundred and thirty-nine years of 
life stolen from time. One thousand, three hundred and thirty-nine years 
of lost opportunities to change the world, to grow, to laugh, to love, to 
live. Is that enough? Is it enough to make you stop and hurt? Is it enough 
to make you weep? Is it enough to make you pray meaningful prayers? Is 
it enough to make you do something about it? If not -- if it takes some-
thing more -- then I pray for you. Don’t wait to feel until you are the one 
being hurt. Don’t wait to pray until you are the one under gunfire. Don’t 
wait to weep until you are the one standing at the casket. Don’t wait. For 
then, it will be too late.
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Smoking 
and Christi-
anity; What 

Do They 
BY Sam Maney
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     Imagine this: you're walking down the brick 
streets and pass the old courtyard.  You see a 
friend you know to be a firm Christ follower 
smoking a cigarette, yet you know you've never 
smelled smoke on them previously.  What's 
your reaction?  You're probably shocked, and in 
most cases, your reaction isn't positive.  Why's 
that?  
     We all know that smoking is not at all 
healthy and is in fact extremely damaging to 
your body. We know that smoking is highly 
addictive and that it doesn't smell very pleasant 
to most people.  So, why would someone who 
is not a regular smoker smoke? That's a valid 
question that most often leads to a justifiable 
response.  However, truthfully ask yourself if 
health concerns were the only reason you be-
came upset, disgusted, disturbed.
     Did your avid Christian friend unknowingly 
shatter the image you had created for them in 
your mind?  Did they break an unspoken rule 
among believers that thou shalt not consume 
nicotine? The most demanding question of them 
all, however, did they sin against God?
     Being addicted is a sin, and addictions come 
from sin problems. Webster defines an addiction 
as "having a compulsive physiological need for a 
habit-forming substance or strongly inclined or 
compelled to do, use, or indulge in something 
repeatedly."  In 1 Corinthians 6:12 (NLT) the 
apostle Paul writes, "You say, ‘I am allowed to 
do anything,’ but not everything is good for you.   
And even though ‘I am allowed to do anything,’ 
I must not become a slave to anything."  
     The definition of a slave according to West-
er is "one that is completely subservient to a 
dominating influence."  In the case of your 
God-fearing friend, are they compulsively 
reliant on the dominant influence of nicotine, 
a sin, or are they enjoying it like others would 
occasional caffeine?  
     Enjoyment, however, still comes with stipula-
tions – sorry to burst your bubble, tobacco lovers.  
You see the Bible may not outright give a yes or 
no as to whether or not smoking is a sin, but it is 

very clear on Christian's responsibility to other 
believers in not causing them to stumble.             
Romans 14:12-23 (NLT) says "Yes, each of us 
will give a personal account to God.” So, let's 
stop condemning each other. Decide instead to 
live in such a way that you will not cause anoth-
er believer to stumble and fall. 
     I know and am convinced on the authority 
of the Lord Jesus that no food, in and of itself, 
is wrong to eat. But if someone believes it is 
wrong, then for that person it is wrong. And if 
another believer is distressed by what you eat, 
you are not acting in love if you eat it. Don't 
let your eating ruin someone for whom Christ 
died. Then you will not be criticized for doing 
something you believe is good. For the King-
dom of God is not a matter of what we eat or 
drink, but of living a life of goodness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit. If you serve Christ 
with this attitude, you will please God, and oth-
ers will approve of you, too. 
     So then, let us aim for harmony in the church 
and try to build each other up. Don't tear apart 
the work of God over what you eat. Remember, 
all foods are acceptable, but it is wrong to eat 
something if it makes another person stumble. 
It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or do 
anything else if it might cause another believer 
to eat or drink, but of living a life of goodness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. If you 
serve Christ with this attitude, you will please 
God, and others will approve of you, too. So 
then, let us aim for harmony in the church and 
try to build each other up. Don't tear apart the 
work of God over what you eat. Remember, 
all foods are acceptable, but it is wrong to eat 
something if it makes another person stumble. 
It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or do 

