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THE BLIND DATE

Jacey Jarnagin's Perspective:

Joven Tristeza's Perspective:

BY Joelle Youngblood
REPORTER

see page 9

     The wise Beyoncé once said for all the 
single ladies to put their hands up. So, when the 
MC Collegian announced that they were going 
to sponsor a blind date story, I knew that I just 
had to enter. Imagine my surprise when I found 
out that I was the lucky single lady who was 
chosen for the experience! 
     Being a commuter made my evening even 
more mysterious. I drove through the misty 
night, parked in the desolate commuter lot, and 
made my way up to the empty Quad. I noticed 
a shadowy figure moving to our meeting spot 
while I was walking up. As I approached him, 
he looked up and asked me if I was here for the 
“thing.” A few moments later, we exchanged 
names and made our way to the adventure ahead. 
     When deciding upon a restaurant, I found 
out that Joven Tristeza already had his heart 
set on Japanese food for the evening. Since I, 
too, enjoy sushi and hibachi, we drove the short 
distance to Bonsai in Clinton. 
     While we waited for a table, Joven took 
out his phone and I immediately noticed his 
background. It was the wallpaper for the anime 
movie “Your Name.” When I mentioned that 
I loved the movie, his eyes lit up. This opened 
the doorway for an evening conversation filled 
with anime, movies, video games, and memes. 
Although I must admit, I was slightly taken by 
surprise when Joven asked me if I liked memes 
(which I do). 

     Throughout our date, I found out that Joven 
is Filipino, has an older brother, and was ac-
cepted into medical school. At one point in the 
night, Joven tested my limits by offering me 
a small piece of his octopus tentacle. My eyes 
were drawn to the tiny suction cups and I was 
very hesitant to give it a try. To keep the adven-
ture going, I shut my eyes and bit down on the 
octopus limb. The taste wasn’t terrible, and the 
texture was better than I thought it would be. 
Because of Joven, I can officially say that I’ve 
eaten octopus now. 
     When we finished our meal, we headed back 
to campus. However, as soon as we were driving 
away, I exclaimed that we’d forgotten to take a 
photo! Joven suggested for us to pull over at a 
gas station for the picture. Because I didn’t want 
the lovely readers of the Collegian to think that 
we had our date at a gas station, I suggested we 
take the photo in the Commons at MC. 
     Throughout the drive back, Joven played 
early 2000s pop-rock music. We jammed out 
to Train, Secondhand Serenade, and Evanes-
cence. When Joven dropped me off at my car, 
we thanked each other for the pleasant evening 
and departed. 
     Overall, the idea of a blind date is a great 
way to meet new people for a laid-back ex-
perience. I’d suggest future participants to go 
into the experience with a positive mindset for 
a fun time.

    There are some things in this universe that 
are never meant to win, such as the Cleveland 
Browns in the 2017-2018 NFL season, the War-
riors after getting a 3-1 lead in the NBA finals, 
and me with random drawings. You can prob-
ably imagine my surprise when I did win, and 
then the immediate shock of dread. I actually 
had to go on a blind date. That’s the equivalent 
of going to watch a movie without at least look-
ing at the ratings or reading a quick summary of 
it from Wikipedia. I quickly got over that fear, 
though, when I remembered that time I watched 
8 Mile thinking it was going to be a racing 
movie, and it turned out to be a pretty good film 
about a guy who became a successful rapper 
through his mom’s spaghetti.
     Anyway, I showed up on time and this girl 
greeted me. I was shook. Have you ever shown 
up for a new class and then saw one of your 
friends sitting there, in the same class? Well, my 
experience was nothing like that, because the girl 
standing before me was no one I recognized.
     It turns out her name was Jacey Jarnagin. I 

had been craving sushi for the past week and a 
half so I asked if we could eat at Bonsai. While 
walking to my car, we talked some more. I 
found out she was a junior and a marketing ma-
jor.  Since the only thing I know about business 
is from The Wolf of Wall Street and Mr. Krabs 
from Spongebob, I felt intimidated. I tried to 
impress her by saying things like “buy low and 
sell high,” “stock market,” and “banks” every 
few words.  I’m not sure if she was impressed (I 
will have to read her article to really know), but 
I’d like to think she was.
     The actual date was a solid affair. I was 
scared that we would have nothing to talk about 
and actually had a list of small-talk topics on 
my phone, but my preparedness was for naught. 
It turned out we liked some of the same movies 
and television shows so we talked about that a 
lot, which was really good. The food was great, 
and the drive back was better. Not only did she 
like good shows like me, but she also had a 
good taste in early 2000s alternative rock mu-

sic. We listened to Linkin Park and Blink-182 
on the way back.
     Overall, the date went great. My only regret 
is that I forgot that I was listening to Call Me 
Maybe on my phone while getting ready so it 
was the first song that played in my car.  At first 
I was embarrassed, but then I realized that if 
you don’t like Carly Rae Jepson, you’re the one 
that should be embarrassed. If I had to give the 
blind date a rating, it’d be an 11/10. I added an 
extra point because she didn’t laugh when Call 
Me Maybe blared through my speakers.
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     On Jan. 20, students participated in The Big 
Event.
     The Big Event was started by Texas A&M and 
has grown to be a national day of service for many 
universities around the country. The service day is 
always around Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
     Beth Masters, director of Christian life minis-
tries, said that the event is connected to MLK Day 
in order to “remember his ideas of service and 
serving others around you.”
     In previous years, the event was held on MLK 
Day, but this year the Christian Development 
Leadership team decided to move the event to the 
weekend after in order to allow more students to 
be there. Two hundred and nine students went into 
the community and served this year, and CAB 
partnered with Christian Development to make the 
event even better.
     “The team picked which nonprofits and com-
munity groups that we feel like we need to work 
with this year,” said Masters. The team had a list 
of places that MC has served at the past to choose 
from or add to. “The biggest part is connecting 
with the agencies,” said Masters.
     The organizations where students were sent to 
serve were the Four C’s, Mustard Seed, We Will Go, 
Methodist Children’s Home, and Mission Byram. 
     The student coordinator for The Big Event was 
Aly Travani. She served on the Christian Devel-
opment Leadership team last year where The Big 
Event first impacted her in a big way. 
     “I ended up going to We Will Go, which I had 
never heard of. After serving there for a few hours, I 
immediately felt the Lord tugging on my heart to go 
back,” said Travani. After her experience, she began 
serving at We Will Go in an after-school program 
for kids living in poverty in downtown Jackson.
     “I wanted to do everything in my power to 
allow other MC students to be impacted by the 
event like I was, and I have developed a real pas-
sion for service that I wanted to share with others,” 
said Travani.
 After the event was over, Travani said that 
she was contacted by several of the nonprofits say-
ing that many students had volunteered to serve 
even further.
     Taylor Jones, a member of the Christian Devel-
opment Leadership team, lead a group of students 
to Mission Byram. “Mission Byram serves the 
community by giving food, clothing, and other 
resources that meet physical needs while also 
fulfilling spiritual needs,” said Jones.
     The senior elementary education major said 
that her favorite part about the whole day was “ev-
eryone coming back together at the end and seeing 
how each student got to serve in a different way.”
     Amber Colvin, a senior, was able to serve at 
Mission Byram where she got to hand out food 
to those in need. “I was impacted by how even 
though some of those people were going through 
some tough times they were in such great spirits,” 
said Colvin. She said that the people were “so fun 
to talk to and get to know.”
     After the day was over, Chick-fil-A was provid-
ed in the Commons for everyone who participated 
to enjoy. The Big Event will take place again next 
year with hopes for even more students to get 
involved.
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     As a young adult, that belongs to the millennial genera-
tion, I am plagued with the question of “What comes next?” 
I am in this weird place where the majority of my friends are 
getting engaged, married, and pregnant. And yet a lot of us are 
in this place of what comes next. 
     When diving into 1 Corinthians 7, I never imagined that 
there could be so much information and life application in the 
40 verses, but as the margins of my journaling Bible are filled, 
I can say there is so much content that is worth studying 
deeply. This information isn’t just geared at the singles. Paul 
makes everyone feel accounted for in chapter 7.
     To understand the CONTENT of 1 Corinthians 7, one must 
understand the CONTEXT. In the chapter, this is Paul an-
swering the question of the Corinthians. What does marriage, 
sexual immorality, and singleness look like in that day and 
age. Since the Corinthians have “come to Christ” and their 
hearts have been changed, now they must understand that the 
external must change in their actions. Without a change in 
actions, the heart change is pretty much useless.
     This was not Paul writing to the American church of 2017, 
he was writing to the church at Corinth, a pagan city that 
was run rampant with sexual sins. This was Paul addressing 
the situation that was occurring. As we approach scripture, 
the first thing I would say that is in the Old Testament, those 
who were not marriage and those who were eunuchs, were 
cursed. Their family line was to be cut-off if they were unable 
to have children. We see that all throughout the OT. Genesis 
1:28 literally commands Adam and Eve to be fruitful and 
multiply, literally God tells them to go make babies. From 
the beginning, it was good to be married and have children, 
because this meant your name would not end, you would not 
be cursed.
     As you move into the New Testament, you can see that 
Paul does not carry the same attitude of being married. He 
carries the opinion of don’t get married, save yourself the 
heartache, but with good intentions. As you read 1 Corin-
thians, and I encourage you to and mark it up in your Bible, 
listen to how Paul talks, see that he calls those Corinthians 
to devote themselves to prayer so that they may be able to 
control themselves (v. 5)
     When we see that Paul places both marriage and singleness 
as good things, we are able to see that they are both really 
good gifts that God purposely gave to each and everyone of us. 
According to scripture, marriage is expected, but singleness is 
exceptional. Spending the time as a single pursuing God will 
allow you to be free from concern. A single man is not con-
cerned with his marriage or family, but he is concerned with the 
matters of the Lord. Whereas the married man is anxious about 
how he can best please his wife (v. 32)
     Now hear me out. I am not saying that being married is 
wrong, because it’s not, just look back at verse 28, if one 
chooses to get married he has not sinned, his worries will be 
much different than the person who has been given the gift 
of singleness. When we are able to view singleness as just as 
much a gift as marriage, then we will be able to understand 
where Paul is coming from. In the world, about half of adults 
are not married. Both of these gifts are for the ultimate glory 
of God. A person who is single has the gift of singleness, but 
that does not mean that they will always have that gift, but it 
is about what you do with that gift while you have it.
     Don’t squander your gift. Do not squander your singleness, 
use it for the glory of God. Your singleness has a purpose, 
God did not give it to you just for the heck of it. He gave it to 
you for the glory of His Kingdom.
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PROFESSOR PROFILE

