
theMississippiCollegian.comMississippi College February 20, 2018 mc_collegian

10

Arleigh Seymour 
Wins the Crown

BY Sadie Wise
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

see page 13
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     They rehearsed for weeks; practicing and perfecting routines, pageant 
walks, and smiles. On Thursday, Feb. 1, the new Miss Mississippi Col-
lege was crowned inside the walls of Swor Auditorium. Arleigh Sey-
mour, a sophomore from Vancleave, Miss., took home the title.
     Seymour is very active around campus; she is a member of Chenoa 
Social Tribe, where she serves as an officer. She previously held a posi-
tion as a Blue and Gold 101 Mentor. Seymour is a Mississippi College 
Admissions Scout, and she also works at the Writing Center located 
inside the library on campus. Seymour also works at Meme’s Bakery on 
the Brick Streets, just down the road from the university. 
     Seymour admitted that the Miss MC pageant was something that 
wasn’t even on her radar back in the fall. Her officer position in her tribe 
required a large time commitment, so the pageant wasn’t something she 
was even considering. That all changed for Seymour the day she picked 
up her information packet from the Office of Student Life on campus. “It 
was really just a God thing; everything worked out for me to do it,” she 
said. Seymour said she became less busy and that multiple people even 
offered her different dresses to wear. “Everything just fell into place.” 
     Seymour also entered the competition with the hopes of being able 
to help her parents out financially, since she is one of five children in 
her family. Upon being named Miss Mississippi College, Seymour was 
awarded a $2,500 scholarship from the school. “Being able to win that 
scholarship and to be able to take the financial stress off of my parents 
was a big factor,” Seymour said. 
     The pageant was also a learning process for Seymour. “The biggest 
thing the Lord taught me through this process was self-confidence,” she 
said. She also said that she likes to think of herself as a “generally con-
fident person,” but that there were times when she was tempted to com-
pare herself to the other contestants. “There were times that I wanted to 
compare myself, but I had to stop and remember who I was and who the 
Lord created me to be.” 
     When her name was announced as Miss MC, Seymour said she was sur-
prised, and that she definitely did not see it coming. “Instead of judging who 
I thought the winner would be, I just decided to go out there and do the best I 
could do and hope that that would be enough,” she said with a smile.
 

     As for the next year, Seymour says her No. 1 goal is to serve MC by 
setting a Godly example for others, having high morals and standards, 
and being a leader. Committing her time and efforts to various communi-
ty outreach programs is also on her to-do list this year. “Most important-
ly, I just want to keep God first in my life and encourage others to do the 
same.” In addition, Seymour is excited about using her platform to be a 
voice for women. “I want to be able to remind women of what true beau-
ty is, and how beauty isn’t based in what society says or what the world 
says. Beauty is based in Christ.”

Im
age Source: Tiffany Strain

Mississippi College 
Recognizes Who’s 

Who Recipients
BY Tiffany Strain

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
     Grandparents and parents of selected stu-
dents beamed with joy as they took photos and 
celebrated with their scholarly children and 
grandchildren. The 2017-2018 Who’s Who 
program was held Feb. 16 in Nelson Hall at 
Mississippi College, where a couple of students 
from each department were recognized for their 
academic and personal success at MC.
     Selection of the recipients for Who’s Who 
was made by the Student Activities and Services 
Committee on the basis of certain criteria such 
as; student scholarship, participation in aca-
demic and extracurricular activities, citizenship, 
and service to Mississippi College, promise of 
future usefulness, and character and loyalty to 
the ideals of the College.
     This year the guest speakers at the program 
were Martha Waller Richardson and Jay M. 
Richardson. Dr. Jay Richardson is the senior 
pastor at Highland Colony Baptist Church in 
Ridgeland, Miss. Jay is a 1972 graduate of 
Mississippi College with a BS in business. The 
couple had three sons that attended MC. 
     The couple spoke about their journey togeth-
er and the struggles they have overcome. They 
enlightened and encouraged students in their 
future success. 
     “God is always there, walking with you, 

even when your dreams don’t work out, but 
God is always there and He will give you new 
dreams,” Martha said.
     The best of the best were in the room that 
morning. Jay challenged these students by ask-
ing them, what are they going to do to stay on 
their game? 
     Jim Turcotte, the vice president for enroll-
ment eervices and dean of students, said over 
800 students qualified to be there but only 69 
students were chosen. Turcotte presented the 
certificates one by one with the help of Dr. 
Lee Royce. 
     Elizabeth Gibson, an English major from 
Madison, Miss., was one of the students that 

was recognized at the Who’s Who program. She 
plans to use her major in English and her minor 
in TESOL to travel abroad and teach English as 
a second language.
     “It is a tremendous privilege to be recog-
nized by Mississippi College for my academic 
and personal achievements. I am so honored to 
have received this award,” Gibson said. 
     There are over 30,000 Mississippi College 
alumni all over the world that are successful 
in their field and who continue to represent 
MC in a positive light. Turcotte said he can-
not wait to see what the future holds for these 
students and what is to come for next years 
selection of students.

"WOULD YOU 
RATHER?" Ask your 
friends & have 
some fun!
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NOW OPEN!
BY Lucas Scarborough 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Passage for Devotional: Jeremiah 2:1-8 
     Imagine with me for a moment: 
     You are hungry. Tired of the monotony of your typ-
ical, everyday meal, you decide to go somewhere that 
satisfies your need for something flavorful (let's just say 
Chick-fil-a). You get in your car and make the five-min-
ute trip down Hwy 80 to get to the ever-bustling Chick-
fil-a of Clinton. After waiting in line for what seems like 
an eternity (it is dinner time after all), you finally get to 
order a grilled chicken sandwich with a large fry and 
drink. But then, once you order, you immediately walk 
out the door, drive four minutes back towards MC, stop 
at Zaxby's, order food there, and eat, completely disre-
garding all the work and waiting you did for a Chick-
fil-a meal. Needless to say, no one has done that, nor 
desires to do such a preposterous thing. 
     Much like waiting for an ordered meal, waiting on 
the Lord is a good thing because it puts all the pressure 
on God to deliver what He promises while allowing us 
to focus on the promise-maker. Why is it that we will 
not only wait, but patiently, expectantly wait on the 
promise of a simple meal, but fail to wait half as long on 
the promises of God? 
     I doubt any of you reading have ever gone to a 
restaurant and, after receiving excellent service and 
ordering your meal, left to eat something else. We all 
know that while restaurants usually provide top-notch 
service and consistent quality, their promise of a good 
meal will occasionally falter. But unlike restaurants, 
the blessings that God has provided to us have never 
faltered, never failed, and never foiled our expectations. 
     In Jeremiah 2:1-8, the Lord is speaking through His 
prophet to tell His people that they have left Him and 
His promises (the best things) for other gods and other 
promises (lesser things). In verses 2 and 3 He tells Judah 
that their devotion to Him in earlier days was like that 
of a young bride to her husband, faithful and unchang-
ing. Yet now, we can see in verses 5 – 8 that, even after 
seeing all of God's faithfulness and promises being ful-
filled, Judah still left to pursue lesser things. Judah went 
to Zaxby's when they could have had Chick-fil-a. Judah 
followed after lesser things even though the best things 
were already promised to them by a faithful God who 
had never (and would never) break a promise. Judah, in 
this depiction, is like us. 
     How often have we turned to something lesser to 
satisfy us even when the blessings and promises of the 
Lord are ever-present in our lives? Moreover, how often 
have we turned aside from the Lord simply because we 
do not look toward the things He promises us and simply 
wait? Much like waiting for an ordered meal, waiting on 
the Lord is a good thing because it puts all the pressure 
on God to deliver what He promises while allowing us to 
focus on the promise-maker. 
     Therefore, I urge you, friends, if you are in a position 
where it seems easier, more fulfilling, or more promising to 
chase after something other than the Lord, don't. Remind 
yourself of the faithful God you serve and cast your bur-
dens on Him who is able to accomplish what you cannot 
fulfill. 
     Not only that, but remind yourself of the woes both 
God and Israel went through because of Judah's impa-
tience on God's ultimate deliverance. Our God is faith-
ful, never failing, and never foiling. The best things in 
life are accomplished by God's power and your patience 
for His timing. Settle not for lesser things. Rather, settle 
for what God intends to give you.