anything else if it might cause another believer 
to stumble. You may believe there's nothing 
wrong with what you are doing but keep it 
between yourself and God. Blessed are those 
who don't feel guilty for doing something 
they have decided is right. But if you have 
doubts about whether or not you should eat 
something, you are sinning if you go ahead 
and do it. For you are not following your con-
victions. If you do anything you believe is not 
right, you are sinning."  
     Verse 12 speaks to smokers, nonsmokers, 
people here, people across the world, and every-
body in-between.  We will all face judgment day, 
and the matter at hand is not about the partak-
ing of tobacco, but ultimately whether or not 
you partake in the actions of repentance of sin, 
claiming the grace given to you through Jesus 
Christ's death on the cross, and believing that 
Jesus Christ is the resurrected Son of God and 
the only way to Heaven.  
     As a believer who knows the Holy Spirit's 
convicting power, if you do not feel guilty for 
smoking and you deem it right – then Paul 
says blessed are you! However blessed you are, 
you are still to keep it between you and God as 
to not cause distress to brothers and sisters in 
Christ that we are undeniably called to love. 
     We are all called to live in such a way that 
will not cause another believer to stumble and 
fall also known as sin. So, for those who chose 
to smoke, this means being aware of where you 
are, who you're around, and who might see you. 
Will the onlooker be tempted to judge you? Will 
they doubt your witness? 
     Be aware and know that smoking may make 
you smell like hell, but it won't necessarily send 
you there.

Why Feminism 
Isn’t The Worst

     Feminism:  the theory of the political, 
economic, and social equality of the sexes
-Webster Dictionary
     Commonly seen as a “trigger word,” the 
word “feminist” has come to describe a 
broad group of people ranging from quiet 
but annoyed housewives to raging women 
prepared to burn your place of work down. 
“#Feminist” is at the end of a woman’s Insta-
gram bio, and because of that one word you 
are either clicking follow or thinking, “Yikes 
yikes yikes, hard pass.” The cause of this is 
the simple fact that the word “feminism” 
has come to have 15 different meanings. 
     The spectrum of feminism is broad. 
There are those who absolutely hate the 
idea of feminism and, generally, in their 
minds that translates as a movement to 

lock men in a basement and only remove 
them for reproduction purposes (There 
are in fact some women who adhere to 
this feminism. Watch out for them.) This 
is called Separatist Feminism. Frankly, I 
think men are great. They don’t belong 
locked up in a basement. 
     There are also the women who adhere 
to I-Feminism: a branch of feminism 
devoted to each person’s individuality and 
ability to make her own choices regarding 
her appearance, body, sexuality, sexual ori-
entation, etc. An I-Feminist is the woman 
who will not wear a shirt because “Men 
don’t have to, why should I?” Don’t tick 
one of these gals off, they might burn your 
house down. These are the women who 
shave their heads for the cause of femi-
nism, are a feminist yet also don’t appeal to 
one of the two original genders, are gener-
ally pro-choice when it comes to abortion, 
and are in constant need of a safe space. 
     When I say, “I am a feminist,” I mean I 
believe that people (man, woman, black, 
white, purple, rich, poor) should be treated 
equally. In an economic sense, this means 
that I believe women should get paid the 
same amount for doing the same job as a 
man. For example, if Joe and Sally each hold 
the same position on the marketing team of 
an advertising agency, Sally should get the 
same paycheck that Joe does and vice versa.
     In a social sense, feminism means that 
women have the right to their own bodies 
(excluding the case of abortions, in my 
opinion) and other people do not. This 
means that my body is mine, not yours. 

You don’t get to touch what is mine, just 
like I won’t touch what is yours. You’d 
think this wouldn’t be an issue that needs a 
lot of conversation - but clearly it is.   
     Feminism in its sweetest form was 
presented by the one and only Doris Fleis-
chman (1891-1980). Fleischman was not 
only a pioneer for public relations, but 
also a leader in feminism. She managed to 
be the first American woman to receive a 
passport under her own name rather than 
her husband’s last name by writing to the 
authorities that since “the purpose of a 
passport is to establish identity, I assume 
you will not wish me to travel under a false 
name.” This lady was bad to the bone. She 
stood up for herself and her beliefs. She 
valued equal opportunities and respect 
among men and women.
     Though I plan on taking my husband’s 
last name, I hope to be a feminist in the 
sense that Doris Fleischman and so many 
others after her have been. I believe it is 
absolutely possible to celebrate women in 
their awesomeness without putting down 
men (who are also awesome). 
     Feminism is encouraging your fellow 
woman because that’s a great thing to do. It’s 
protecting each other from harm’s way in-
stead of putting each other on the chopping 
block with gossip and judgement. Femi-
nism is confident - it doesn’t feel inferior to 
women with different skill sets but values 
each piece that fits into the working puzzle 
of a successful society. Feminism doesn’t 
have to be a big bad scary thing - it’s really 
just people caring about other people.
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SPOTLIGHT:

Gary Sales, Part One

BY Joshua Dilmore
A&E EDITOR
     Anyone who knows me will tell you that I 
love horror movies. The horror community is a 
undervalued community, one that doesn’t come 
into the limelight often, like other fandoms. We 
aren’t “Trekkers,” “Whovians,” or even “Twi-
hards.” We don’t limit ourselves to one movie 
or series. No, together, we are a “horror fam” 
who bond over much more than jump scares 
and silver screen slashers.
     I grew up watching horror movies with 
my parents and older siblings. By age eight, 
I was already watching “Halloween (1978),” 
although I had to close my eyes on the more 
risqué moments. And, around 13, I discovered a 
movie that was unlike any other film that I had 

seen, a film called “Madman (1981).” Never 
did I expect that a decade later I would have the 
opportunity to interview the producer and one 
of the brilliant minds behind the cult classic, 
Gary Sales.
     Sales’ career began in college, where he 
studied film and drama, with his late-partner, 
co-writer and director of “Madman,” Joe Gi-
annone. “We were writing and acting in theatre; 
we were working on other students’ and our 
own short films. I was making industrials for 
Fortune 500 companies by day and working 
with Joe on the script and money-raising details 
by night. It was useful to have access to a copi-
er, fax, etc -- not many computers back then.”
Both Sales and Giannone wanted to move into 
the entertainment area of feature filmmaking. 
However, during this period of the late-70s 
to early-80s, few avenues existed for them to 
follow to begin making their own indie movies. 
Those few avenues were Action Adventure, 
Horror, or Pornography.
     After working in all three genres in low-level 
jobs, the pair decided that they couldn’t afford 
to enter the Action Adventure or the Porn Indus-
tries for different reasons. Luckily, after the box 
office success of “Halloween” and “Friday the 
13th (1980),” a new door to the Horror Biz was 
opened for Sales and Giannone.
     “Carpenter introduced and expanded the 
Killer You Could Not Kill,” Sales explained. 
“This made for unending returns within the 
movie and sequels beyond it.”
     “Friday the 13th” was different in this one 
unique way: it was the FIRST indie movie 
to be picked for distribution by a major [film 
company], Paramount. Huge game-changer 
because they did $60 mill. at the box office, and 
all the other majors had nothing like it on their 
shelves. They were dying for a piece of that, so 
they began picking up anything in the genre for 

cash.”
     As far as why Sales and Giannone chose the 
horror genre, he said that “the why was simple.” 
Besides the money studios were willing to pay 
(which Sales described being “jacked by the big 
money being paid”) and not needing big name 
or union actors, Sales said that selling the mov-
ie was easier to sell.
     “Due to the success of the early-80s horror 
genre, there was one or two new pictures com-
ing out a week. Every Sunday magazine and 
radio and TV talk show were doing some article 
or feature on ‘low budget indie horror movies 
are making BIG money,’” Sales said.
     It was an 8-month process of Sales working 
industrials by day and, as he described, “simul-
taneously raiding all my friends’ and family’s 
rolodexes for the phone number of anyone with 
money or management, some OPM.” Finally, 
the pair yielded success after many failures, 
which Sales said, in retrospect, was good for 
him.
     “Failures are good for you because you get 
on the job training in Real Time. You get all 
the excuses of why not and all the hype of why 
they will and you learn to tell the meat from the 
bread.”
     Beyond the details of how Sales’ career 
came to fruition, he said that he and Giannone 
loved horror movies, especially the “new breed” 
of that time. “In earlier years, we were viewers 
of all the ’50s/’60s shows, driven by atomic 
radiation turning spiders and woman into gi-
ants. So, these people-driven horror shows were 
stupid fresh for us.”
     What makes a good horror movie other than 
good FX and special effects is a good story. 
And, Sales and Giannone found one in the 
character of “Madman Marz,” the axe-wielding 