     The Mississippi College literature professor, 
Jim Everett, described his job as “energy con-
suming, challenging, and rewarding.”
     It was a pretty long path until Everett realized 
he wanted to teach literature. As he grew up, it 
took him a while to decide who he wanted to be 
in the future. He grew up on the bay in Florida 
and left his home to get a degree in college.
     “In my senior prophecy, at the end of our 
yearbooks, I put ‘military motion picture pho-
tography.’ I hadn’t thought about teaching,” 
said Everett. He completed a double major in 
geography and German, because it was what 
he needed in order to go into the Air Force. “I 
got my master’s in TV and film, which I also 
planned on doing in the army.” 
     Everett’s first job in the Air Force was a mis-
sile launch officer and he used to spend a lot of 
time underground. “I was reading and catching 
up on things I had always wanted to read and 
never did. I noticed how much it meant to me,” 
said Everett.
     Also, while being in the army, he got a 
chance to teach a little bit. “The instructor said 
that I do well on my feet talking in front of peo-
ple,” said Everett. Eventually, those events led 
him to a decision to stop the Air Force and pro-
ceed toward teaching. Even though Everett is 
not what he wanted to be when he was young, 
he “really enjoyed the switch.”
     Everett named several authors that take place 
among his favorites. “Joseph Conrad and Thom-

as Hardy,” he said, “I like them because of the 
richness of their style. I enjoy their descrip-
tions of settings, they have less dialogue and a 
lot more atmosphere description.” 
     As for the recent writers, Everett especial-
ly likes Walker Percy and Graham Greene. 
“They write about the things that matter the 
most — the soul and the spiritual condition 
of humans. Both of them are able to lead you 
towards these grand subjects,” he said.
     According to Everett, it doesn’t matter 
what to do first — read a book or watch a 
movie adaptation. “The important thing to re-
alize is that there is not one that has a special 
value over the other. A movie can be made 
from a book and change drastically,” he said, 
“Sometimes, I didn’t read the book because I 
wanted to be surprised by the movie first.”
Besides the prose, Everett enjoys poetry a 
lot. The first poet he named was Englishman 
William Wordsworth. “He deals with what 
the person feels in nature and I enjoy seeing 
the way he works out these feelings.” Everett 
is also a fan of Li-Young Lee, Robert Frost, 
and Gerard Manley Hopkins.
     An interesting fact about Everett is that 

one of his hobbies is bird watching. “I enjoy 
looking for certain types of birds and learning 
their songs. It’s a real challenge,” he said, “I’ve 
got CDs that I listen to and try to test myself to 
see if I can recognize the call.”
     At MC, Everett likes the congenial atmo-
sphere. When he started teaching here, Ever-
ett was surprised by kindness and politeness 
of the students. “I also like the setting physi-
cally,” he said and added, “Jennings — I love 
this building!” 
     According to Everett, the most common 
mistake literature professors tend to make is 
“gauging the enthusiasm of the students and, 
if it’s not high enough, moving on to cover the 
lesson planned.” He found himself doing that, 
too. “I would have things I want to cover that 
day and I would be setting the class according 
to my speed rather than the students’ level of 
interest,” he said.
      Everett doesn’t consider himself a 
hard-grader. The best way to study for his class 
is to take careful notes on things you heard in 
class. “If you are writing it down, I think it’s the 
best way to make a connection between your 
brain and your hand,” said Everett.

JIM 
EVERETT

‘A Spirit of Adventure’: 
T.J. Williams Makes 

His Directorial 
Debut At MC

The Inca of 
Perusalem

BY Anais Eliseeva
PHOTOGRAPHER
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     “People should be able to find their charac-
ters, have a spirit of adventure, and know how to 
have fun,” Theatre instructor Phyllis Seawright 
said. Seawright’s Directing II student, Terrance 
Williams Jr., also known as, “T.J.” Williams has 
directed small productions for community theatre, 
but this is his directorial debut at MC. Williams is 
directing a full-length, comedic one-act called The 
Inca of Perusalem
     MC students may not be familiar with George 
Bernard Shaw’s piece about a poor widow named 
Ermyntrude. Ermyntrude survives off her father 
Archdeacon’s small income until she takes a job as a 
maid, and an unexpected romance brews with blend 
of comedic banter. 
     Seawright said the characters are mature “real 
people.”  Williams said, “I believe when people 
come see the show they will realize it’s a timeless 
piece as a lot of it is still relevant today.” Shaw’s 
characters are classified as odd with dominant traits, 
and gradually throughout the play their background 
and thoughts will be revealed. 
     “T.J. has a good sense of timing, blocking, and 
building characters,” Seawright said. On audition 
day, Williams will choose different monologues 
and short scenes from The Inca of Perusalem for 
the actors to read. The short units are called beats 
– units that contain two or three characters and are 
scenes within a scene. The script can be found on 
the internet, which gives the actors an opportunity to 
become familiar with Shaw’s writing before audi-
tions. At auditions, Seawright wants to see how the 
actors will play off each other. “It has to be people 
who like words, can learn a lot of lines, and love it,” 
she said.
     Williams is not sweating over the directorial pro-
cess.“It’s a fun time and it’s been relaxed so far,” he 
said. In Feb., after auditions, Williams will have a 
read-through and at least one rehearsal. With one-act 
plays, student directors can meet with their actors 
once or twice a week for about one or two hours.  
Williams wants “To see some faithful MC theater 
faces as well as new faces hoping to plunge into the 
world of theater.” Spring Scenes auditions are Feb. 
6 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The Inca of Perusalem per-
formance days are Tuesday, April 17, and Thursday, 
April 19 at 7 p.m.

BY Tamia Craft
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BY Madeline Osigian
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     Spring Scenes are always a highlight of Mississippi 
College’s Communication Department productions, and 
this year will be no exception. The Inca of Perusalem, a 
one-act play by George Bernard Shaw, is the feature this 
time around. It will be student-directed by junior TJ Wil-
liams, a protégée of Dr. Phyllis W. Seawright’s theater-di-
recting class.
     “The Inca of Perusalem is the story of the king of Ger-
many during WWI, and it’s a journey through different lives 
during the war - for example, how people had to adapt to 
food rations,” said Williams. In the show, the title character 
“Inca” represents Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany, but Shaw 
avoided using the ruler’s real name since he was writing 
in 1916 in the midst of the World War. “Perusalem” is a 
fictional place but puns on Peru, the real home of the Inca, 
and Prussia, the kingdom from which Imperial Germany 
emerged. Addressing the theme of poverty in the aftermath 
of war, the show uses symbolism and satire, which give it a 
fairytale-like quality.
      Director Williams is not a stranger to the theater. He 
gained experience directing several shows when he was 
younger, many of which were history-related shows, just 
like The Inca of Perusalem. Previously, he starred in and 
directed a production of Rump, a hip-hop adaptation of 
Rumplestiltskin. However, this is his first show to direct at 
Mississippi College, and he is excited for auditions.
      Williams said his hopes for auditions were “that everyone 
will come and do their best and that I’ll have enough people 
to pick from. Theater at Mississippi College isn’t usually 
overrunning with options, so hopefully, I’ll have the cream 
of the crop.” He wants audiences who come to see the show 
in April to enjoy it, and that requires a significant turn-out at 
auditions to cast six stellar actors: four men and two women. 
The roles include the Inca, an archdeacon, a princess, and a 
widow, among others. As he will be working with a small 
cast, Williams has high hopes for the show itself and encour-
ages his actors to give it their very best!
     Open auditions for The Inca of Perusalem will be held 
in MC’s black box Aven Little Theater from 2-4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6. Students who are interested in taking on 
a role will perform a cold reading for the director. The 
performances will be on April 17 and 19 at 7 p.m. and will 
take place in Aven Little Theater, which seats up to 110 
people. Whether you love history, politics, or theater or 
just want to watch a great story unfold, The Inca of Perusa-
lem is a must-see this spring!
     For more information about the show, you can contact 
TJ Williams at tgwilliams1@mc.edu or Dr. Phyllis W. 
Seawright at seawrigh@mc.edu.
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     Former Mississippi College football star 
Chris Lyles is enjoying success in the Canadian 
Football League. Lyles signed a two-year deal 
with the Saskatchewan Roughriders last May 
after he was released from the Indianapolis 
Colts rookie mini-camp.
     The main goal for Lyles is to one day reach 
the NFL, but for now, he is blessed and excit-
ed for his opportunities in the CFL. “I have 
one more season of my contract for the Sas-
katchewan Rough Riders because I signed a 
two year contract. So I want to finish my last 
season strong, and the main goal is the NFL. 
That is where I am trying to go, but the CFL 
has made me stronger, and it has made me 
appreciate the time that I am putting in. The 
good thing is that God is good, and if the NFL 
doesn’t work, I could have a long CFL career,” 
Lyles said.
     Lyles played two seasons for the Choctaws 
where he had two interceptions and seven pass 
break-ups. He acknowledges that Mississippi 
College has helped him become the leader he is 
today. “Mississippi College taught me how to 
be a leader, someone who leads by example,” 
Lyles said.
     Professional football atmospheres are in-
tense, and it took Lyles a little while to get over 
that fear of playing in front of a huge crowd. 
“The first game, I was really nervous. It was a 
preseason game against our rival, the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers. It was a sold out crowd – they 
had 30,000 people, and I have never played in 
front of a crowd like that before. I never have 
played in front of a quarter of the size of that 
crowd. I am not going to lie I was tickled, I 
was scared, I was nervous, but that game really 
made a man out of me. It made me decide if I 
really wanted to play professional football or 
not,” said Lyles.
     Lyles grew accustomed to playing in front 
of the “best fans in Canada.” It made him feel 
like he was playing in the NFL already. “Our 
environment is the best; we have the best fans 
in Canada. We had the best attendance in the 
CFL last season. That environment will scare 
you sometimes because of how loud they are 
and how much they love you. At the same 