CLINTON PRINTWEAR & TROPHIES
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410 Monroe Street
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Phone: 601.924.9104
Email: buck4368@aol.com
www.clintonprintwear.com
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LETTERS FROM LONDON
BY Emily Duck, Sarah Jenkins & 

Elizabeth Riley
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

     As part of the London 2018 Semester Program, we arrived in the big 
city on the morning of Jan. 25. Since being in London, one of the ques-
tions that we have been asked most frequently is about the food here. 
Because we are immersed in a different culture, the food is obviously 
different than we are used to. Some changes have been hard to adjust to 
(such as the lack of Chick-fil-A), but there are other adjustments that we 
could definitely get used to (like the endless amounts of coffee, hot tea, 
and sweets). However, no matter how good or bad the food is, eating the 
food here is always a new experience and gives us a better perspective of 
the true London life. 
     When we arrived in our quaint part of London, Russel Square, our 
first group meal was at Pizza Hut, which we were somewhat apprehen-
sive about. After all, we were in London and we had an extensive day of 
preparation for and exploration of our new home. Our group of twenty 
students didn’t want American food. We wanted to experience a true Brit-
ish meal. Come to find out, we encountered a lot more of British culture 
than we thought we would have. There were many key differences be-
tween the American Pizza Hut and the British Pizza Hut. There was not a 
buffet for the pizza, the salad bowls were much smaller, the pizza sauce 
tasted much sweeter, and the drinking glasses could barely hold eight 
ounces. Although differences can sometimes be perceived badly, in our 
case, we were thrilled by the incongruences between our food and Brit-
ish food. This first experience made us realize that even the most typical 
sounding things can become an adventure when in a new place.
     Now that we have been in London for three weeks, we have discov-
ered just how many differences there are between American dining and 
London dining. We’ve noticed that instead of seeing fast food restaurants 
everywhere we look, we see sandwich shops and cafes on every corner. 
Last night, for instance, Elizabeth could see four Pret A Manger’s (one of 
the sandwich shop chains here) all from where she was standing. Pret is 
known for sandwiches, soups, salads, coffee, smoothies, and much more. 
Some of the more popular choices amongst our group are the tomato 
soup, low-priced coffee, and the chicken avocado sandwich. Something 
else we have noticed is the option of “take away” or dining in; it costs 
more to dine in so as broke college students, we usually order it as “take 
away.” In addition to the abundance of sandwich shops, the majority of 
the food that we’ve eaten is a lot blander than we’re used to, and season-
ing for the food is not readily available. 
     While we have been exploring London, we have had the opportunity 
to live in a centrally located bed and breakfast called the Celtic Hotel. 
Part of the Celtic Hotel’s charm is the traditional breakfast served every 
morning from seven to ten. To our surprise, the breakfast menu had op-
tions such as baked beans and mushrooms. 
     The traditional English breakfast consists of baked beans, mushrooms, 
toast, eggs, sausage, and porridge. Although this menu is very different 
from what we’re used to, some of the group was pleasantly surprised by 
these special menu items, especially Mohammad Abu Halaweh, another 
of the students with us this semester. 
     There are also cereal options available, but none of them are names 
that we recognize, nor are they sweetened. Many food items also have 
not-so-appealing names. For instance, when Emily ordered a scone, she 
was asked, “Would you like clotted cream with that?” Clotted cream, 
paired with jam, is a spread mainly used for scones. It is similar in tex-
ture to cake icing, but tastes like butter. Shockingly, we actually liked the 
combination after we got past the initial shock from its distasteful name. 
Another interesting food that the three of us have enjoyed is called a Di-
gestive. While it sounds like a laxative, it is actually a delicious chocolate 

cookie. Our first experience with this English snack was to celebrate the 
birthday of Dr. Weeks. We were shocked when Dr. Price passed around 
“digestives” instead of a birthday cake, but now they’re a group favorite. 
In addition to the traditional English foods, such as sandwiches and fish 
and chips, there are also many international options. When SJ walked 
down a single street in London, she noticed at least six different coun-
tries’ cuisines. She saw Italian, Greek, Thai, Chinese, American, Malay-
sian, and several more all in a row. 
     Among the American restaurants here, there are many options that 
we are quite familiar with, such as McDonalds, KFC, Shake Shack, and 
Subway. Amongst all the newness of the country, going to places such as 
these can provide the comfort of home while also adding a new aspect, 
because these restaurant chains are still different here than they are in 
America. They offer a few extra menu items than they do in America, 
such as a cheesy bacon flatbread at Mcdonald’s. 
     Overall, our experience thus far in London has been fantastic. The 
food has been one of the more difficult adjustments, but we are getting 
used to dining in our temporary home. The food is not what we were 
initially expecting, but we have enjoyed it all the same. We have experi-
enced international foods, many sandwiches, traditional English meals, 
and the occasional taste of home. For the remainder of our time here, we 
are going to try to broaden our cultural horizon by trying as many differ-
ent types of food as possible. We are thrilled about what the rest of this 
semester holds, and look forward to all of our new food adventures. 
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A Conversation About Racial Reconciliation

     What does the phrase ‘Racial 
Reconciliation’ mean? On MC’s 
campus, “Racial reconciliation 
means believers being unified as 
one.” Tiki Broome, a senior at 
MC, spoke during Mississippi 
College’s chapel on the topic 
Racial Reconciliation Month. 
     Racial reconciliation is a 
topic discussed throughout pop 
culture and inspired by issues 
with race in America, primarily 
between Caucasians and Afri-
can Americans. 
     At Mississippi College, 
Broome says that the adminis-
tration assures students, “All 
are equal and involved.” Al-
though equality can be found 
at MC, Broome knows racial 
discrimination exists outside 
of the Christian atmosphere. 
Broome has accepted a job 
in Meridian where he will 
focus specifically on “youth” 
and “outreach.” He will work 
with the church and commu-
nity to create a more diverse 
congregation “[in order to] 
have everyone worshipping 
together.” 
     Tuesday, Feb. 20, Pastor 
Elbert McGowan Jr., a senior 

pastor at Redeemer Church, 
a multi-ethnic church in 
Jackson, will speak on MC’s 
campus about racial unity. 
Then, an event will be held 
by New Orleans Seminary, 
who will speak about culture, 
how it influences society, and 
divides individuals. 
     Vice President of Christian 
Development Eric Pratt says 
that racial reconciliation days 
of dialogue and seminars have 
existed at MC for 15 years. 
Pratt says that Broome and 
other students enrolled in a 
social work or Christian stud-
ies course show videos about 
race reconciliation and white 
privilege. They have con-
versations about race, Chris-

tianity, and reconciliation 
where discussions are made 
about Trump and the Black 
Lives Matter movement. The 
purpose for the seminars is: 
“Christians need to be recon-
ciled to one another as well as 
the Lord.” 
     The main idea that Broome 
and other students involved 
with the Christian Develop-
ment Leadership Team want-
ed to highlight was that there 
are few Christian leaders and 
Christ followers discussing 
racial unity. Broome wants to 
see more individuals getting 
involved, addressing racial is-
sues in America. He believes, 
like many, that youths are 
vessels for change.
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From Student to Staff: 
Jordan Parker is the New 
Admissions Counselor