cont. on top of page 11
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killer of “Madman.” Sales explained that the 
character evolved from his own memories of 
the Catskill Mountain campfire tales told to him 
as a camp, which he would retell as a counselor.
“The history of storytelling goes back to 
cavemen and -women and cave paintings and 
a bunch of freezing folks huddling together 
around a warm fire, having their worries tempo-
rarily overshadowed by their identification and 
interest in the stories, actions, and characters 
portrayed before them by the tribal story man.”
     Sales explained that he and Giannone had 
always approached the idea of “Madman,” which 
was originally titled “The Legend Lives,” in this 
way. “We saw movie theaters as the ‘caves’ where 
tribal storytellers (us guys) could spin 20th centu-
ry ‘campfire tales’ to our brothers and sisters.”
     “Essentially, we worked the tale and upped 
the level of graphic violence and FX to meet the 
expectations of ourselves and the target audi-
ence,” he added. “At the same time, we steered 
away from ‘stalking women’ to hype audiences 
(mostly male) with sex and violence.”
     It was this change that led Gaylen Ross 
from “Dawn of the Dead (1978)” (who played 
under a moniker because the production wasn’t 
union), to take the role of heroine “Bet-
sy.” Sales said that Ross agreed because she 
grokked at their take on not “dissing” women.
Interestingly, the tale of “Madman Marz” came 
from the urban legend of the Cropsey Killer, 
though it was not disclosed during filming. “It 
was a mountain legend and public domain,”   
     Sales said, “so we wanted to avoid advertis-
ing that fact until we were done. Just in case.”
“Well…as fate would have it…there was an 
interesting wrench in our future.”
Stay tuned to next issue for Part Two.

     Black Panther is the eighteenth (!!!) film in 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe and is one of 
the highest-grossing movie premiers of all time, 
making $242.1 million dollars in its four-day 
weekend opening. There was a ton of anticipa-
tion for this film, and anticipations were met 
when it received a 99 percent fresh score on the 
movie site Rotten Tomatoes—it now has a 97 
percent score, which is still pretty great! (For 
reference, the American classic “Shrek” has an 
88 percent.) The movie is packed with an all-star 
cast, including Michael B. Jordan of “Creed” 
fame and Lupita Nyong’o, who won an Acade-
my Award for her role in the movie “12 Years 
a Slave.” The director of “Black Panther,” Ryan 
Cooler, is also the man behind “Creed” and 
indie-hit “Fruitvale Station.” 
     “Black Panther” tells the story of T'Challa who 
has recently become king of Wakanda (I am not 
making these names up), which is a hidden Afri-
can nation that is technologically superior to any 
other place on Earth. (Think Silicon Valley but 
in the plains of Africa.) T’Challa must face Erik 
Killmonger (Michael B. Jordan), who is a myste-
rious figure from his childhood—remember this! 
Along the way, T’Challa will encounter love, loss, 
and a dead dad. This isn't a spoiler, for it happens 
in the first five minutes of the movie. 

     I didn't really get too hyped before seeing this 
movie. I have nothing against “Black Panther,” 
but after seeing three Marvel movies, you kind 
of get the gist of the other fifteen. How many 
times can a crowd of people pay $10 to hear a 
giant green man say “Hulk. SMASH!”? The only 
way I’m paying to see a movie that does this 18 
times is if it they switch out the Hulk for the 
Jolly Green Giant or Danny DeVito. I digress.
I saw “Black Panther” get all of these amazing 
reviews and sure, I was impressed, but every 
Marvel movie gets good reviews. Tell me why 
“Ant-Man,” a movie about an ant-sized man 
who is quoted as saying things like “pick on 
someone your own size” deserves a score of 82 
percent. I am waiting! 
     Anyway, so I go see “Black Panther” and, I 
gotta say, I was pleasantly surprised. The movie 
is good! I think I liked it so much because it is 
just so different than every other Marvel movie. 
Sure, it was the classic scenes: the bad guy de-
feats the good guy, the good guy then defeats the 
bad guy, Stan Lee says something incoherent— 
all the usual tropes. But this movie just has such 
an original story and one I wasn't familiar with 
before going into the theater. “Black Panther” is 
also prettier than the others in the Marvel cata-
logue, really emphasizing the natural elements 
of Africa while mixing in great CGI. 
     Overall, I would recommend this movie. Do 
I think that it deserves a 97 percent? Probably 
not. “Gone with the Wind,” often revered as one 
of the greatest movies of all time, has a score of 
92 percent. “Black Panther” is not a classic by 
any means, but it’s revolutionary by featuring 
a mostly African American cast and by being 
a smash at the box office. “Black Panther” has 
given me hope that Marvel can produce original 
content, and by seeing what a huge success this 
movie was, maybe they will get the memo that 
originality produces $$$.