time, they do not want to see you fail, but they 
are behind you,” he said. “I did really well 
in a game, and all these kids were screaming 
my name. They were like, ‘Mr. Lyles’ and I 
just gave them my gloves. I was like a hero 
to them, and it was like playing in the NFL,” 
Lyles stated. 
     Canadian football and American football 
have some differences, and it took time for 
Lyles to adjust. “The field size in the CFL is a 
lot longer than American football. Formations 
are different; their receivers can move off of 
the line, so I had to adjust. I had to use my 
brain more, and it’s wasn’t about how athletic 
you are. It’s about technique. It is more of a 
technique type of game,” Lyles said.
     Lyles had to get out of his comfort zone 
in Saskatchewan, where he had to play the 
halfback position instead of cornerback. “In 
the CFL there are 12 guys on the field instead 
of 11, and I played a nickleback or safety-type 
position. That position is one of the hardest 
positions on the field. I was in that position be-
cause I was athletic enough and quick enough 
to play it. When I got there, I had to adjust 
to the big field and there was a lot ground to 
cover. Halfback is a tough position but I like 
it,” Lyles said.
     Adjusting to football wasn’t the only thing 
Lyles had to do. He also was adjusting to life 
north of the border. “Being so young and being 
so far away from home; it was tough, but I had 
to adjust… The people were very different. It 
was a big variety of people, and at first I was 
uncomfortable because I did not know anybody. 
I really did not have anybody to relate to, but 
they still made me feel at home. They wel-
comed me with open arms,” said Lyles.
     His whole football career, Lyles relied on 
his athletic ability. Standing at 6’4 and weigh-
ing 194 pounds, Lyles was the perfect size for 
an NFL cornerback. His speed and athleticism 
is even more impressive. At his pro day, Lyles 
ran a 4.38 in the 40-yard dash, had an 11’ board 
jump, and had a 39 inch vertical. In the CFL, 
Lyles could not just rely on his abilities any-
more, he needed to learn technique and become 
a student of the game. 
     “When I was in college, I was so into my 
athleticism. I depended on my speed and my 
gifts for everything, but in the pros, everyone 
is athletic and has talent. There is no way to 
beat someone without watching film and having 

great technique,” said Lyles. 
     Lyles learned how to be a pro quickly, as 
professional practices are intense as they come. 
“CFL practices were very competitive, and it is 
always the 1’s vs the 1’s. There were a lot of real 
game situations, and scheming against the other 
team,” he said. “We focused on their scheme and 
their key players. We watched filmed every day 
in the morning and after practice.  So it was film, 
film, film…” 
     If practices were hard, learning the playbook 
was even harder, as professional playbooks 
never stop growing. “The playbook was big. We 
changed plays after every week, and there was a 
new playbook after every week. It was according 
to what the other team was doing, so one week 
we would be playing pattern reading, another 
week we would be playing man, and the next 
week we would be playing a cover 4/cover-2 
type coverage,” said Lyles.
     In professional football, there are moments 
when you realize that you are playing against the 
world’s best athletes. Lyles had that moment in 
his rookie season’s finale. “Last game of the sea-
son we played the Ottawa Redblacks, and they 
moved me back to corner for the first time. There 
was a receiver who was really quick and fast. He 
gave me a welcome home; he was catching some 
passes and I said to myself that I need to “bow 
up” and I had to figure this out. I knew I couldn’t 
get down on myself, and I had to be strong,” 
Lyles said.
     After a moment like that, rookies can ques-
tion if they belong in the league, but Lyles 
remembered that he can play with these guys. 
He first realized that in the preseason where he 
stepped up when his team needed him. “It was 
the second preseason game, and we played a 
great team called the BC Lions. We were in Van-
couver and we were getting beat kind of badly, 
and our coaches were like, ‘We need someone 
to step up.’ Something went through me in that 
moment and I had my Father (God) with me. 
I made great plays, I had great tackles, forced 
fumbles, and I had a really good game. That’s 
what showed me that I could play with the best,” 
Lyles said.
 Lyles hopes his second CFL season is 
better than his first. His ultimate goal is to play 
in the NFL, and there has been a long line of 
CFL players who transitioned to the NFL. If 
Lyles keeps playing well, Mississippi College 
might have a Choctaw in the League.

BY Corey Rholdon
SPORTS EDITOR
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Experience and Expectations 
Motivate the Tennis Teams
BY Sadie Wise
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
     Mississippi College’s Men’s 
and Women’s Tennis teams kick 
off their spring season on Monday, 
Feb. 12. The teams will make a 
short trip to Jackson to take on the 
Jackson State University Tigers for 

their first matches of the year.
     David Boteler is getting ready 
to enter his 21st season as head 
coach for the men’s and wom-

Former Mississippi College 
Choctaw Enjoys Success In The CFL
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en’s tennis teams at Mississippi 
College. Boteler has experience 
in both Division II and Division 
III, as he has lead the Choctaws 
throughout the years in transition. 
Boteler managed to take his teams 
to the Gulf South Conference 
Championship last season, just a 
few years after moving up from 
Division III to Division II in 2014. 
     One thing MC’s tennis program 
isn’t lacking this year: leadership. 
Both the men’s and women’s ros-
ters are packed full of seniors. On 
the men’s team there are 7 seniors, 
while 5 of the women are ready to 
take on their senior seasons. Two 
of those upperclassmen are Katie 
Reid and Sanders Barrick.
     “It’s different this year, it’s my 
last one,” Reid said. Practices and 
workouts have been the same as 
usual as they prepare for the up-
coming season, but the difference 
is Reid’s mindset going into the 
season as a senior. Reid is telling 
herself to “give it your all” as she 
awaits her last go-around as a part 
of the Choctaw team. One of her 
personal goals for this season is to 
be able to encourage the team. “We 

pretty much college athletes.” 
Being the youngest in his family, 
Barrick says finishing up his final 
season at MC means a lot. “It’s like 
an ending of a book for my fami-
ly,” the senior said. 
     “It’s gone by fast,” Barrick said 
of the arrival of his senior season. 
“I remember walking in here and 
talking to Coach about attending 
school here, and fast-forwarding to 
now, I’ve loved every bit of it.”
     As far as preparing for this sea-
son, Barrick feels that the coaches 
have prepared him and the rest of the 
players for the start of the season by 
having two-hour practices each day, 
along with strength and conditioning 
throughout the week. Barrick also 
mentioned the importance of the 
guys working out on their own time 
as well. “We all work our hardest, 
and that’s how we prepare.” 
      Staying in the doubles line-up 
and just simply staying healthy are 
two of Barrick’s personal goals 
for the year. Like the women’s 
team, the men are working toward 
making an appearance in the GSC 
Conference Championship again 
this year. 

have really good recruits this year, 
and we’re going to be a really good 
team, so I want to be able to en-
courage and be there for them.” 
     As far as overall team goals, 
Reid says that the biggest focus 
for the Lady Choctaws is to be 
able to be one of the best teams in 
the GSC by the end of the season. 
“I’m expecting us to be towards the 
top,” Reid said. 
     The senior leadership role is 
very important for Reid. “A lot of 
us are seniors, we’ve been there, 
and we’re experienced,” she said.  
As she gets ready to enter her 
fourth and final season as a Choc-
taw, Reid says her favorite part 
about being a part of the team are 
the road trips. “The uniqueness of 
having a family away from home – 
that’s been the best part for me.” 
      Another Choctaw senior is 
Sanders Barrick. Barrick came to 
Mississippi College as a freshman 
just three and a half years ago, 
having grown up with a family of 
tennis players and athletes. “My 
brother played tennis, my mom 
played tennis, my dad was a bas-
ketball player, and they were all 

     In 2017, the women made it to 
the quarterfinals of the conference 
tournament, while the men were 
able to push through to the semi-fi-
nals. “It all depends on conference 
play, and where we finish. The top 
eight teams make the playoffs,” 
Boteler said. Last year, both the 
men and women finished fourth in 
the conference. 
     As for the seniors on the team, 
Boteler says, “It’s always kind of 
bittersweet.” He explained that 
there is excitement around bring-
ing new players in, though. “We 
have three new girls this year, 
which will give us the most depth 
we’ve had.” 
     Boteler has high expectations for 
both teams this year. He says the ul-
timate goal for the men and women 
this season is to finish top two in the 
GSC. “It’s a tough conference.” 
     With key contributors returning 
from last year, both the Men’s and 
Women’s teams should be able 
to clinch spots in the playoffs for 
the second year in a row. Both 
Choctaw teams face their first 
conference rival, the West Alabama 
Tigers, at home on Feb. 28.