P4

BY Joelle Youngblood
REPORTER
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     On Jan. 3, the Admissions Office welcomed a new admissions coun-
selor, Jordan Parker.
     Parker is from Yazoo City and is a graduate of Madison Central High 
School. After graduating, he came to Mississippi College to pursue a de-
gree in Interpersonal Communication and graduated in December 2017. 
He also has a wife named Georgia, whom he married in July of 2017.
     Parker said that he “absolutely loves” his new job. “I’ve woken up a 
few times on Saturday kind of wishing I could go into work,” said Park-
er. He says that his favorite part of his job is the “balance between office 
work and relational work.”
     “I get to talk to students all the time, but also, I can chill out in the 
office a little bit and get some calls done,” said Parker. 
     At first, Parker was not really sure what an admissions counselor was. 
“My wife told me about it as far as what the position does,” said Parker. 
“I talked to Michael [Wright] about it three months before the position 
opened.”
     Hiring in the Admissions Office does not typically happen in January, 
which was a setback for Parker. “Instead of pouting about it, I just began 
to think that the Lord would provide, and He did,” said Parker. 
     Each admissions counselor covers different areas in the region in 
order to best reach more students effectively. Parker covers southwest 
Mississippi and central and southern Louisiana. He has already been able 
to travel to places in those areas to talk to students about making MC 
their college home.
     He said that his main goal for his students is for them to “find them-
selves and find their community.” Parker said, “With any student that 
comes, that is what I am selling.”
     Kyle Brantley, the Director of Admissions, said, “Jordan has only 
been on the team for a few weeks now, but he is already making a big 
impact in his new territory.”
     Brantley said that his “work ethic, likeability, and passion for MC” is 
what will help attract students to the university. 
     “He’s also a lot of fun to work with,” said Brantley.
     Parker said that his ultimate favorite memory of being here at MC was 
meeting his wife, but “the late-night conversations, like the ones that go 

until 2 o’clock in the morning,” are also some of his favorite memories.
     While he was a student, Parker was involved in intramurals, and he 
was a Communications Messenger. “I was a youth pastor for four years 
at New Hebron Baptist Church, so I didn’t necessarily have the greatest 
opportunity to be 100 percent involved on campus,” said Parker. He did 
go to many swaps and socials for different tribes, though.
     Parker is not yet finished with his education. He plans on getting his 
Master’s in Higher Education from MC.
     Outside of the Admissions Office, Parker enjoys watching The Office. 
He is also an avid hunter, and he enjoys playing disc golf. “Disc golf is 
so relaxing. It’s not stressful, and you can hang-out with some buddies as 
well,” said Parker. 
     Being the new person in an office is not always easy, but Parker is 
prepared for the challenge and is ready to bring more students into the 
MC community.

ReportExec, the New and Improved Security Software
BY Carlie Prescott 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     The safety of students at Mississippi College 
is the top priority of the Security Department. 
Director of Public Safety, Mike Warren, said 
the Public Safety Department’s new software is 
allowing security officers to do their job more 
efficiently. 
     The new software is called ReportExec 
and it populates every bit of information 
automatically, whereas before this system, all 
information received by the security office 
was recorded by hand. This software makes 
reporting more efficient, accurate, and easier, 
especially when doing annual security re-
ports, crime statistics, and tracking offences, 
according to Warren. 
     When the annual security report is filed ev-
ery year, all that has to be done is a few clicks of 
a button and all the information needed is pro-
duced automatically. Before this system, Brent 
Perkins went through every report individually 
and extracted information, which leaves room 
for error and is very time consuming. 
     Perkins was on the trail of this new securi-
ty system two years ago, when Warren began 
working in the security department, but at the 
time, there was not enough funding and there 
was difficulty getting the system approved. 
Despite difficulties, the system was approved 
and was implemented over the summer of 2017. 
Perkins worked alongside computer services to 
build the database, which consists of a frame-
work that requires the population of all the 
different crime codes, buildings, and officers on 
campus. Anyone that is listed in banner -- stu-
dents, faculty, and staff -- is in the system. 
     For example, if an officer is writing a report, 
all he or she has to do is type in the student’s last 
name and most of that student’s information, 
such as where they live, their phone number, 
etc., will appear automatically. Then the in-
formation is automatically populated into the 
report. 
     Officers can also type in decal numbers to 
find out who a vehicle belongs to. The more the 
system is used, the larger the database grows. 
They are able to track trespassers and can easily 
find out if certain individuals are supposed to be 
on campus or not. 

     Before this system, all reports were done on 
Microsoft Word Documents, and information 
was hard to search for. Also, by using word doc-
uments, there wasn’t a lot of security because 
the documents were being emailed to a lot of 
different places, which brought about security 
and confidentiality issues. If a document was 
emailed to the wrong person, they could have 
access to information they are not supposed 
to have. ReportExec has dual layers of security 
access in that one must first access the MC net-
work and then there is a secure password sign 
on for ReportExec.
     The new software allows the security officers 
to do their jobs more effectively because they 
have access to an unofficial checklist readily 
available when conducting a report or respond-
ing to a call, which prompts them to collect 
necessary information. The report cannot be 
submitted without required information that 
is defined specifically for MS College Public 
Safety. 
     The new reporting system is tied in with the 
dispatch system, where dispatch has timestamps 
and can assign officers to call, as well as search 
and find different call types.  In many cases, the 
information that the dispatcher collects when 
receiving the call and the officer communicates 
to them via radio or phone can be already up-

loaded into the report by the dispatcher before 
the officer even gets back to the office to com-
plete it.
     The web-based server initially cost $13,000, 
and has an additional $7,000 annual mainte-
nance fee which includes all software updates, 
training and 24/7 support. The security office 
basically rents the server, which would have 
cost anywhere between $30,000 and $40,000 to 
purchase outright plus the annual maintenance 
fees would still apply. 
     Perkins said the payoff for this comes into 
play when the numbers are correct for the Clery 
report every year and other information con-
tained in the annual security report. The Clery 
Report is a part of The Jeanne Clery Disclosure 
of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime 
Statistics Act, which is a federal statute requiring 
colleges and universities participating in federal 
aid programs to maintain and disclose campus 
crime statistics and security information. 
     If there are incorrect numbers within the 
report, there could be a fine to the college in the 
tens to hundreds of thousands of dollars. The 
records are more complete, accurate, and secure, 
and Public Safety staff spends less time creat-
ing, maintaining and accessing the information 
which allows them more time to be out on the 
campus looking after the students and property. 
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PROFESSOR PROFILE

BY Caleigh Haynes 
NEWS EDITOR

Maggie Parker on Play 
Therapy Awareness

     Any psychology major is able to recognize 
Maggie Morganfield Parker PhD, LPC-S, RPT, a 
Professor in the Psychology and Counseling de-
partment at Mississippi College, simply by her 
giant smile and wild stories. Parker is not just 
known for her humor and smile, though. She is 
actually known for something much more inter-
esting: play therapy, and one of her passions is 
to inform students about it.
     “A lot of people don’t know what play therapy 
is. Play therapy awareness week is a week where 
play therapists across the country really work 
to get the word out about what play therapy 
is, about who should use it (everybody!) and 
inform the public. There are different press 
releases that have been going out and a hashtag 
campaign (#PlayTherapy) – just to create a bet-
ter understanding for the public to know what 
it is. 
     “I think there’s this understanding that when 
we say the word ‘play,’ there is an assumption 
that it is frivolous or unimportant and what 
we know from the research is that not only is 
play developmentally appropriate, it is how kids 
learn and engage, and it is how they interact 
with their environment, so it is very natural for 
them to communicate through play and process 
their feelings,” Parker said.
     The Association for Play Therapy says that, 
just as adults use words to communicate, chil-
dren use play to express thoughts and feelings 
that might otherwise remain hidden. APT adds 
that thousands of licensed mental health profes-
sionals within and outside of the United States 
use play therapeutically to help their clients, es-
pecially children, to describe and manage their 
behaviors and mental health problems. 
     Parker trained at University of North Texas, 
the world’s largest play therapy training insti-
tute, where child-centered play therapy and play 
therapy was developed. Parker was taught by 
the leaders in the field. “I was really lucky to be 
able to do that and to be provided that oppor-
tunity, and I hope to be able to take that knowl-
edge and give it to others.”
     Parker is from Dallas, Texas. She graduated 
from the University of Richmond in Virginia 
with her undergrad in history and psychology, 
then moved to Southern Methodist University 
in Dallas for her Master’s, where she met her 
husband. She graduated from the University of 
North Texas with her doctorate soon after, mak-
ing her a licensed professional counselor super-
visor, registered play therapist, and child-cen-
tered play therapist supervisor. After moving to 
Mississippi, she discovered that Play Therapy 
was not as popular as it was in other states.
     “Coming to Mississippi and seeing Play 
Therapy not being a ‘thing’ made me sad! Pay 
attention; it is real! There’s a lot of people who 
don’t see it to be something, even in the coun-
seling field. I’ve had conversations with other 
counseling educators who are big researchers 
who claim play therapy was not evidence-based, 