My Super 
Cool Spring 
Break 
Playlist

BYJosh Carter
ASSISTANT EDITOR

“Love” – Lana Del Rey
Lana can do no wrong in my eyes, even though 
she did one time ask her fans to cast a spell on 
Supreme Leader Donald J. Trump. Speaking 
of spells, this song puts one on me! The gentle 
strums of the guitar, the soft echoes of “Don’t 
worry baby.” This song would be the perfect 
track to put on for a long car ride or when try-
ing to perform a super chill seance.

“American Teen” – Khalid
Any song by Khalid could go on this list, but 
“American Teen” kind of puts you in that 
Spring Break mood. It’s upbeat and just makes 
you proud to be an American. *eagle screech-
es in the background* Khalid also has a new, 
steamy song called “Love Lies” that could be 
played on a romantic, SINLESS night out with 
your significant other.
 
“Say So” –Terror Jr.
This band is drastically underrated! For a short 
time, the lead singer was speculated to be Kylie 
Jenner, which caused sort of a popularity spike 
for the notoriously secretive band. All of their 
songs have a similar feel, a perfect marriage of 
pop and tech. By supporting this band, you are 
also supporting young mothers everywhere (i.e., 
Kylie Jenner).

“Africa” – Toto
This is kind of a joke but mostly not a joke. 
Whenever this song comes on, you will have 
those few people who snicker and say things 
like, “Haha, what is this song even about lol??” 
But no one will actually change the song be-
cause it’s a modern spiritual about everyone’s 
favorite Dark Continent. This song could unite 
the Middle East. When you and your friends 
sing the line, “I bless the rains down in Aaaa-
fricaaa!” it creates a bond more powerful than 
religion.

“Touch The Sky” – Hillsong United
Picture it. It’s March 13th (the Tuesday of 
Spring Break…to go along with the Spring 
Break theme). It’s a crisp, foggy morning, and 
you awaken to a slight tapping at your win-
dow. You run outside and follow a squirrel to 
a forest. He leads you to a clearing with, like, 
a waterfall, some flowers, and other woodland 
creatures. You’re now dancing and, I don’t 
know, just praising the Lord. This song is in the 
background. This is what the song makes me 
think of, which is what the artists wanted from 
me.

“Heaven” — Julia Michaels
Fun fact! This girl has actually co-written me-
ga-hits such as Justin Bieber’s “Sorry,” Selena 
Gomez’s “Good For You,” and Nick Jonas’ 
“Close.” “Heaven” plays like a sexy lullaby, 
which, as we all know, are the best ones. The 
word-play in the song is just too witty to ignore: 
“They say all good boys go to heaven, but bad 
boys bring heaven to you.” I believe Mother 
Goose has said things like this also.
 
“Finesse (Remix) [feat. Cardi B]” – Bruno Mars
You can’t spell Spring Break without [B]ru[n]
[o] M[a]r[s]. This song will have you white-
boy dancing until the break of dawn. The song 
(and legendary music video) ooze ’90s funk, 
and once you master the choreography, you will 
be the hit of every bar-mitzvah this side of the 
Mississippi.
 
“Forever and For Always” – Shania Twain
What Spring Break isn't complete without the 
old Twainster (a nickname I just made up for 
her). “Forever and For Always” just takes me 
back to ’02 when Bush was in the White House 
and the Dixie Chicks were on the edge of career 
suicide. There are only a select few songs that 
are appropriate for any occasion, whether it be 

a wedding, a funeral, or just a chill night in with 
the boys, and this song breaks all social barri-
ers. Long live Shania Twain and long live the 
two years the Dixie Chicks were popular.

“Getting Over You” – Lauv
Lauv is an up-and-comer in the pop scene, and 
I feel like a proud mom every time I talk about 
him. He has other hits, too, (including “I Like 
Me Better” and “The Other”) but “Getting Over 
You” seems on track to be his biggest hit. He 
also has a cover of “Don’t Matter” that will give 
you severe high-school-party-in-the-backyard 
flashbacks. Like that YouTube commercial says, 
“When you give Lauv, you get Lauv.”

“All Star” – Smash Mouth
Need I even explain?