     A lot of words can be used to describe a baseball team that starts their season 
with a record of 2-17. Pathetic, sorry, and unimpressive could all fall into that cate-
gory. But what about the words hungry or determined? That’s highly unlikely, right?
     Well, the 2017 Mississippi College baseball team obviously wasn’t one for fol-
lowing standard procedure. After starting their first season as full-time members of 
the Gulf South Conference at a mark of 2-17, the Choctaws rebounded in a big way 
and worked their way to a final record of 20-28, including 15-17 in the GSC.
     “Last year, we were living on results and fear,” said head coach Jeremy 
Haworth. “We had a meeting in the locker room and decided that enough was 
enough and that we needed to be all in. Whether we are doing terrible and 
suffering together or we’re winning together, you have to ask yourself if you’re 
doing everything you can to be all in.”
     The Choctaws finished the 2017 season on an incredible run and finished 
seventh in the conference. They advanced to the GSC Tournament and though 
they didn’t win it all, they left plenty of promise open for the future.
     And that future is now. The Choctaws started their 2018 regular season 
campaign on Sat., Feb. 3, with a three-game set against Lindenwood. After 
nine months of waiting to take that next step, it’s obvious that there is plenty of 
excitement surrounding the start of the season.
     “It was awesome and I’m extremely excited to get going, especially since 
this is my senior year,” said senior outfielder Hunter Wilson about his offseason 
and his feelings about getting back to work. “I’m itching to get back out there 
with them since it’s my last one. I just hope it slows down.”
     The Choctaws open this season with 11 straight games against non-GSC op-
ponents before kicking off conference play in Carrollton against the University of 
West Georgia on Feb. 24. This season is promising to be a special one for a lot of 
reasons, but Haworth is focused on one thing in particular: the team’s mindset.
     “We’ve been doing something a lot different this year than we have in the 
past. We’ve always been result-driven in the past,” said Haworth. “This year, 
we really want to take it a little bit further of having our guys change a mindset 
of who they were and to really make it about doing everything in God’s name. 
That’s what we really wanted to focus on. So, everything we do is going to be 
done with our whole mind, body, and soul.
     “We set standards for our guys: faith, selfless, and relentless. They have to 
live by those every single day. There’s been times where it hasn’t gone so well. 
But the deal is we learn to win together and lose together. That means when we 
do well, we all get to celebrate. When we don’t do so well, we fall at the same 
time. We’re learning that to be ultimately selfless in everything we do, it will 
help us be relentless going into the season.”
     This new makeup and mindset is what Haworth expects to drive the Choc-
taw baseball team through the 2018 season. And so far, it’s definitely rubbing 
off on his players. 
     “I really think that this team wants to make an impact,” said junior infielder 
Blaine Crim. “We just want to leave it all out there and give God the glory as 
much as we can. If we do that, there’s nothing really that we can worry about. If 
we leave it all between the lines and do everything we can, that’s all we can ask 
for. I think we have a bunch of guys who are willing and ready to do that. So 
we’ll see how it takes us.”
     This Choctaws baseball team will offer plenty of new faces, including a few 
freshmen and transfers that joined the team over the offseason. According to 
Haworth, these new additions could be the missing pieces that this team needs 
to make a serious push come early May.
     “I think a lot of it is we’re filling in some holes offensively,” Haworth said. 
“And don’t get me wrong, we’ve had a lot of success offensively here. But we 
have to keep that going. We’ve added some key pieces, like with Billy Cam-
eron. He’s just a power-hitting third baseman that fills in that role that Chance 
Whitten left us with last year, but our pitching staff is the big one. We added 
some key pieces to the bullpen. We have guys that are your starters and are kind 
of like pace car guys. Then we feel like we have pretty good backend guys who 
can close out games for us.”
     The Choctaws were picked seventh in this year’s GSC preseason poll and 
had three players selected to the preseason all-conference team: Hunter Wilson, 
Grant Barber, and Kyle Smith. The Choctaws are known for their offensive 
firepower but struggled a bit with pitching last season. Even though none of the 
Choctaw pitchers made the preseason all-conference team, that doesn’t seem to 
bother MC junior pitcher Tommy Taborda.
     “Oh yeah, for sure,” said Taborda. “All those guys show a lot of heart and 

they show that they want to be out there. Early on in the fall, we started off with 
a lot of injuries. But there were a lot of guys in the training room who were 
willing to get better and healthy. It just shows that they are dedicated and they 
are ready to buy in this year.”
     The Choctaws will take on 10 different GSC opponents this season and have 
30 different opportunities to claw their way up the conference ladder and make 
a run at the top spot. With the new recruits and new outlook, there’s plenty to be 
excited about for the Choctaw squad.
     “The energy, for sure,” said Wilson. “I feel like the culture is starting to 
change. We come every day ready to work. There’s no lackadaisical efforts and 
everyone is on the same unit right now and ready to play.”
     Wilson, Crim, and Taborda all mentioned the idea of beating as one heartbeat 
together as a unit this season and the potential that they can reach when they 
play with that synchronization.
     “If we can get that one heartbeat mentality together, everything will play out 
and it will be fine,” Crim said.
     This season is ultimately shaping up to be a special one for the Mississippi 
College Choctaw baseball team. It doesn’t seem like that long ago that they 
were in the cellar of the GSC standings and could not find their way out. But 
this season, not only do they have hope, but they also have a solid chance at 
making some serious noise around the conference and perhaps even in the Col-
lege World Series. And for the team to accomplish that feat in Haworth’s third 
year as head coach would truly be something special.
     “The culture is the biggest change for me,” Haworth said. “The culture has 
gone 180 degrees. Just seeing guys step up to be leaders. It’s not all about the 
wins and losses; it’s about changing lives and being a man. I tell them all the 
time that God does not want their success, but rather their surrender. And once 
they figure that out, they will have all the success in the world. I think they’re 
starting to figure that out with being selfless.
     “When I first got here, it had nothing to do with the team. Those guys have 
changed my life and the lives of the coaches, and we’ve changed each other’s 
lives along the way. It’s not about ‘me’ anymore; it’s what we can do for others. 
And that’s changed totally because of what the guys are doing out there.”
     Last season was a reminder that all it takes is a little spark for a seemingly 
bad team to right the ship and make some noise. But now that the ship is back 
on track, where is it bound to go? A GSC title? Further? Now that the Choctaws 
have had a taste of the GSC spotlight, they are bound to want more.
     “Just knowing that we’re able to do it,” Taborda said. “We didn’t really know 
that we could win that many games. We didn’t know that we could be good 
competition in the GSC. Now we have faith in that and have a lot more faith in 
our coaching staff and know that we can compete. Hopefully we understand at 
the beginning of the season that we can ride that wave and push on.”
     Whatever the case may be, make sure to head out to Dickins-Scoper Baseball 
Stadium this spring and find out. Choctaw baseball is finally back, and it truly 
looks like the team has something special in the works. Chances are that you 
won’t want to miss it.
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Another College 
Rivalry Story

OPINIONS

BY Madison Brown 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
When you think college sports, you think rivalry. Ole Miss and Miss. 
State. Alabama and Auburn. Michigan and Ohio. Rivalries that extend 
into areas not even related to sports, and Mississippi College has one, 
too. A rival so big that even wearing green on St. Patrick’s Day is consid-
ered treason. Hashtags and buttons that read #bEATtheOkra can be found 
all over campus and on social media starting a week before game day. So 
who is our rival?
Delta State. 
This rivalry goes back decades.  The two schools have competed in 
almost every major sport starting as early as the 1930s. Before the Choc-
taws left the Gulf South Conference in 1996, the competition between 
these two teams was intense, but now back at Division II, Mississippi 
College students and the Clinton area have been reminded of just how 
big this rivalry is.
Athletic director Mike Jones said that MC alum had one thing on their 
minds when the Choctaws moved back to Division II: “Beat Delta State.” 
He said, “They knew how important it was. The renewal of this rivalry is 
great for athletics, for the state, and for both of these schools.” Convinc-
ing students to get involved however, is a different story. 
Mississippi College and Delta State have always fought for the Gulf 
South Conference championship title, and assistant athletic director Da-
vid Nichols said it’s always nice to have “bragging rights over your rival 
team.” He said, “We’re trying to get our student athletes to appreciate the 
rivalry and get back to what it once was in the 80s and 90s.” 
The younger generations don’t remember how intense the rivalry was 
before the Choctaws left the GSC. Don Lofton, head coach for the men’s 
basketball team, said that since the Choctaws have moved back to Di-
vision II, hopefully the rivalry mindset will come back as well. “I think 
interest from the fans will grow.” He said it’s healthy for MC athletics to 
compete in such a rivalry because the athletes and coaches look forward 
to facing the Statesmen. 
For former Choctaw football players like Dr. Jim Turcotte, this rivalry is 
personal. “When I was a student, they were our No. 1 rival. We prepared 
for them all year.” Like others, Turcotte hopes that students will learn 
more about the history of the rivalry and invest into it as years go by. He 
said, “They don’t understand how important it was for us to beat Delta 
State when we were athletes. We didn’t care if we won another game all 
year, as long as we beat Delta State.” 
This isn’t just a rivalry on the basketball court or the football field 
though. It’s a battle on the recruitment field, too.  Delta State and Missis-
sippi College are the only Division II schools in the state which means 
they’re constantly fighting for recruits. Coach Lofton said, “In college 

athletics, it comes down to players. Beating Delta State would help us 
gain back the respect we need in the athletic program.” MC athletes rec-
ognize the rivalry as well. 
Sophomore Choctaw women’s basketball player Kaitlyn Thompson is 
from Cleveland, Miss., and she understands the weight of a game against 
Delta State. “Coach Duke tells us that every game is important and that 
this game is no different. You have to have the mindset to play every 
game your hardest, but this game is a little more personal.” She said that 
having friends and family from her hometown cheer against her team 
just makes her work even harder to get a win. 
Going into last week’s basketball game against Delta State, seniors like 
Antonio Johnson really wanted a win. In his four-year career at MC, 
Johnson has only won once against the Statesmen. He said, “To win 
against them while I’m a starter would mean so much more to me than 
people understand.” Even freshman Lauran Sheriff understands the 
importance of a victory over Delta State. She said, “We know they’re 
tough, they’re quick, and they’re, of course, our rival team, which means 
we have to beat them.”
 In their first meeting of the 2017-18 season, the Choctaw men 
and women’s basketball teams played a tough game against the States-
men but were unable to pull away with a win. Since returning to the 
GSC in 2014, the Lady Choctaws have only won twice against the Lady 
Statesmen. For the men’s team, the Choctaws have only won once in the 
last four years. 
 Although the Choctaws were defeated by the Statesmen last 
Saturday, both the men and women are looking forward to their next 
meeting on February 22 where the Choctaws will compete in their final 
regular season game against Delta State in Cleveland, Miss. 
Choctaws vs. Statesmen. It’s a traditional rivalry, but one that is well-re-
spected across the state. A rivalry that began many decades ago, and one 
that will forever have Choctaw fans cheering, “Beat Delta State!”
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What’s A Computer?
BY Joshua Dilmore
A&E EDITOR
     “What’s a computer?” Who knew that a phrase uttered by a teenage 
girl could leave the American people #triggered. Thousands have tweeted 
in outrage over the Apple commercial for the company’s new iPad Pro. 
The commercial features an adolescent girl who goes throughout her day 
engrossed in her new iPad. Fast forward to the final seconds of the com-
mercial when presumably a neighbor asks the girl, “What you doin’ on 
your computer?” to which the young lady replies, “What’s a computer?” 
Shook? I was too.
     All sarcasm aside, this commercial has literally left many everywhere 
in anger. Why? Business Insider was one of the first to break the sto-
ry. One twitter user responded that “It’s annoyingly out of touch. Like 
[Apple] smugly believes that they’re on the cusp of changing the world’s 
lexicon from computer to their product.” Another user asked, “Is Apple 
going to discontinue the iMac [computer]? Lol.”
     These two tweets are some of the less explicit ones that followed the 
dozens upon dozens of tweets in response to Business Insider alone. 
Elsewhere, tweeters were not as congenial and turned to even attacking 
the young actress in the commercial. One sympathetic user tweeted, “I 
feel bad for the girl, though. People hate her now and she’s just trying to 
get an acting career going.”
     By now, faithful readers, you are probably wondering, “But, Joshua, 
what are your thoughts on the matter?” Without further ado… This con-
troversy is one of the most ridiculous things I have ever heard! As if the 
world did not have bigger and worse issues to confront, an Apple com-
mercial is what people choose to be up in arms about?
     First off, shame on these grown people for attacking a young actress 
for simply doing her job. That’s like attacking a cashier for the prices that 
corporate set. (Believe me, I’ve been that cashier. It ain’t fun.) She has 
nothing to do with the commercial other than saying her lines and earn-
ing a paycheck. Got it? Good.
     Next, how “annoyingly out of touch” that people don’t realize that the 
lexicon for computer and other technology is changing. Kids today are 
growing up in a world where technology is ever-changing and ever-grow-
ing. When I was a child, the only computers I saw were the one my 
family had in our house and the ones in the computer lab at school. Back 
then, computers were loud and bulky; computer monitors had big square 
ends off their backs. Do you remember those days? When the dinosaurs 