and I was writing a chapter on Play Therapy in 
Adolescent Counseling where the majority of 
my chapter was on play therapy, and the editor 
was like, “No, you can’t put that in; it isn’t evi-
dence-based.” I was intimidated by him because 
he was a senior researcher and seemed to know 
what he was talking about. 
     “I talked to my major professor, Dr. Dee Ray, 
at the University of North Texas and she was 
like, ‘What are you talking about?! It absolutely 
is evidence-based, and you know that, so why 
didn’t you fight for it?’ and I was like, ‘Well, I 
was scared!’ but you know, it’s just having to 
be more well-versed on the outcomes. They’ve 
done several meta-analyses, and we know that 
it is beneficial and that it works. It is hard to 
get things to be designated as evidence-based 
because it has to be manualized and the whole 
purpose of play therapy is to engage in a rela-
tionship, and there’s no way you can transcribe 
exactly how you create a relationship with a 
child,” she said.
     While Play Therapy may not be very popular in 
Mississippi, there is some progression. “Right now, 
from what I understand, there is only one play 
therapy training program identified by the associ-
ation for play therapy in Mississippi. It just hap-
pened on the coast! Ole Miss has a play therapy 
program but I don’t think it has become designat-
ed as a center for play therapy, but that is it. It isn’t 
a school, but it is an entity,” she said of Mississippi 
furthering its education in Play Therapy.
     “I didn’t realize how hard my professors at 
the University of North Texas worked to educate 
the public. I think I assumed that it would be an 
‘easy’ thing because everybody in Dallas does 
know about play therapy, but that is because 
they worked for 40 years to educate. I know I’m 
going to have to do the work.”
     She definitely is doing the work. Dr. Parker is 
doing tons of research at the moment to further 
Play Therapy. One qualitative study is looking at 
what students in an undergraduate play therapy 
course gained through taking the class. Parker 
is looking at different themes by taking end-of-
year “tell me your thoughts” papers up and rec-
ognizing themes in them. Dr. Parker was really 
surprised by the depth and emotion brought out 
by the papers.
     “I think it is really important to teach play 
therapy to everybody because what I am recog-

nizing from these papers is that this has changed 
what people view -- not just children but how 
they view themselves and their relationships 
with others,” she said.
     Dr. Parker is also doing a study on how em-
pathy scores and awareness of play therapy skills 
changes as a result of taking the play therapy 
course. “So I am looking at students who are 
taking play therapy currently, and then compar-
ing results to the Toronto Empathy Question-
naire with students who are involved in child 
psychology or educational psychology courses 
to see if there are differences in that.”
     Finally, Parker is also doing a qualitative 
study where she is doing a child-parent relation-
ship training group at her church. “There are 
about 20 parents and I teach them play therapy 
skills. We discuss in a group format the devel-
opmental appropriateness of certain behaviors 
in children and then the parents do 30 minute 
play sessions with their kids once a week for 
seven weeks. We support each other in that and 
provide supervision. 
     "I am talking with the teachers, also; there 
has been all this research on how it influences 
the parent-child relationship and decreases pa-
rental stress and increases empathy and decreas-
es internalizing and externalizing behaviors, 
but we haven’t looked to see how that influences 
children across different settings, so I want to 
know if that plays out at school also.”
     Parker’s biggest goal is to get people on 
board. “It has been a challenge; a lot of peo-
ple think play therapy is silly and stupid and 
they don’t quite understand it. I was pleasantly 
surprised when my students in the undergrad 
department just flourished, and they seemed to 
really really like it and engage with it. 
     “I think it would be really helpful if every-
body took play therapy at Mississippi College. 
Sociology, teacher, higher ed, communications, 
ministry, pre-med would all benefit from it 
and would understand how to better engage in 
relationships. My long-term goal… I’d like to 
be a contributor on the Today Show. Move over, 
Kathie Lee! I wanna take over.”
     For more information about Play Therapy, 
you can visit the Association for Play Therapy 
website at www.a4pt.org, or sign up for the Play 
Therapy class offered by Dr. Maggie Parker in 
the Psychology and Counseling Department.
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The First Ever 
Tribe-Wide Mega 
Swap

BY Joelle Youngblood
REPORTER

     Tribes host multiple swaps throughout 
the school year each year, but no swap has 
ever been done like this before. On Feb. 22, 
all of the tribes will come together to host a 
mega swap. The event will take place from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Cotton Market in 
Jackson.
     The theme of the swap is going to be 
“Jailhouse Rock,” which will include tribe 
members dressing up as cops and robbers. 
Caleigh Haynes, one of the Swaps and Socials 
chairs for Kissimee Social Tribe, said that she 
thought back to General Rush 2016 to think 
of a theme that everyone would enjoy. 
     “I wore a SWAT outfit for an event, and I 
carried handcuffs. A lot of my friends wore 
orange jumpsuits,” said Haynes. She thought 

that it would “be really cute to do a cops and 
robbers theme again,” but she had no idea what 
she wanted to call it. 
     Haynes’ little sister, who is in high school, 
was the one who actually gave her the idea 
to call the event “Jailhouse Rock,” since there 
would be music and dancing – just without the 
“Elvis Presley spin to it.”
     Allison Vaughn and Katelynn Luckett, Lagu-
na Social Tribe’s Swaps and Socials chairs, are 
the main planners of the event.
     “We’ve never done this before,” said Luckett. The 
co-chairs are working with the other chairs from the 
other four tribes in order to plan this mega event. 
     Haynes said that what is really awesome 
about planning this event with all of the other 
Swaps and Socials chairs is “talking about all the 
wild things” that they each have to go through 
in order to get their jobs done.
     “It was really awesome to compare how our 
office works with each other, especially since we 
have the same jobs. It just looks different for each 
of us since each tribe is different,” said Haynes.
    With that many girls in one place, Haynes 
thinks that this will be a great opportunity for 
each tribe’s girls to “meet more friends, learn 
about their tribe, and hang out with new faces.”
 Chenoa active, Jessica Coleman, said 

that the event will be “beneficial because it 
allows all of the girls who are in tribes to come 
together.”
     “There’s a lot of pressure on having dates for 
things and having swaps with other clubs, so I 
thought it would be cool to carry out that whole 
“intertribal love” thing that we all talk about,” 
said Coleman. 
     The president of Nenamoosha, Allison John-
son, said that “having an event where everyone’s 
friends get together” will be one to remember. “I 
believe that it will show that we are unified, and 
we aren’t all about competition,” said Johnson.
     Rebekah Dickerson, a junior in Swannanoa, 
said that she is really excited about the event. 
“I think that it is a positive thing for all of the 
tribes to get together and have fun because it is 
something that never happens all at once,” said 
Dickerson.
     Vaughn said that an easier part of this event 
will be the setup. “It will be easy to execute 
because we will have more people to help,” said 
Vaughn.
     Their biggest hope for this first-time event 
is that more people show up than they expect 
and that “people go all out” with their costumes. 
“This can have a different atmosphere,” said 
Luckett.



BY Sadie Wise
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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The Golf Team: 
A New Contender; 
A New Threat

     The Mississippi College men’s golf team is set 
to start their spring season on Monday, Feb. 26, 
at Spring Hill College for the Badger Invitation-
al. The team is coached by John McMath, who 
recently retired from the mathematics depart-
ment at Mississippi College.
     Over the last several years, McMath has seen 
many differences in the program since he began 
his coaching career here almost 13 years ago. 
McMath was asked by athletic director Mike 
Jones to coach the team, but under unique 
circumstances: “I was asked to help raise some 
funds to support a golf team for three years.” 
If the team could make it those three years on 
donated funds, they would reinstitute the golf 
program at MC. The efforts were successful. 
Almost a decade later, golf is a thriving program 
on the campus of Mississippi College. 
     Like many coaches at MC, one significant 
change McMath noted was the transition he wit-
nessed when the Choctaws went from Division 
III to Division II. “Moving from Division III to 
Division II has allowed us to give scholarships.” 