Scan this code to instantly access this *super 
cool* playlist on Spotify.
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MC Presents “Much Ado 
About Nothing”

Set on a beach villa in the Gulf of Mexico, the modern tale of Shake-
speare’s “Much Ado About Nothing,” directed by Phyllis Seawright, 
unfolded onto MC’s proscenium stage. 
Many students, faculty, and guests may have laughed, cried, and even 
danced during Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About Nothing,” but when 
Swor Auditorium’s seats were vacant, few may have carried the central 
theme with them. Attendees should have found themselves asking: “Can 
true love be found again once it is lost?” MC’s modern take is about love, 
deceit, and forgiveness. 
The production began with two of “Much Ado’s” main players, Beatrice 
and Benedick. Beatrice was played by Kat Tate and Josia Jacobi played 
Benedick. Beatrice and Benedick were together once. Tate’s Beatrice is 
known for her sharp tongue and elaborate sarcasm. Jacobi’s Benedick is 
an aristocratic soldier, who is witty, and swears he will never fall in love 
or marry. As expected, after Benedick returned from war, his reunion 
with Beatrice was not pleasant. 
All the characters in “Much Ado About Nothing” were easily deceived. 
The play began with deception and truths. In the midst of the chaos, 
deception and lies interrupted the happy courtship between the characters 
Hero and Claudio. 
Natalie Fehrenbacher played Hero, and Will Nabholz played Claudio. 
Hero is the daughter of Signora Leonora, the governor of Messina. Hero 
is known for her beauty and kindness. Hero and Claudio fall in love, but 
Don John, played by Matthew Bell, gets jealous and deceives Claudio 
into believing that Hero was unfaithful. Claudio reveals this supposed 
truth during the wedding, and Hero is distraught. 
Hero fakes her death, and the Italian flag upstage turns black for her fu-
neral. Throughout the play, Beatrice’s generosity is unveiled through her 
concern for Hero. The truth of Beatrice and Benedick’s love is revealed, 
and Hero and Claudio’s love is restored.
“Hero always wants to do what is right in the eyes of everyone,” said 
Fehrenbacher, who read and analyzed the script to decipher the meaning 
behind each line. “You are always discovering new things with Shake-
speare. It’s important to understand what you’re saying. It’s a joy to 
perform Shakespeare, but it is a lot of work.” 
Fehrenbacher said that Seawright helped each cast member figure out 
their character’s motives. She said that they were not striving for perfec-
tion, but if they forgot a line, they thought in the minds of their charac-
ters. “Harmanpreet was always bouncing ideas off everyone.”

BY Tamia Craft
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Harmanpreet Kaur played Ursula. Kaur is a graduate student at MC 
studying mental health counseling. “We were not given a set parameter to 
work within.” Kaur said that each actor had the freedom to express who 
their character was. 
Kaur is from Delhi, India, and has been in the United States for nine 
months. She earned her undergraduate degree in English Literature, so 
she was familiar with Shakespeare’s work. Kaur was active in theatre 
for five years prior to her role as Ursula in “Much Ado About Nothing.” 
“Theatre has been a therapeutic experience all my life.” 
Kaur said she connected with her castmates who shared similar interests 
and ideals. “Everyone was very motivating. The director is the captain 
of the ship. Dr. Seawright took care of every detail.” The more Kaur 
watched Seawright, the more she was inspired by her.
As a lady in waiting, Ursula rushed across the stage constantly saying, 
“Madame.” Kaur said although Ursula was Hero’s lady in waiting, in the 
modern version, Ursula was more of a friend to Hero. 
Seawright credited the custom mask creations to J.R. Coker, and the cus-
tom costume pieces were created by Emmie Fuson.