roamed? Good times. Today, a computer can fit in the palm of my hand. 
That’s barely a decade’s difference, people. So many advances in tech-
nology have been made.
     These new “computers” we have—laptops, smartphones, tablets, 
etc.—aren’t typically thought of as computers. However, many of you 
reading this article thought of the clunky computer monitor that took a 
thousand years to boot up when you read the word “computer,” didn’t 
you? Schools, libraries, offices, and so on still use desktop computers 
in their daily business. Most, however, are beginning to shift to laptops 
and tablets. Apple is attempting to sell that a new day in technology is 
on the horizon.
     You may totally agree or disagree with my position. Some people hate 
Apple for the simple reason that they’re a multi-billion-dollar corpo-
ration. Still, it’s no reason to attack people for doing their job. I’m not 
talking about the actress in the commercial but the men and women 
behind the ad campaigns for Apple. It’s not as if the company released a 
sexist, racist, or otherwise discriminatory ad. If anything, people should 
be up in arms about what the commercial unintentionally says about our 
youth: the fact that youths everywhere are so engrossed in the world of 
technology that they can’t enjoy life happening around them -- a life that 
would be more enjoyable, more positive if people didn’t complain about 
something as trivial as a minute-long commercial.
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VALENTINE'S DAY

The 
Assassination 
of JFK

BY Peyton Pope 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BY Tyler Chambliss
OPINIONS EDITOR
     Ladies and gentlemen, prepare your hearts. It’s coming -- Valentine’s 
Day. A whole holiday dedicated to love and mush and couples and the 
color pink. February 14th is either an absolute favorite or a freaking 
nightmare, depending on both your current relationship status and how 
you feel about your current relationship status. Let’s face it, you might 
be single and loving it… or single and hating it. On that same note, you 
might be in a relationship and totally loving it… or in a relationship and 
absolutely hating it (friend, end that relationship!).
     Whether your Valentine’s Day will be spent with your significant oth-
er, with your best pals, or if you’re planning on flying solo, the ever-cool 
Jackson, Mississippi, has something awesome for you to do! It is essen-
tial not to spend your evening binge-watching Black Mirror on Netflix or 
working on your chemistry homework. 
     First thing’s first: your Valentine’s Day meal should be so awesome 
that even your stomach falls in love. Do yourself a favor and please avoid 
the breakfast-for-dinner offered in the Caf. Instead, check out one of 
these awesome Jackson local restaurants! 
     Fine and Dandy, a swanky spin on a 50’s diner, is the go-to upscale 
spot for a gourmet burger and milkshake. If Jackson had a “Who’s Who,” 
I would vote F&D as “Most Photogenic” for sure. With its picture-perfect 
aesthetic, delicious food, and friendly service, this dime from back in 
time is sure to make your special night a fun one!
     Next on our list of good eats is Barrelhouse Pub. Located in Fondren, 
this southern twist on a gastropub offers a unique experience and the best 
food! They even have a “Meatball Menu.” Really, a whole menu dedicat-
ed to different meatballs. What a dream!
     For those of you who are terrified of “bougie” eateries, Walker’s 
Drive In is the place for you! Walker’s offers top-notch food in a casual 
atmosphere, perfect for those of us who never learned how to use each 
and every fork, knife, and spoon in a formal restaurant setting! 
     Now for after dinner, you have to go out and have FUN! Skip going 
to a movie and try something new instead! Taking a salsa class at Salsa’s 
in Fondren is a super fun way to spend time with your guy or gal or even 
your single friends! 
     Maybe dancing isn’t your thing -- no big deal. One of my favorite 
places in Jackson to think, dream and learn is Lemuria Books. Here 
you’ll find a huge collection of literature, old and new, with books on all 
the things: food, travel, history, music, poetry, politics, fiction and nonfic-

tion alike. Come here with your person (take that however you want) and 
enjoy all Lemuria has to offer! Maybe even pick out a travel book and 
dream of your favorite destinations together!
     If those options aren’t your style, there’s always the Mississippi Col-
lege alternative. Head on over to the Rez, see the stars, take a walk and 
talk the night away. That sidewalk by the lake has heard its fair share of 
conversations that ultimately led to a happy couple (or, you know, break-
ups if you like to be dramatic about it). 
     Regardless of how you decide to spend your Love Day, choose to 
have fun with it! There’s nothing worse than a cynic who hates love and 
is mad to be alone. Then again, there’s nothing better than a group of 
cynics who go out and be cynical together for the night. Valentine’s Day 
is what you make it, so make it a good one this year!
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     This past November made fifty-four years 
since the death of the 35th president, John F. 
Kennedy. Generations of Americans have pon-
dered the mystery that still surrounds the presi-
dential assassination. Conspiracy theories range 
from the Mafia, Russians, Cubans, and even the 
United States government. According to history, 
Lee Harvey Oswald was accused of the death 
of the president, but upon further investigation, 
it appears to be more complicated. Let’s start 
by walking through that infamous day step-by-
step.
     One of the darkest days in this nation’s his-
tory fell on November 22, 1963, when President 
Kennedy was assassinated. 
     November 22, 1963
     12:29 p.m.: Texas Governor, John Connelly, 
turns to Kennedy in the backseat of the mo-
torcade and says, “Now you can’t say Texas 
doesn’t love you.”
      12:30 p.m.:  Three bullets were fired, the 

first hitting Kennedy in the back. The bullet 
exited the president’s throat. Seconds later, the 
second shot is fired. Six seconds after the first 
shot is fired, the third and final shot pierced 
the skull of JFK.
     1:00 p.m.: The President of the United 
States was declared dead. 
     1:15 p.m. Lee Harvey Oswald was offi-
cially taken into custody for the murder of the 
leader of the free world. 
     November 23, 1963
     11:20 a.m.: Oswald is shot and killed by 
Jack Ruby, who stormed into the municipal 
building in a fit of rage.
     Chaos swept through the nation as the 
Commander in Chief was laid in a bronze, 
silk-lined casket. So, in light of these facts, 
why is there so much fascination with this 
tragedy? As described above, the entirety of 
the investigation lasted less than 48 hours 
after the death of the president. 
     I believe the fascination lies in the swift-
ness of the event. In a short 48 hours, the 
nation lost their president and the suspected 
murderer. There was never any real closure 
for the nation, since there was no formal trial. 
The grieving and confused country was left to 
speculate. Could it be that the speedy exe-
cution of both the president and the accused 
assassin were intentionally organized by some 
mysterious third party?
     The Warren Commission released an 
889-page report describing what happened 
during the assassination of Kennedy. The most 
critiqued part of this report is called the Sin-
gle Bullet Theory. The Warren Commission 
claimed that a single bullet entered Kennedy’s 
back, exited his throat, then entered the wrist 
of Governor Connelly and landed in Connel-
ly’s thigh. When the bullet was recovered, it 
was in almost perfect condition. The result 
of the bullet’s testing suggested it was fired 
into water or cotton and then recovered and 
planted as evidence; yet the Warren Commis-
sion would not admit that they were incorrect. 
Governor Connelly himself insisted he was 
hit by a separate bullet, but he was ignored. 
Recently the FBI studied the bullet and ques-
tioned if it was even fired from a bolt-action 
Carcano 399 rifle, with which Oswald suppos-
edly shot the president. 
     This leads to the next hole in the govern-
ment’s explanation of that November day. 
Oswald’s gun was manufactured in 1940. 