McMath explained that he has had some good 
teams in the past, but there’s no denying that the 
GSC is a league that is very good at golf. Assistant 
coach and former Choctaw Ethan Doan said, 
“there are five teams in the GSC that are in the 
top 50 in the country,” which makes for some stiff 
competition for the Choctaws, who sit at 93. 
     Last spring, the Choctaws were successful, 
bringing home a road win from the Buccaneer 
Spring Classic in Southaven, Miss. They were 
also able to claim a victory at home in the Mis-
sissippi College Spring Invitational. Those wins 
last Spring have given the team the motivation 
to work toward the same – or even better – re-
sults this year.
     Zach Anderson, a junior on the golf team, ex-
pressed his excitement for the spring season to 
begin. “We have a pretty solid team; we should 
be able to qualify for regionals,” he said. Ander-
son started playing golf at the age of 5, when his 
dad began taking him to the course. “My dad 
was kind of my coach growing up,” he said. 
     Anderson has a few personal goals for the 
upcoming season. “I want to qualify for every 
tournament and have a scoring average under 
76,” he said. Anderson also emphasized the 

quality of the competition within the GSC con-
ference, saying “everyone’s good.” Despite the 
steep competition, Anderson feels that his team 
is good enough to make it far and finish in the 
top five of the conference. 
     As for preparation, Anderson said that golf 
off-seasons are pretty short. “We end our Fall 
season in November, and we start practicing 
for spring around the third week of January.” 
During the short period of time that they do 
have off, the team does some resting and focuses 
more on their time in the gym. Once it’s time 
for the season to start, though, it’s all course 
work. 
     “Last year, the golf program had its best year 
yet,” Anderson said. He is completely confident 
that he and his teammates will be able to break 
more scoring records this season and win some 
tournaments. “When we became DII, I don't 
think anyone really feared MC, but now that the 
coaches have done what they have, we are defi-
nitely contenders and we are definitely a threat.” 
     Coach McMath encourages everyone to 
come support the golf team later in the season 
as they host their spring invitational tournament 
at Lake Caroline Golf Club, in Madison, Miss.
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     “I hate losing even though it’s just a game,” said 
Max Nilges, a 20-year-old Mississippi College ath-
lete from Mönchengladbach, Germany. He moved 
to the United States from Europe three years ago to 
study business administration and to play tennis for 
the MC Choctaws. 
     There are a couple of reasons why Nilges de-
cided to get higher education abroad. “I wanted to 
improve my English since it’s very important in 
business industry,” he said. “Also, if I studied in 
Germany, I wouldn’t be able to play tennis as much 
as I do here. There is no college sport in Germany.” 
     An athlete recruitment agency created a video 
demonstrating Nilges playing tennis and sent it to 
American universities. Nilges chose MC among oth-
er schools in the U.S. because he enjoys the warm 
weather in Mississippi. Besides, the scholarship 
offered to him by MC was pretty good.
     Nilges started playing tennis when he was eight. 
“My dad is a tennis coach, and he used to take me 
with him to tennis matches on weekends. Once, I 
got so bored that I just started playing tennis with 
my dad’s racket, and I actually enjoyed it,” he said. 
He also used to play soccer in his childhood. “I still 
love to play and watch soccer, but I’m way better in 
tennis so I decided stick with it,” Nilges said.
     Sanders Barrick — Nilges’ friend and teammate — 
said, “We spend almost every day together. The team is 
mostly full of seniors, so, once Max got here, we took 
him in and kind of made him one of us immediately.”
     “Max’s personality is definitely different from 
what I'm used to as an American — the Southern way 
where everyone is super nice and friendly,” said Bar-
rick. “When you first meet Max, you might be a little 
intimidated by him, but once you get to know and 
understand him better, you can see those qualities in 
him. He appeared to be a really great guy who would 
do a lot for his teammates.” 
     In tennis, Nilges admires Roger Federer the most. 
Federer is a Swiss professional tennis player who is 
currently ranked world No. 2 in men's singles tennis 

by the Association of Tennis Professionals. “His 
game is so beautiful,” he said. “I love his one-hand-
ed backhand. When I was younger, I used to watch 
a lot of his matches, and I tried to imitate the way 
he plays.”
     According to Barrick, Nilges has a lot of 
strengths as a tennis player. “He probably has the 
prettiest looking game on the whole team,” said 
Barrick, “Just the way Max swings the racquet is 
really technically sound. He has a nice forehand and 
can take control of the point well.” “My weakness 
as a tennis player is that I get angry on the court 
sometimes,” said Nilges. “I try to keep it away.”
     Nilges doesn’t consider himself superstitious, 
but he has a little pre-match ritual. “I’m just really 
careful when I grip my tennis racquet. It has to be 
perfect and even,” he said. Also, Nilges talks to 
himself and cheers himself up a lot during a game. 
     On a scale from zero to 10 with zero being a 
bad tennis player and 10 being an excellent one, 
Nilges gave himself a score of six. “I’ll never be at 
10 because I’m too old for that, but I might move 
to seven or eight one day,” he said. Besides tennis, 
Nilges enjoys soccer, skiing, and golf.
     “I owe everything to my parents,” said Nilges. 
“During all the tournaments, they were there for me. 
My parents used to drive me to every tennis practice and 
pay for my lessons. The time and money they sacrificed 
for me, I could never repay.” 
     Now that Nilges is working toward his bache-
lor’s degree at MC and his parents are staying in 
Germany, they are communicating almost every 
other day through text messages and more rarely, 
through video calls. 
     Nilges is not quite sure about his plans for the 
future yet but he is pretty sure he will go back to 
Germany after graduation. “I might become a tennis 
coach because I don’t want to spend the rest of my 
life sitting in the office,” he said. With his degree in 
business administration, Nilges is also considering 
the idea of starting his own business.
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One Final Game 
in A.E. Wood

OPINIONS

Really Big Rings for a Really Big Team

Photo & Article BY Corey Rholdon
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     The Mississippi College softball team has built a foundation of suc-
cess the past few seasons. The team won the NCCAA championship in 
2016 and won the GSC tournament last season. The team has centered 
their culture on family and Christ, and that has helped them get through 
all of the ups and downs of the season. 
     This is Coach Brooke O’Hair’s 12th season as the Head Coach of 
the Lady Choctaws. O’Hair knows that many teams have talent, but not 
many of them have the chemistry to win a championship. “We try to 
build a family atmosphere, and we try to put Christ first. Since we have 
that strong foundation, all of the ups and downs of the season do not 
affect us that much. That is the main reason that we were that successful. 
Yes, we had talent; yes, we had the power and the speed,  but there are 
a lot of teams that have all of that, and the thing that sets us apart is that 
foundation with Christ,” O’Hair said.
     Senior Kathrine Lee is the school’s all-time leader in stolen bases and 
hits in a season. Lee is the leader of the outfield, and she sees a team that 
loves to be around one another. “We held it together; we loved playing 
with one another. If you love being on the field with someone, then you 
are going to play well together,” Lee said.
     Junior Kristen Qualls came from a championship program at Madi-
son Central so she knew what a championship program was like before 
coming to Mississippi College. “I came from a winning culture in high 
school, and when I came here I wanted to continue to bring that winning 