Im
age Source: A

nais Eliseeva
Im

age Source: A
nais Eliseeva

     Midterms. Tests. Projects. Moun-
tains of stress. The only cure for mid-
term blues—SPRING BREAK! Spring 
break is a time for students to have a 
much-needed break from schoolwork 
and invest their leisure time in any 
way they please. To get an idea of 
what the 411 is this spring break, some 
students at Mississippi College shared 
their plans.
     Lots of students decided that the 
best way to relax is just going home 
and spending time with family and 
friends. Others see the break as 
an opportunity for adventure and 
expedition.
     Junior Haylee Riley is planning on 
going hiking and camping in Georgia 
with two of her best friends. Riley said 
they are hiking Blood Mountain which 
is the highest peak in the Georgian 
section of the Appalachian Trail. She 
added, “I’m super excited to be hiking 
and camping because I haven’t been in 
such a long time, and I love being out 
in the middle of nowhere!”
     While some choose the moun-
tains, others decide to relax on the 
sunny shores of the beach. Fresh-
man McKenzie Dowdy said that 
she and her family are planning on 
going to Destin, Fla., and staying at 
a friend’s beach house. Junior Tara 
Walls also said she will be spending 
her time at the beach. Freshman 
Luke Vineyard is going to Panama 
City Beach with several friends that 
also go to MC.
     Freshman Austin Spencer said he’s 
planning a one-man road trip around 
the country. Also traveling around 
via road trip, freshman Cole Burkhal-
ter said he’s planning on taking his 
van, known as the “man van,” and 
driving with some friends to Zion 
National Park, the Grand Canyon, and 

     On Feb. 18 at the 67th NBA All-
Star Game in Los Angeles, Fergie sang 
the National Anthem to kick-off the 
basketball game. That seems normal, 
right? What was so unusual about this 
singing of the National Anthem was 
how terrible it sounded.
     Fergie, a famous singer who for-
merly sang with the Black Eyed Peas, 
decided that she wanted to put a big 
twist of her own on the National An-
them this year before the game against 
Team Lebron and Team Stephen.
     According to CNN, the singer said 
that she is “a risk taker artistically,” 
but the rendition of the song was more 
than a risk. “The intended tone” did not 
sound like music to the audiences’ ears. 
     People all over the country took to 
social media about the performance. 
Twitter users commented, “Why does 
she hate the National Anthem?” The 
performance did not do the National 
Anthem justice.
     MC students also commented on 
Twitter about the twisted tone of the 
country’s song.
     “My favorite part of the whole 
ordeal was the remix that someone 
made,” said junior Jessica Coleman. 
Many different gifs, memes, and par-
ody videos were made not long after 
Fergie performed, which were meant 
to make fun of her performance. 
     Coleman also said that her favor-
ite part of her performance was at 
the end when Fergie said, “Let’s play 
some basketball!” Emily Johnson also 
agreed with Coleman and said, “It 
made me laugh so hard.”
     Sallie Kaye Streeter, a music major, 
found the rendition embarrassing. “As 
a music major, I can honestly say that 
it was horrific,” said Streeter.
     Streeter noticed that “her runs were 
all over the place and not even good” 
and that Fergie “made 13 syllables out 

Sedona, Ariz. One of Burkhalter’s 
friends, sophomore Blake Glass, said, 
“I’m most excited about the journey, 
because it’s not the destination that 
matters. It’s the journey.” 
     For those people who have not 
quite decided what they want to do 
for spring break, there are mul-
titudes of things to be done and 
places to be seen.
     Go on a road trip with friends. 
Read a book for the first time in “for-
ever.” Spend a day exploring a nearby 
city. Spend a day exploring your own 
city. Go to an animal shelter; maybe 
even adopt a pet. Plant a garden. Write 
letters to people you love. Go camp-
ing. Have a “Harry Potter” movie mar-
athon! Volunteer at a local non-profit. 
Do something to help someone out. 
Do nothing at all. SLEEP! Whatever 
you decide to do—just have fun! 
     It is not always necessary to plan 
extravagant and expensive trips. You 
can create an adventure wherever 
you are.
     Spring break is a time to do so 
many things other than schoolwork for 
once. Sometimes it’s a good idea to 
invest some time in yourself. Whether 
that be treating yourself to a spa day 
or lying in bed watching your favor-
ite TV show—it’s a perfect time to 
recharge and simply enjoy being out of 
school. You can try out a new hob-
by, get a new haircut, or completely 
reinvent yourself. Spring is a season 
of new beginnings. The flowers are 
starting to bloom and the air is get-
ting warmer and the cold of winter is 
(hopefully) no more.
     No matter what you decide to do, 
make the most of it so that you can 
come back to school refreshed and 
ready to take on the remainder of 
your classes.