The bolt action design of the gun requires the 
shooter to manually reload the gun after each 
shot.  
     After the assassination of Kennedy, the FBI 
took some of the best trained sharpshooters 
and gave them an exact replica of Oswald’s 
weapon. None of the shooters could fire and 
reload three shots in six seconds as Oswald 
supposedly did. 
     This evidence suggests that there could 
possibly be more than one shooter. In fact, 53 
of the questioned witnesses said they heard 
the shot come from a grassy field in the op-
posite direction of the book depository where 
Oswald was allegedly inside.
     Experts also doubted why Oswald chose 
to fire his weapon when he did. Kennedy’s 
motorcade was on Houston Road which was 
directly in line with the window where Os-
wald sat while waiting to take his shot. Logis-
tically, if Oswald was a lone shooter, the more 
reliable shot would have been when the car 
was on Houston Road.  
     However, he did not take that practical shot. 
Instead, he waited for the car to turn on to Elm 
Street, which has a sharp curve and is angled 
away from the window. Many people believe 
that the only advantage to waiting until the 
motorcade was on Elm Street is that it allows 
a triangular gun shot, also known as a “Turkey 
Shoot.” This means it allows for three gunmen 
to be positioned in opposite directions. Howev-
er, the Warren Commission remained firm that 
Oswald was the lone shooter. 
     To this day, there are a multitude of con-
spiracy theories surrounding the public as-
sassination of John F. Kennedy. Did Oswald 
simply act alone? Were there multiple shoot-
ers? Was the evidence planted? The simple 
(and disappointing) answer is that we will 
never know for sure. I cannot say without a 
doubt that it was one organization or another 
that aided in the assassination of JFK. 
     However, I can say that it is our American 
right to question the government. The United 
States has its flaws, but I, a college student, 
can write an article for the school newspaper 
questioning the actions of the government. 
We, as a nation, have freedom to speak, 
protest, question, and vote on the actions of 
our elected officials. These constitutionally 
granted freedoms set America apart from a 
majority of the rest of the world, and for that, 
I am thankful. 

OPINIONS
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     Life is full of so many wholesome things 
to be passionate about; it is hard to talk about 
only one concept that gets me amped. One thing 
I could talk someone blue in the face about is 
Missions, namely the ones I have been on in 
the Czech Republic. I am been deeply blessed 
to have made five trips to this wonderful coun-
try over the last few years. God has taught me 
so much about this nation and the people that 
make up its culture, structure, and being. It was 
actually in this country that the Lord revealed to 
me the purpose He has bestowed upon my life: 
to serve full time in international missions. The 
Czech Republic and its people will always hold 
a very special place in my heart.
     My home church, First Baptist Church of 
Forney, Texas, has always posted all the mis-
sion trips being offered each year in the weekly 
bulletin. One Sunday, when I was in the fifth 
grade, I saw a country I knew nothing about 
printed under the little “Missions” section that 
read Czech Republic. I looked up at my mother 
and said, “Momma, I want to go on a Mission 
trip and I want to go to this country,” as I point-
ed at the bulletin. She told me I would have to 
wait until I was older and could travel outside 
of the country. The Lord was good and faithful 
to make this desire He had laid upon my heart 
come true some five years later.
     The first time I travelled to Czech -- actu-
ally the first time I had ever been on a plane 
-- was the summer after my sophomore year 
of high school. I journeyed with a team from 
the church to teach an English Camp and aid 
in ministry with our missionary friends that 
live there. God began to transform my heart 
that week and fuel a passion that would send 

me back for another four journeys. 
     The second summer I went was when the 
Lord told me that He had created and was 
beginning to mold me into a vessel to one day 
be His hands and feet. It was the most surreal 
moment of my existence. I was sitting on top 
of a hill, looking out over the city I had fallen 
in love with. The sun was setting over Pilsen, 
where I had served all week. I was in awe of 
the beauty that was seen on the horizon and 
unseen in God’s handiwork below. As I took in 
the scene, and the atmosphere grew darker, the 
city didn’t light up like I expected it to. There 
were large patches of darkness that covered the 
land, and the Lord allowed my heart to feel the 
depth of the spiritual darkness as well. I was 
in a stage of life where I had been seeking and 
praying for my life’s purpose -- that God would 
show me what was right to do with my life.    
     He fulfilled that desire all in that moment. It 
is kind of hard to explain, but God told me (not 
audibly) but He said, “I have created you to go 
into these large patches of darkness and be the 
Light. Connect all the other little Lights and 
bring them together.” I knew in that moment 
that I had been called to serve as a full time 
Missionary. God chose to reveal that to me in 
the most beautiful country I have ever visited, 

fueling my passion even further.
     God has been so good to send me back three 
more times after that summer, in which one trip 
I got to spend Christmas with my Czech family. 
I could write an entire additional article sole-
ly about the experiences that occurred on that 
journey. Each time I go, I fall deeper in love 
with the people, culture, and the history of such 
an incredible country.
      I could go on and on about things that are 
commonly overlooked when others visit a 
foreign country that enrich its beauty deeply 
beyond the naked eye. It blows me away that 
God can take the name of a nation printed on a 
bulletin and turn it into a passion that has trans-
formed my life. I pray that the Father would 
allow me to travel back to that beloved country 
many more times throughout my days. I am 
actually planning on going again this summer 
with my home church and to take my friends 
over Christmas to experience and serve in the 
work God is doing there. Think of your own 
passions and how they have shaped your lives; 
see how you can continue to develop them. As 
you understand their importance, join me in 
praying for God to continue to shine His light 
among such a spiritually dark country as the 
Czech Republic.

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:
Gavin Michelli

BY Joshua Dilmore
A&E EDITOR

     “We’re going to have to go back a lot 
farther than a decade for that answer!” Gavin 
Michelli replied when I asked where it all 
began. Michelli is a Baton Rouge-based artist 
with a lot of experience under his belt. He 
has worked as a graphic designer on projects 
ranging from outdoor media to logos and 
iconography and even work as a comic book 
artist. A true jack of all trades, Michelli said it 
all began while he was just a little kid, when 
drawing was “almost literally” all that he 
wanted to do.
     “I would bring paper and a pencil with me 
everywhere I went. I was obsessed with He-
man and Superman and later Ninja Turtles, so 
that’s what I drew.”
      Whenever he could, Michelli would take art 
classes. In fact, while some childhood friends 
went to summer camp, the artist preferred sum-
mer art classes. “I was and still am hungry to 

learn from any and every source I can.”
     In recent years, Michelli has traveled 
to various regional conventions and local 
events, where he has found a niche for cus-
tom sketches. It was at a con in Biloxi, Miss., 
where this journalist and fellow artist met 
Michelli. I commissioned a sketch of myself 
as Jared Leto’s Joker from “Suicide Squad.” 
Needless to say, I was ecstatic to see the fin-
ished product! But when did the artist realize 
that people wanted to buy his artwork?
     “My friend and mentor, Roland Paris, 
asked me to go up to New York with him for 
a huge comic con so that I could watch his 
table while he went to talk to editors about 
work and that kind of thing,” Michelli said. 
“While I was sitting at his table with him, 
naturally I was drawing. Before long, peo-
ple were coming up to me and asking what 
I was drawing, and if I did custom sketches. 
I worked up a quick price list and hit the 
ground running!”
     While most of the comic book work he 
has done has been as a colorist, Michelli 
published a graphic novel titled “The Book” 
with Arcana Comics. He added that he has 
done various work for Inverse Press, a com-
ic company based in Mobile, Ala. Michelli 
also drew and colored an eight-page story in 
“Sentinels Anthology No. 2” from Drumfish 
Productions, written by New Orleans writer 
Beau Tidwell. “Nothing with Marvel or DC 
yet, but maybe one day it will happen.”
     Online clothing store Tee Public ap-
proached the artist about opening a store to 
sell his own “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” 
design. Other designs from Michelli are avail-
able on eBay as well. A fantasy-based online 
clothing store is also in the works, which he 
said is not quite up and running yet.
     Other work from Michelli has appeared 
in DIG Baton Rouge magazine; however, he 
said he owes the job to a good friend of his, 
Season Vining, former Art Director and cur-
rent Editor-in-Chief of DIG.

     “They were looking to do spotlight features 
of new LSU recruits,” Michelli explained 
on how he got involved with the magazine. 
“Season had the idea of having me draw them 
almost like superheroes and pitched it to me, 
and I was excited to be a part of it.”
     “They use me for random stuff in ad-
dition to that, too, like the horror-themed 
cover of the October issue and the Coach 
[Ed Orgeron] caricature.”
     To see Michelli’s work in DIG or to read 
some of its featured articles, visit https://dig-
br.com/category/magazine/.
     On what what he attributes his success to, 
Michelli laughed. “That’s very nice of you to 
say, but I just try my best to do what I love to 
do and get paid for it. If I’ve had any success, 
it’s because of my friends. I love meeting new 
people and talking to folks, and sometimes 
they mention me if they come across some 
work that they think I might be good at.”
     Likewise, Michelli had some advice for 
aspiring artists. “Aspire to be an accountant 
instead,” he said before letting out a laugh.
“Seriously, if you can’t imagine doing any-
thing for a living other than making art, just 
do it. Start early. Post commission prices on 
Facebook or DeviantArt. Say ‘yes’ to projects 
that you don’t think you’re good enough for 
and learn to be good enough while you’re 
doing them. Find a mentor to show you the 
ropes. Go to arts shows and conventions and 
meet people.    
     Build a portfolio and a body of work as 
soon as you can and get as much constructive 
professional criticism on it as possible. Post 
your art on every social media platform you 
can. Most importantly, don’t wait. Look for 
internships and opportunities to sell at shows 
and do it right now. The only way you’re 
going to learn to be a professional artist is by 
doing it.”
     For inquiries, visit Michelli’s website at 
gavinmichelliart.com or email him at gavin-
michelliart@gmail.com.
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From Drake and Josh:
“It’s gonna take some time to realize / But if you look 
inside, I’m sure you’ll find / Over your shoulder / You 
know that I told you / I’ll always be picking you up 
_______________ / So just turn around”...

From Full House:
“Everywhere you look, everywhere you go / There’s 
a heart (there’s a heart), a hand to hold onto / Ev-
erywhere you look, everywhere you go / There’s a 
_______, of somebody who needs you”

From That’s so Raven:
“If you could gaze into the future / You might think 
___________________ / Seeing trouble from a dis-
tance, yeah (Go Rae) / But it’s not that easy”...

From The Proud Family:
“I know that I can always be myself / Around you 
more than anybody else / Everyday as I’m heading 
off to school / You know there’s no one ___________”

From Lizzie McGuire:
“And sometimes we make it / Sometimes we fake it 
/ And we get one step closer each and every day / 
When we figure it out ___________”

From Out of the Box (the Goodbye Song):
“It’s been great to _________ together (in the box) / 
And now it’s time to say goodbye / So long, farewell, 
to you, my friends / Goodbye for now, until we meet 
again”

From Fairly OddParents:
“Obtuse, rubber goose, green moose, 
__________ / Giant snake, birthday cake, large 
fries, chocolate shake!”