culture to MC,” she said.
     The NCCAA championship in 2016 wasn’t just the first softball 
championship for Mississippi College, but it was the first softball cham-
pionship for the entire state of Mississippi. That is a historic accomplish-
ment and it will always have a special place in Coach O’Hair’s heart. “It 
means everything, that national championship is the very first national 
championship in the state of Mississippi. So not only was it huge for 
Mississippi College and our softball program, but it was huge for the 
state of Mississippi,” O’Hair said. 
     No one expected the Lady Choctaws to win the GSC last season, 
even after a NCCAA Championship. It was Mississippi College’s first 
season eligible to compete for a title. But O’Hair and her squad did not 
care. “That one was sweet too, just because back when we were Division 
II, I was not a part of that – so being able to do that again and to go out 
in our first season of eligibility and win the GSC (which is the toughest 
conference in Division II) is amazing. Who would have thought that we 
would have done that in our first season? That was special because no 
one expected it but us,” said O’Hair.
     All of these rings show how much progress the softball program has 
made over the years, and Qualls now wants a National Title. “It shows 
how much progress we made; we came from Division III, where we 
were successful, and went to Division II, where we have been success-
ful. We just want to keep winning and showing people that we are good 
enough… so far, we have built up the winning and we are going to try to 
continue and go for a Division II ‘Natty’ this year,” Qualls said.
Lee sees her legacy beyond the diamond as something that could be spe-
cial for years to come. “It builds a foundation for the future, and it shows 
that our programs are definitely something you should want to be a part 
of,” said Lee.
     Every team is different, but this year, the Lady Choctaws will have 
a lot of new starters, but that doesn’t mean the expectations aren’t high. 
“They got a little bit more spunk in them, and we do not have anybody 
that is on our bench that couldn’t also start for us,” O’Hair said. “We hav-
en’t always had that, so our depth is really good. So if we have an injury 
or someone is in a slump, we can go to the bench and not skip a beat. 
     That is going to really help out this program this season,” said O’Hair. 
The biggest thing young teams have to overcome is consistency and 
communication. The Choctaw veterans know this. “We have a lot of new 
people on the field, and we have to try to figure out how to play beside 
somebody and how to communicate properly, learning the system. With 
all the weather, it has been pretty difficult to work on the communication 
and work on the strategy,” O’Hair said.
     “I think we are a very talented team. That is for sure, but our consis-
tency is not there right now. We are going to get to a point to where the 
consistency is going to be there, and when that happens, we are going to 
be very successful,” Qualls said.
     Now that the team has won the NCCAA Championship and the GSC 
Championship, they want a bigger prize; a National Championship. “I 
want another championship, and the key every year is to win a champi-
onship. Of course, it is not always a national championship. Last season 
we won the GSC and went to postseason play in Division II. Now it is all 
about going further in the postseason to work for that national champion-
ship,” said O’Hair.
     The team starts GSC play early this season, so they will find out how 
much grit they really have. The Lady Choctaws will play in the GSC 
Opening Weekend Festival this weekend.
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     Mississippi College held the men’s basket-
ball senior night on Wednesday evening in A. E. 
Wood Coliseum. Four senior athletes and their 
families were honored before their last home 
game of the 2017-2018 season. Antonio John-
son, Otis Harvey, Xavion Dillon, and Ricky 
Breakfield joined their families in center court 
to be recognized in front of the home crowd.  
Each senior has a unique journey that brought 
him to his final home game as a Choctaw. 
     Johnson is the only senior player that has 
been with the Choctaws all four years of his 
college career. He said that in the beginning, 
his experience was rough. The McComb native 
made an appearance in only 17 games his fresh-
man year but worked hard to earn his current 
position as a starting player. “I had to get used 
to the speed of things and the coaches, but over-
all, it’s been a great experience,” he said. 
     Johnson’s mother passed away earlier in the 
season and emotions ran high during the half-
time ceremony. He said that having the rest of 
his family with him to celebrate the night meant 
so much to him. “They support me in every-
thing I do. We’ve continued to love each other 

even through such a hard time.” 
     Johnson’s favorite memories were made 
on the court at A. E. Wood Coliseum. He said 
playing for the home crowd is unlike anything 
else. With a great support system behind the 
team, the fans are what made his college career 
unforgettable. With all of his experience as a 
part of the Choctaw team, Johnson is a team 
leader and gives advice to the younger players 
on the team. He believes that the key to success 
for the future of the Choctaw team is “building 
team chemistry.” He hopes that in the coming 
seasons the team will make it to the playoffs 
and bring home a GSC championship. 
     For players like Otis Harvey, the Choctaw 
experience has been a little shorter.  Originally 
from Gulfport, Miss., Harvey is a transfer from 
Jones County Junior College. Harvey spent the 
last three years with the Choctaws, but missed 
most of his first season due to an injury. At one 
point, Harvey wanted to give up the basketball 
altogether, but decided he wanted to finish his 
career out strong. He said that during the time 
spent away from the sport he “gained a hunger 
for the game.” With only one game left in the 
season, he said the Choctaws are not giving up.  
     Xavion Dillon is from Tylertown, Miss., 
and a transfer from Southeast Missouri State 
University. Finishing his second year with the 
Choctaws, Dillon hasn’t seen as much playing 
time as the other seniors but has enjoyed his 
experience with the team just the same. “It’s 
been a long journey of ups and downs, but it’s 
been fun,” he said. He wishes luck to the Choc-
taw team in the coming years saying, “They’re 
young and talented. Going into next season, I 
expect great things from them.” 
     Ricky Breakfield is a walk-on from Wesson, 
Miss., and playing collegiate basketball was a 
lifelong dream. Breakfield made the decision 
to walk on for a spot on the Choctaw basket-
ball team last year. Although he saw just a bit 

of playing time, he said his overall experience 
has been great. His time with the team has 
been short, but Breakfield said that it was easy 
to “click with the other guys” because of their 
different personalities. He’s grateful for the op-
portunity to join the team even though he spent 
the majority of the season supporting them from 
the bench. “God truly blessed me to get to fulfill 
this dream, and it’s been great,” he said.  
      Each senior athlete said that their best 
memories were simply spending time with their 
teammates. Road trips are the best way to form 
relationships that are key to having a success-
ful team. With 15 games on the road this year, 
the Choctaws had plenty of time to bond. The 
team has one final road game of the season this 
Thursday night.  The Choctaws will take on 
GSC rival Delta State in Cleveland, Miss. Just 
like the last match up against the Statesmen, the 
Choctaws know to expect an intense game.    
     These four seniors have given their all this 
season, and Choctaw fans can expect the same 
this week. The Lady Choctaws will tip off at 
5:30 p.m. followed by the Choctaws at 7:30 p.m. 



How to Spot 
Fake News

Black History 
Month

OPINIONS

BY Tyler Chambliss
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     Along with the Digital Age has come an influx of knowledge and 
information greater than anyone could have ever imagined. Due to social 
media, everyone is able to be a journalist. The problem with this is that all 
news is not created equal. No one really loves to quote President Trump 
these days, but “fake news” is not a delusion - it’s real life. Something we 
must deal with all the time.
     With information available at the click of a button or “ding” of a noti-
fication, how do we filter through what’s real and what’s untrue? It’s high 
time we educate ourselves on doing our own research.
     The News Literacy Project is a nonpartisan national education non-
profit that works with educators and journalists to teach middle school 
and high school students how to sort fact from fiction in the digital age. 
NLP’s goal is to see news literacy embedded in the American educational 
experience as an essential skill giving every student an appreciation for 
credible journalism and the skill to be an active participant in a robust 
democracy.
     Don’t you wish you could sign your grandma who shares (and rants 
about) every random article on Facebook up for that class? Luckily, the 
NLP has shared a list of their best tips and tricks for spotting fake news 
online with us. 
     1. Where is this information coming from? We all have to become 
digital detectives. A lot of fake news sites try to create a URL which is 
similar to a URL of a publication you might know and be familiar with. 
The best way to know if the site is legitimate is to simply read the content 
on the site; not just one article, but others too. Do they meet the standards 
of quality journalism?
     2. Does the headline sound neutral? This one is a kicker. If the headline 
makes you really angry, sad or burst out laughing, that’s actually a red flag 
because it’s short circuiting your logic center or your ability to think. 
     3. Who wrote it? Is there an author of the article? What else have they 

written? If Sally Sue Jones wrote an article about the 2018 Presidential 
State of the Union, but you look up her other articles and they are all 
What-To-Wear articles for a fashion blog, is her update and opinion about 
politics really the most trustworthy?
     4. What are the authors sources? If you read an article that says, “Scien-
tists say that chocolate cake makes you smarter,” your very first question 
should be, “What scientist said that?” One of the ways that rumors spread 
is a lot of people keep repeating the same information, but nobody has 
verified it. 
     5. Are the images accurate? Have you ever seen an article with an 
image that you saw and then believed to be true on the spot? Everyone 
has. For example, when hurricanes come around, incredulous pho-
tos from other hurricanes tend to turn up to bring about an emotional 
reaction from audiences, like photos of families floating down a stream 
in a refrigerator or a horse risking its life to save a kitten. Using a reverse 
image search on Google (right-click the photo, then click “search google 
for image”) can tell you where that image has appeared before and who’s 
shared it. That can give you important tips as to whether or not the image 
is original and whether or not the image is in its original context. 
     Don’t be like your crazy Uncle Bill, sharing the first Facebook article 
you see and taking it as truth. Do some research, check the facts, and be 
better informed!