the word ‘banner.’”
     Allison Vaughn, an elementary ed-
ucation major, could not bear to watch 
the entire performance. “I watched it 
for 10 seconds and then turned it off 
because it was cringe-y,” said Vaughn.
     The performance was not the only 
laughable part. Twitter users enjoyed 
the reactions of the basketball players 
during the song as well. 
     Carrie Hutto said that the player’s 
facial expressions during the perfor-
mance were her favorite part. “I honestly 
laughed so hard when I saw the reaction 
on the basketball players’ faces.”
     Streeter also commented that the re-
actions of the players were “priceless.” 
     “The basketball players were not 
feeling it,” she added.
     Fergie spoke out after the horrible 
Twitter backlash and said, “I’ve always 
been honored and proud to perform the 
national anthem, and last night I wanted 
to try something special for the NBA.” 
It was special, but not the type of spe-
cial that the audience likes.
    The performance as a whole lasted 
two and a half minutes.
     This performance came after a 
long year for Fergie as she decided 
to officially separate from the Black 
Eyed Peas in June 2017. She wanted 
to focus more on her solo career, and 
she did so by release of her new album 
“Double Dutchess.”
     During the same month of the 
separation, she went through another 
and more personal one. She and her 
husband, Josh Duhamel, separated af-
ter being married for eight years. After 
some difficult months for Fergie, the 
National Anthem performance did not 
make her life any easier.
 What did you think of Fergie’s 
“special” rendition of the National 
Anthem? Tweet us your thoughts @
MC_Collegian.

Break Free This Spring Break Fergie Flubs Our National Anthem
BY Carlie Prescott
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BY Joelle Youngblood
REPORTER
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Q: What single event has had the biggest impact on who you are?

Q: What are the most common roadblocks that stop people from achieving their dreams?

Q: Do you think that humans as species have gotten better through generations or worse?

Q: How much is a human life worth and are some lives worth more than others?

A: It would have to be when I met Jesus and got saved at the age of 13. While I had grown up in a Chris-
tian household and attended a Christian school, I wasn't a follower of Jesus so much as I was a fan of Him. 
However, once I surrendered my life at the foot of the cross, things have never been the same! Now, I'm 
graduating with a Christian Studies Ministry degree and I'm the proud co-founder of a nonprofit ministry 
called The Or Project; we work specifically to help women in the JXN area get out of sex trafficking. Being 
able to serve the community and love those who live in the margins and outskirts of life is a privilege and 
a joy that I wouldn't be participating in if not for the love that Jesus extended to me! (If you want to know 
more about The Or Project, follow us on social media!)

A: Some of the common roadblocks are family, a lack of self motivation, self doubt, procrastination, and 
criticism. We often experience family hardships that set us back from the goals that we aspire to achieve – 
someone has to care for an elderly or disabled relative. It’s hard to not only be motivated but continue to 
push forward in spite of all the negativities we face in our lives. Criticism can be both good and bad and we 
often focus on how bad a situation is and not appreciate the good that comes out of it. We worry a lot about 
what will others think and not what's best for you. No matter how terrible or bad it is, I know that I can al-
ways pray and ask the Lord for guidance. Procrastination is very major and I think it coincides with motiva-
tion! The Lord is my strength and with His strength why should I be afraid?

A: This is a very loaded question, and I think that, at first glance, is it easy to judge the world we live in and 
to pick the side of becoming a “worse” generation, especially from all the recent news stories. However, I 
believe that every generation has their “ups” and “downs” so there is no easy, straightforward answer to this 
question. If I had to pick one, all in all, I would say that as a generation we have gotten better. We have made 
amazing advancements in technology, medicine, education, and human rights and privileges. We as humans 
will always have improvements to make in our society, but just look at how far we have already come in the 
last 50, 100, and 300+ years.

A: The life of each human being has extraordinary value. God, our Creator, has given the gift of life to 
humans and created them in His own image. Therefore, each person is a masterpiece in the sight of God 
and is fully loved by Him. No human life is more or less special than another human life. God’s creation is 
beautifully diverse, and He has equipped each of us with different strengths, weaknesses, talents, gifts, and 
abilities in order that we may glorify Him. God certainly does not show favoritism, but desires to person-
ally fellowship with all humanity so much that he offers each the gift of rebirth into a new creation through 
Christ. Likewise, we should make it a priority to see each human life as equally valuable so that we may more 
naturally exemplify His love toward each other.

Images & Questions by Anais Eliseeva
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ADVERTISING IN 
THE COLLEGIAN

CONTACT OUR 
AD MANAGER:
MEREDITH STRATMANN
at mestratmann@mc.edu

Dots & Boxes Game
1. Take turns drawing lines between the dots.
2. Capture a box by drawing its fourth wall.
3. After you capture a box, you must draw another line.

GOAL: Player with the most boxes at the end wins!