From Kim Possible:
“Call me, beep me, if ya wanna reach me / When ya 
wanna __________, it’s okay / Whenever you need 
me, baby / Call me, beep me, if ya wanna reach me”

From The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air:
“I pulled up to the house about 7 or 8 / And I yelled 
to the cabbie, ‘Yo, homes, ________!’ / Looked at my 
kingdom / I was finally there / Sit on my throne, as 
the Prince of Bel-Air.”

From the Suite Life of Zack and Cody:
“It’s you and me, and me and you / We got the 
whole place to ourselves / You and me, __________ / 
So come on down / This is the suite life / We’ve got a 
sweet life”

a) when you frown
b) when you’re down
c) when you’re in town
d) when you’re around

a) face
b) trace
c) space
d) place

a) it would be easy
b) life would come with ease
c) it’d be simple
d) life would be a breeze

a) I love as much as you
b) I care about as much as you
c) I adore as much as you
d) I miss as much as you

a) our own way
b) together
c) each day
d) this way

a) hang and chill
b) play and sing
c) sing and play
d) sing and hang

a) purple spruce
b) chartreuse
c) train caboose
d) guava juice

a) text me
b) see me
c) page me
d) reach me

a) smell ya later
b) check ya later
c) see ya later
d) catch ya later

a) we’ve got a world to see
b) we’ve got places to be
c) we’ve got it all for free
d) we’ve got the master key

KEY:
1. B
2. D
3. C
4. A
5. C

6. D
7. A
8. B
9. A
10. D

See your results on the final page!
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BY Carlie Prescott 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     “Valentine’s Day is such a special day, but you should show people how 
much you love them every single day, not just on Feb. 14,” said Carlotta Tarbor-
da, freshman at MC.
     Whether people choose to celebrate this day by treating their significant 
other to a romantic dinner complete with flowers and chocolate or choose not to 
celebrate, Valentine’s Day is an opportunity to show people how much they are 
loved. Yes, people should show love to one another daily, but Valentine’s Day is 
an excuse to go above and beyond for significant others and loved ones.
     A series of polls were taken on MC’s campus, and 70 percent of voters in 
relationships said they usually spend less than $50 on Valentine’s gifts, while 
the remaining 30 percent spend $50 or more. These results show that not all 
displays of love have to be extravagant. Simple and handmade gifts are just as 
meaningful as over-the-top gifts. As a matter of fact, 47 percent of voters on 
campus said they preferred a handmade gift over chocolate and roses or a giant 
stuffed animal.
     Legend has it that Valentine’s Day originated in Ancient Rome with a priest 
by the name of Saint Valentine. When Rome’s emperor Claudius II prohibited 
marriage for young men, because he believed single men made better soldiers 
than married men, Valentine began performing marriages for young lovers in 
secret. Valentine was institutionalized for this illegal act, and, from his jail cell, 
sent the first ever ‘valentine’ to his lover, the jailer's daughter. Before Valen-
tine died, he wrote to his lover for the last time, signing his letter “Love, your 
Valentine.” Over time, this signature has morphed into the common saying “Be 
my Valentine.”
This legend, whether fact or fiction, has influenced society in a major way. Peo-
ple all across America, and the world, send ‘valentines’ to friends and those they 
love. One of the on-campus polls revealed that 70 percent of voters claimed 
they “don’t really
care” about the holiday, while 25 percent said they “love it.” The remaining 5 
percent, sadly, “hate it.”
     “Personally, I disregard Valentine’s Day, and instead, I celebrate Galen-

tine’s Day.” These words from Joni Byler, freshman at MC, apparently speak 
for most college-age girls because 61 percent of voters said they participate in 
Galentine’s Day. This holiday is celebrated Feb. 13, the day before Valentine’s 
Day, and is observed by women to celebrate their ‘gal’ friends. This unofficial 
holiday was first mentioned on the popular TV show “Parks and Recreation” in 
2010, and has developed into a nationwide tradition.
     Some people avoid the celebration of love altogether by celebrating Singles 
Awareness Day, a humorous holiday for those who are either anti-Valentine’s 
Day or looking for a reason to celebrate. Singles Awareness Day, or S.A.D., is 
often recognized on Feb. 14 or 15.
It seems like a day solely dedicated to love should be celebrated everywhere, 
but there are actually five countries that have banned Valentine’s Day entirely. 
They include Malaysia, Iran, Russia, Saudi Arabia, and Indonesia. Public dis-
plays of affection are not as widely accepted, or accepted at all, in most of these 
places. Those who do have the opportunity to celebrate Valentine’s Day should 
take full advantage of it, because not everyone can!
     Freshman Sam Maney, regarding Valentine’s Day, said, “Romanticism of 
Valentine’s Day has faded, and social media has impacted that, because most 
people have the mentality that, ‘The more you get the more you can post about.’ 
The best and most meaningful things are things that can’t be posted.” 
     What are your plans for Valentine’s Day? Spending it with that “special 
someone” or are you celebrating with your best “gal pal”? Anti-Valentine’s Day 
and pro-S.A.D. instead? Let us know! Tweet us @MC_collegian.
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Childhood Movies 
That Left Me 
Emotionally 

Scarred

Songs for a 
New World

BY Josh Carter 
ASSISTANT EDITOR

BY Joelle Youngblood
REPORTER

     This list is full of movies and movie moments 
that left me #triggered and have formed me into the 
emotionally vulnerable man I am today. I implore 
you to watch these, too, and to see what I have seen. 
This is my story. This is my song.

#10 “Antz” - This was the first and only movie in 
which I have seen an animated ant cuss. It boggled 
my mind as a youngster and, to be honest, still 
boggles my mind to this day. There is also a “Saving 
Private Ryan”-esque ant war scene that was hard to 
witness.

#9 “Jurassic Park II” - I’m just a child who wants 
to discover the magic of the cinema and see some 
dinosaurs running about. That is all I asked for. 
What I wasn't expecting was to see a child play with 
a multitude of small dinos and then be devoured by 
said dinos. And this was the very first scene! I didn't 
even see the murder! All we saw was the mother’s 
reaction, and it was very unsettling. 

#8 “Mulan” - This wasn’t the movie’s fault, but I 
watched “Mulan” one time when I was home sick 
and threw up during the scene where the avalanche 
kills everyone. Now every time I watch the wonder 
that is “Mulan,” all I think about is puking. It was 
also powerful to witness Disney’s first crossdressing 
princess. 

#7 “Rugrats in Paris: The Movie” - “I want a mom 
that will last forever, I want a mom to make it all 
better. And when she says to me that she’ll always 
be there, to watch and protect me, I don’t have to be 
scared.” These are the lyrics to a song that played 
in the background while Chuckie, a kid with no 
mother, looked out the window of a plane and saw 
clouds in the shape of his dead parent. I had this 
song on a CD, and I remember one day throwing it 
in a fire as an artistic expression of releasing it from 
my subconscious. 
#6 “Smart House” - This movie also featured a dead 
mom. There is this one particular scene in which the 
main character, who has just won a house of death, 
is watching a home movie of him and his mom 
from when he was a child. The video is projected 

on a wall in his room, and it’s just very touching. 
He started to cry and then I started to cry. It was 
mentally exhausting.

#5 “Monster House” - Even though there are a 
lot of questionable scenes in this film, there was 
one storyline in which the old man, who owns the 
monster house, once had a morbidly obese wife. 
She ends up falling in wet cement and dies, thus 
haunting the house. It was troubling and an odd 
representation of obese people.

#4 “Jack Frost” - This movie was WEIRD. 
Charlie Frost’s dad is killed in a car crash and is 
resurrected by possessing the body of a snowman. 
It was cute, sure, but also very strange. Charlie is 
mean to his snowman father, and the only way his 
frozen dad can gain his son’s trust is by hitting the 
son’s enemies with snowballs. 

#3 “When Good Ghouls Go Bad” - My mom 
bought this straight-to-DVD movie at Wal-Mart 
as a last-minute Halloween present for me when 
I was maybe 6 or 7. I had a severe speech imped-
iment so I kept calling the movie “When Good 
Girls Go Bad” which made everyone question 
why my parents would let me have this video. 
The. Movie. Is. Scary. Please contact me if you 
ever saw this because it might have all been a 
dream. One scene includes a strange boy being 
locked in his school furnace and being burned 
alive. He then begins to haunt this school and 
has lightning bugs as eyes. This is a kid’s movie. 
My mom played this for me and my cousins one 
night, and we all began to cry. (A&E Editor Josh-
ua Dilmore loves this movie and would recom-
mend it to anyone!)

#2 “Here Comes Peter Cottontail” (1971) - My 
grandmother only had, like, two movies at her 
house while I was growing up, and it was ei-
ther this or “Old Yeller.” I remember watching 
this Easter special while eating an entire bag of 
Funyuns, and I don’t know if it was the movie 
or the Funyuns, but I felt uneasy. This movie is 
unsettling because: it is old-time stop motion, in-
volves an evil bunny, has a political message, and 
overall just makes no sense. Santa Clause makes 
an appearance? It’s not so much that this movie 
is scary, it’s the feelings you get while watching 
it that make it cringy. At one point in the film, a 
bunny sleeps on a guy’s big toe. The bunny apol-
ogizes which causes the man to say, “Well that’s 
all right. It’s my pleasure. Rather, my big toe’s 
pleasure.” Umm…?

#1 “Don’t Look Under The Bed” - I think this 
is the catalyst which began the unravelling of 
my life. This Disney original movie received 
some backlash for freaking out so many chil-
dren, including me and my brother. The plot 
revolves around the Boogeyman and his terror-
izing a town for no good reason. In one scene, 
Frances’ (the main protagonist) best-friend Larry 
steps in Boogey Goo (I didn't come up with 
the name). We then watched as he turned into a 
mini-Boogeyman himself and was dragged to 
another dimension where the Boogeyman lived. 
Watching this transpire left me visibly shaken and 
on the edge of unconsciousness. I would never be 
the same.