BY TARA WALLS 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     I have always viewed Black History Month as a significance to 
the African American culture and the older I get, the more import-
ant it becomes. Growing up in a time where, though slavery and the 
Civil Rights Movement are in our past, our present still showcases 
hate. Don’t get me wrong, we have come very far - but there is so 
much more that still needs to be done. 
     We live in a country where there are not too many positive views 
on African Americans, nor any accurate representations of who we 
truly are. We are told by others that we are not good enough and 
some of us are raised to believe that to be the best, we have to work 
ten times harder for the same position as our colleagues. This month, 
though extremely short, is a time for many people of color to ex-
press themselves and learn the true depths of our history. We have to 
educate ourselves and others on the things of our ancestors that were 
not taught to us. It offers us a time of reflection of our past, gives us 
a hope for our future, and provides a unique opportunity for cultural 
celebration. 
     Due to the importance of this month, I feel that we should have 
been given more than 28 days to celebrate our culture. Scratch that. 
I am more than thankful that we have a month – I just wish it was a 
thirty-one day month rather than the SHORTEST one in the calen-
dar. At first, it felt like a slap in the face until I did research on why 
the month of February was chosen in the first place. Much apprecia-
tion to Carter G. Woodson, who is given credit for being the Father 
of Black History. 
     It all started back in 1926 because he felt the accomplishments of 
our people were not being accurately shown in textbooks. This was 
the birth of the Negro History Week which was held the second week 
of February. That week was particularly chosen because it was the 
birth week of Fredrick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. Negro Histo-
ry Week became so widely celebrated in 1976, that the second week 
of February became an entire month of celebration. 
     As evidenced above, many people have strongly influenced this 
monumental month. Some inspirations that I have come to learn 
and love include strives taken by: Coretta Scott King, the Little Rock 
Nine, Ruby Bridges, and honestly, many others that had the courage 
to fight during the Civil Rights Movement. This does not mean I 
don’t appreciate or acknowledge the strength of those before them, it’s 
just these names are the first to pop into my mind when thinking of 
influencers of recent years. 
     There is much to be remembered on behalf of this important 
month, but if I could leave one thing for the reader to hold on to, I 
would leave a challenge. Reader, I challenge you to find someone that 
does not necessarily look like you and get to know them. Go deeper 
than the surface and truly try to understand them. Ask many ques-
tions but, most importantly, listen to them and do not disregard their 
feelings. I hope you learn from what they have to say and who knows, 
maybe you will find a new respect for celebrating Black History 
Month as we do!
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No More 
Watered 

Down 
Christianity
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CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     It is a sad day when I feel compelled to write 
an article defending a literalist, straightforward 
reading of the Bible at a Christian university. 
Yet I perceive that these beliefs have become 
increasingly attacked around the nation and 
even here on campus. This assault has given rise 
to the temptation for many believers to make 
concessions to the world about biblical truth. 
Yet Christians cannot compromise on the Word 
of God.
     The core belief of evangelical Christianity in 
the Bible is the perfect, unerring Word of God 
in written form. 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scrip-
ture is God-breathed…” As a holy and righteous 
God, all of His words must therefore be true. 
     Most professing to be Christians would claim 
to agree with that statement. However, there is 
a growing segment among us who do not truly 
hold on to this belief. In a world that contin-
ues to mandate what thoughts and convictions 
are acceptable, many Christians are giving into 
temptation and abandoning the teachings of the 

Bible if the world deems them too controver-
sial. Unfortunately, the Bible is not the Golden 
Corral of religious texts. You cannot pick and 
choose what parts of following Jesus you like 
and what parts you don’t. For example, lots of 
times when I’m driving in Jackson I wish the 
“love thy neighbor” thing wasn’t in the Bible, 
but that’s not how it works. When I signed up 
to be a follower of Christ, I signed up for all of 
it. And that means that sometimes I am going 
to express viewpoints that the world doesn’t ap-
prove of. In fact, 1 John 3:13 tells us, “Do not be 
surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world 
hates you.” 
      Many Christians today like to emphasize the 
feel-good parts of the Bible that jive well with 
culture today such as not judging one anoth-
er. Don’t get me wrong, that is an immensely 
important part of the Gospel that should be 
followed in all of our lives. In John 8 we can find 
an example of this in the story where the Phari-
sees are going to stone a woman for committing 
adultery. Jesus stops them and says, “Let any one 
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a 
stone at her.” Often less remembered, however, 
is what Jesus tells the woman he saved. “Neither 
do I condemn you,” but “Go now and leave your 
life of sin.” Jesus loved the adulteress and was 
not there to condemn her, yet he still command-
ed her to change her lifestyle. She could not con-
tinue to live in adultery and be a good follower 
of Jesus. Jesus did not condone her sin.
     This is the part that the world has a prob-
lem with. They want us to partake in this wa-
tered-down Christianity where we can bask in 
the happiness and sunshine of political correct-
ness and we accept all lifestyles, no matter how 
sinful. But that is not biblical. Even though we 
are called to love others, we cannot just embrace 
their sin. This means, as Christians, that we will 
have to take stances that the world will hate. 
     One hot button issue today, for instance, is 
homosexuality. 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 states that 
“Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 
adulterers nor men who have sex with men… 
will inherit the kingdom of God.” The Bible is 
clear that homosexuality is a sin. This verse, 
along with many others, makes that very obvi-
ous. It isn’t up for interpretation or debate - it’s 
just plain biblical truth. And, yet, many ignore 
this because the world tells us that if we believe 
homosexuality to be sinful, we are automatical-
ly deemed homophobic extremists. Do these 
verses mean Christians should hurl insults and 
hate at the LGBTQ community in the same way 
the Pharisees hurled stones? Of course not. God 
calls us to love all of our brothers and sisters, 
whether they be straight, gay, or anywhere in 
between. However, we must still recognize that 
their lifestyle is that of sin. 
     Another belief that the world attacks Chris-

tians for is our belief that abortion is wrong. 
Yet Psalms 139: 13-14 says, “For you created 
my inmost being; you knit me together in 
my mother’s womb…” The Bible is clear that 
life begins at conception. Therefore, as Chris-
tians, we cannot accept the so-called “pro-
choice” view that women should be able to 
abort their unborn child. We cannot support, 
or even tolerate, the existence of institutions 
like Planned Parenthood who perpetuate the 
deaths of millions of children created in the 
image of God. Yet, because we object to the 
deaths of these innocents, the world derides 
us as women-haters. As a side note - should 
we heap shame upon a woman that has had 
an abortion? Again, of course not. 
     These beliefs are viewed as controversial 
in some Christian circles and as outright 
hate speech by the world.  The Southern 
Poverty Law Center, a respected organiza-
tion quoted regularly by national news or-
ganizations, maintains a list of organizations 
that they consider hate groups such as the 
Ku Klux Klan and the American Nazi Party. 
      They are now including evangelical orga-
nizations like the Alliance Defending Free-
dom and the American Family Association 
on their list of hate groups for the crime of 
supporting biblical values such as the sancti-
ty of life and marriage. To imply that evan-
gelical Christians, by defending religious 
beliefs held for 2,000 years and make up 
the principles that this nation was founded 
upon, are in the same boat as Richard Spen-
cer, David Duke, or the “alt-right” is just 
intellectually insulting. But the world con-
tinues to do so, and Christians are continu-
ally tempted to water down the message of 
God’s Word to appease the world. 2 Timothy 
4:3 prophesied this, saying, “For the time is 
coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own passions.”
     Some might argue that you should keep 
your religious views out of politics. This 
is simply a cop out. As Christians, Jesus is 
the Lord of our entire life, including civi-
cally. We can't divide our beliefs into boxes 
with God in one and politics in another. 
We must allow our Christian values to 
permeate every part of our lives. James 4:4 
says that “friendship with the world means 
enmity against God.” My arguments may 
sound extreme or absolutist to some, but 
that’s because our God is absolute. As His 
followers, we cannot compromise or give 
in to the politically correct demands of the 
world. If we allow these principles of Chris-
tianity to be undermined, what part of the 
Bible will we water down next?