     The Mississippi College Department of Mu-
sic presented “Songs for a New World” on Feb. 
1-3 in the Jean Pittman Williams Recital Hall 
in Aven. Dr. Mandy Spivak was the director for 
the show, and a band composed of the piano, 
keyboard, bass, drums, and percussion made the 
music come to life.
     Jason Robert Brown, a Tony Award winner, 
produced the lyrics and music. The show is one 
that intertwines the attitudes and thinking of 
today’s world into powerful music. The show 
consisted of two acts with a short intermission 
in-between. The program for the show stated: 
“Everyone has a choice, no matter the situation. 
Good, bad, right, wrong, stay, leave, jump, give 
up, persevere, choose joy…all life changing.”
     From the very beginning, the show captured 
the audience with a song called “A New World.” 
The song set the tone for the whole show by 
trying to get the audience to understand that there 
is “a new world just behind the mountain.”
     When the performers entered the stage, they 
were all dressed in black from head to toe, 
which made the focus become the music and 
not the costumes. They all portrayed themselves 
as more than just singers; they were actors and 
actresses as well. 
     For periods of time, the expressions on their 
faces would remain still, blank, and hopeless. 
The performers that were singing solo parts 
would tell the story not just with their words, 
but with their motions. Some would jump in 
place, while others stood with their eyes closed 
or their hands extended.
     The show was centered around trying to 
figure out what choice to make i an the midst of 
hitting a wall. At the end of almost every song, 
a singer would walk to one of the boards that 
had words on it and then circle or cross through 
the word with chalk, indicating their decision.
     Some of the words were hope, discov-
er, courage, fear, and faith. At the end of the 
thought-provoking songs, the audience would 
erupt in yelling and clapping.
        cont. top of next page...
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This Week’s 
“Rap” Up

BY Josh Carter 
ASSISTANT EDITOR

I listened to the top five rap songs on Spotify, and here 
are my thoughts. Listen to 
these as you read along so that we can go on this jour-
ney together. 
“Stir Fry” - Migos
 Migos is a group composed of three rappers: 
Quavo, Takeoff and Offset. I’m now going to give you 
their full names because I think it is fascinating, and 
you might need this information on a gameshow one 
day. Quavo = Quavious Keyate Marshall, Takeoff = 
Kirshnik Khari Ball and Offset = Kiari Kendrell Ce-
phus. *The More You Know* The song, produced by 
Pharrell Williams, has an interesting beat to it. Upon 
listening, I just thought they really wanted to make a 
song about fast food (who wouldn’t?). But upon further 
investigation, I learned that it is about making crack, so 
that kinda opened my middle-class eyes. They sing a lot 
about loose women and expensive watches, so I was au-
tomatically drawn to the message. ALSO, did you know 
that the term “booger” means jewels that a rapper guy 
puts in his chains? This song is like a haunted house in 
“Scooby-Doo,” with all the secrets that it possesses.
Phrase that moved me: “She got a big ol’ onion booty, 
make the world cry (cry)”
“King’s Dead” - Jay Rock, Kendrick Lamar, Future
 I can imagine a group of teen guys listening to 
this while they’re in one of their mom’s Tahoes talking 
about girls and fidget spinners. This single is featured 
on the “Black Panther” soundtrack, and it’s as if two 
songs were forged into one, neither being particularly 
pleasant. Am I just not cool enough to get it? There’s a 
literal line in the song where Genius, a website that spe-
cializes in interpreting the meaning behind the lyrics, 
was like, “I don’t know what’s going on here.” They 
rap about cars and expensive watches, (What is up with 
watches in rap songs?) and there’s a part where they 
mention “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.” I just don’t know 
what to say. I’m speechless. 
Phrase that moved me: “They was like, ‘Nope,’ I was 
like, ‘Boo yaow, boo yaow’”
“God’s Plan” - Drake 
 I like this one! Is it the most subdued song on 
the list, and compared to the past two, this is a gentle 
lullaby. I keep on forgetting that Drake’s real name is 
“Aubrey” which, I think, really brings him back down 
to earth. Most of the rap is just him saying that people 
are wishing bad things on him, and he is not happy 
about it. There are also some “Soup-for-the-Soul”-type 
quotes in here. “I don’t wanna die for them to miss me.” 
What a powerful sentiment, and after listening to the 
quote “Chitty chitty bang, murder everything,” Drake/
Aubrey is a lyrical genius. 
Phrase that moved me: “She say, ‘Do you love me?’ 
I tell her, ‘Only partly’ / I only love my bed and my 
momma, I'm sorry”
“Ric Flair Drip (& Metro Boomin)” - Offset, Metro Boomin
 I didn't understand the title either, but apparently 
Ric Flair was a big name in wrestling, and he used the 
phrase “woo” a lot, and Offset likes to say “woo,” too, 
so now they share that bond. If there was any song in 
the list that I would be most likely to do an interpretive 
dance to, it would be this one. You just feel cool listen-
ing to it. There’s this part when Offset says, “Going to 
the jeweler, bust the AP, yeah” and I genuinely thought 
AP stood for Associated Press. They, again, are talk 
about watches. This is the third song out of four that 
involves a watch, so I guess rap is just a ballad about 
watches now. I just want more from my rap. I want a 
story like Reba gives us in “Fancy.” I want love like Ed 
Sheeran gives us in “Perfect.” I want goosebumps like 
Smash Mouth gave us in the entire “Shrek” album. I 

Cont. from bottom of last page...

Each song had a different story that was portrayed 
by the singers. The stories ranged from a man being 
scared to tell a woman he loves her, to a woman mar-
rying a man for the wrong reasons and missing out on 
real love. The emotional ties that the singers had with 
the songs could be felt by the audience.
     Jez Massey, a junior, attended the performance 
on Feb. 1 and said that she could feel the energy and 
power in the room. “The very beginning was really 
powerful,” said Massey. The part of the show that 
she found the most interesting was how the singers 
“played different words” that expressed their feelings.
     “It was beautiful, and I want to see it again,” said Massey.
     The singers sang with many different voices that 
came together to form a beautiful show. 
     The Music Department has many more events 
throughout the month of February and a show in 
March for everyone to attend. To see the full Fine Arts 
Calendar, visit mc.edu/finearts. For more information 
on the MC Department of Music, call 601-925-3440 

just want more.
Phrase that moved me: “Balenciaga check 
my posture, Valentino boots (oo-oo)”
“Bartier” - Cardi B (feat. 21 Savage)
 This song by far has the most 
words, so props to Cardi for really going 
for it. She also brings up watches, so that’s 
four out of five songs that mentioned a 
timepiece for all of you counting at home. 
She is legit the goofiest person you have 

ever seen in interviews, so listening to her 
drop these verses is quite a 180. 21 Savage 
also throws his hat in the ring, but Cardi is 
the clear front runner here. The way that she 
says “diamonds all over my body” really 
sticks with you. With this and “Bodak Yel-
low,” I see bright things for Cardi B. 
Phrase that moved me: “Told the waitress, I 
ain’t tippin’ / I like hot sauce on my chicken 
(on God)”
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Q: Is it worse to fail at something or never attempt it in the first place?

Q: Is a “wrong” act okay if nobody ever knows about it?

Q: If you could fix one world problem, what would it be?

Q: If money cannot buy happiness, can you ever be truly happy with no money?

Q: To what extent do you shape your own destiny, and how much is down to fate?

A: I truly believe that failure is an inevitable part of human existence. The beauty of failure comes from 
what we as individuals choose to do with it. An undesirable outcome may produce feelings of guilt and em-
barrassment. But in the end, people have the opportunity to learn and grow simply from trying. I personally 
would rather fail at something that meant a lot to me than to never have attempted it. God calls us to learn 
from our mistakes instead of giving up on them. Jeremiah 8:4 says, “You know if a man falls down, he gets 
up again. And if a man goes the wrong way, he turns around and comes back.”

A: It really depends on how the person committing the act grew up. If he or she grew up seeing their par-
ents and peers doing wrong things, then they might believe it's okay as long as you don't get caught. Where 
if someone has grown up in the church and understand deeply what's right and wrong, then, even if no one 
finds out, their conscience will have them feel a way in which they know it's wrong. First of all, I'm a Chris-
tian. I never felt that when I did something wrong, that no one knew about it. I wasn't worried about any-
one finding out because I was worried about disappointing God. For the most part, the truth will come out 
eventually. And for me, I just try to do what's right is the sight of God.

A: It would be to restore a value for life. Violence and death are such common occurrences in today’s world 
that most of us have become so desensitized to it. We hear about murders on the news, or we watch them in 
movies and tv shows, and even play games where killing is the goal. Life is a God-given gift that is precious, 
priceless, and could never be replaced. It deserves to be respected and protected, not snuffed out as a source 
of entertainment. Life is beautiful in all its forms and I think the world would be a much better place if we all 
realized that.

A: Money is a form of resource for survival in society. I believe, as humans, we can live in happiness with-
out the sense of being attached to money. Anything that's man-made doesn't bring or allow a true meaning 
of joy, it only fulfills a sensation of social belonging. Authentic happiness is an emotional feeling you have 
control over. It may not seem like it, but true happiness is found within yourself.

A: Each person shapes their own destiny far more than they realize. While some of what happens to us 
is left up to chance, our response is always ours to control.  By persevering, people can become far greater 
than their present selves. (Vincit qui patitur—He conquers who endures).  I remind myself daily that there is 
another Me—a Me that is far better and far stronger than the Me I am now. The key is to always have a vision 
for future. As Einstein once said, “God does not roll dice with the universe. Neither should we roll dice with 
our own Destiny.”

Tweet us your results with #2000sTVQuizMC

GOT BETWEEN 8-10 RIGHT

Hey-o! You’re a natural. You 
move and groove to these jams 
on the daily; you know them so 
well! You might have a Spotify 
playlist to some of these classics.

GOT BETWEEN 4-7 RIGHT

Not too shabby! You remember 
hearing these theme songs on the 
television when you were young-
er, but they’ve since become a 
distant memory. No worries, 
though, you’ve still got it!

GOT BETWEEN 1-3 RIGHT 

Maybe you just didn’t grow up 
watching TV, or you genuinely 
don’t remember these hits… But 
at least this was a good brush up, 
right? Try again next time!

QUIZ RESULTS