Blind Leading 
The Blind

     Recently, I was talking to a friend about 
"Generation Z."  If you were born in 1995 
or after, I'm talking about you.  One thing 
she told me was that we, Gen Z, charac-
teristically obtain an extreme dependency 
on others. We are the most interdepen-

dent generation to date.  When something 
bad or scary or dramatic happens to us, 
we immediately search for someone to 
tell so they can give us the perfect advice 
on how to handle it. We over-dramatize, 
over-think, over-compensate, over-ex-
plain, over-do everything. I'm sure this 
all sounds familiar and a few names just 
popped in your head.
     We struggle with making decisions on 
our own. We are more likely to depend on 
significant others, family, or friends be-
fore making a final move. Sometimes we'll 
even ask people's opinions through social 
media.  
     With the changing tides of political cor-
rectness, we feel the need to be sensitive 
with every word we speak and every action 
we make. It has been lodged in our heads 
to think this way. This is because the ma-
jority of our generation thrives off of other 
people's approval and acceptance. 
     Let me ask you this - Why do you use 
social media? Why do you post pictures 
and check every two minutes to see who 
liked it?  Why are you scared to eat in the 
Caf alone? Why do you care about those 
untrue rumors about you? Why do you let 
past relationships define your worth? Why 
do you feel bad about expressing your 
opinion? 
     We thrive off of people's opinions and 
approval of us, and we let it either make or 
break us.  We let them influence our every 
move. 
     We let our emotions rule our decisions. 
We don't want people to critique us over 

a bad decision. We are so scared of mak-
ing the wrong decision, but even worse, 
we are scared of making the wrong deci-
sion ALONE. I think that’s why we can’t 
make a decision alone. We ask for anyone’s 
opinion and also over-explain why we are 
choosing to make this decision, so that 
someone else can try to understand and 
approve. So that you can communicate the 
thoughts that keep you awake at night, so 
you don't feel so alone. 
     But…
     Why is it that we balance our emotion 
on the approval of people who are just like 
us: scared, imperfect, and underprepared?
     The reason I am calling all of us out on 
this is because I believe that we are put-
ting our standards and trust in the wrong 
places. It is like the blind leading the 
blind. That is why hearts get broken, trust 
gets broken, and people get broken. 
     We are too easily reliant on other peo-
ple's eyesight, when they are just as blind 
as we are. It's easy to forget that God is 
our one and only standard when we are 
surrounded by people who pretend to 
have all the answers, but we must keep 
our eyes on the Truth. 
     The Truth is that we can ask for imper-
fect people's advice all day long and Christ 
does call us to look to our brothers and sis-
ters in Him, but the only place you'll really 
find the perfect solution is in the beautiful 
and omniscient words of Christ.  Make 
sure your source of advice flows from that 
same understanding and better yet, BE 
that source for someone else.
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BY Joshua Dilmore
A&E EDITOR

     The Roman poet Horace once said, “A pic-
ture is a poem without words.” Another great 
and more recent philosopher Bob Ross once 
said, “Let’s get crazy.” These two quotes are 
the perfect representation of who Anna Leigh 
McCombs is as an artist. She is both a painter 
who wishes to translate emotions through the 
stroke of her paintbrush and a college student 
who gets bored and wants to be left alone to 
noodle around with paints for awhile. Either 
way, McCombs continues to churn out beautiful 
paintings at a mere 21 years of age, but where 
did it all begin?
    McCombs’s career as an artist began when 

she was a child. “Growing up, my dad was 
always drawing and doodling,” McCombs 
said, “so in my free time, I drew and doodled.” 
That passion truly blossomed when she was in 
elementary school, a time when McCombs said 
she loved art class. “I could paint and draw my 
heart out!”
     Throughout her academic career, McCombs 
took the lessons she learned in those art classes 
and the techniques her father showed her to bet-
ter herself as an artist. For the most part, howev-
er, she describes herself as a self-taught painter.
     “In junior high and high school, there were 
school contests,” McCombs said of her local 

and regional success. These contests led to 
success and recognition as a talented painter. 
One of McCombs’s favorite memories was 
a local competition and art show, judged by 
Clinton artist Wyatt Waters. The young artist 
described meeting him and the show itself as 
“mind-blowing!”
     Recently, McCombs has chosen a career in 
law enforcement. She attends the University 
of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Miss., 
where she said that she is on the track to be a 
third-generation law enforcement officer. Still, 
McCombs is never far from a clean canvas 
and a fresh palate of paint. It is not the success 
that keeps McCombs going as an artist, but the 
“escape” she says it provides her. “It’s a way for 
me to unwind and express how I’m feeling.”
     The artist’s favorite medium with which to 
work is acrylic paint. “Every now and then I’ll 
doodle with color pencils,” she added. “I’ve 
experimented with oil paint and chalk, and that 
was a mess for me. I haven’t touched it since!”
     When asked what she valued most about art, 
McCombs reflected a moment. “I value that 
one painting can have a different meaning for 
each person that looks at it. Being able to paint 
what I’m feeling is what keeps [me] painting.” 
And each time she expresses herself, the artist 
creates another painting that evokes emotions.
Given her success, McCombs attributes it to 
the man who inspired her in the first place: 
“I would have to say my dad for getting me 
into drawing and painting.” Just as McCombs 
has used art as a means to express herself, she 
would encourage other artists to do so. “Put 
your feelings and thoughts into your art and let 
it speak for you.”
     For inquiries, please contact McCombs by 
email at anna_mccombs2@aol.com. Readers 
may also connect with McCombs on social 
media under her name.

OH DEER
BY Josh Carter 
ASSISTANT EDITOR
     There is a 90 percent chance that you have 
never heard of this movie, but now you have 
and thus are more cultured. I had seen pre-
views of this film on YouTube and it was a slow 
weekend, so I thought I would give it a whirl. I 
knew with this director, Yorges Lanthimos (say 
that three times fast), that this wasn't going to 
be a laugh-a-minute rom-com. In his movie 
“Dog Tooth,” the audience must endure a scene 
in which one of the main characters smashes 
out her tooth with a weight. But, I have been 
watching a lot of “Friends” lately, so I thought I 
needed to challenge myself mentally. Watching 
this movie was a decision I made willingly. I 
didn't know what I was getting into and am still 
dealing with the ramifications. 
     The first scene in “The Killing of a Scared 
Deer” gives you a clear indication of the world 
into which you are fixing to dive. The mov-
ie starts off with a close-up of a human heart 
during surgery, but this isn't a “Grey’s Anatomy” 
style heart surgery. I would bet the life of my 
mother that this was an *actual* human heart 
during an *actual* heart surgery. It’s gross yet 
fascinating, like watching an old man eat soup. 
We then learn that the main character, played by 
Colin Farrell, is a heart surgeon, so you’re like, 
“Oh, okay, that’s probably why I just witnessed 
a heart surgery.” You have to be pretty smart to 
connect the dots, but that’s why I’m helping you. 
      Steve, Colin Farrell’s character, has a wife, 

Nicole Kidman, and two children, a boy and 
a girl. You don’t need to know the kid’s names 
because they aren't famous. Steve has made a 
friend in Martin, a teen boy whose father has 
died after a car accident. But from the get-go, 
you sense that something is just off with Mar-
tin. You know that guy in class who is a perfect-
ly kind fellow, but sometimes says things that 
make you so uncomfortable that your eye starts 
to twitch? Martin is that guy. Everything seems 
to be going fine, but when Steve’s son one day 
wakes up and can’t move his legs, things start to 
go south. And, once his daughter also loses the 
ability to walk, all eyes begin to go to Martin. 
     There is a Greek myth in which the title of the 
movie comes from. Iphigenia was the princess of 
Mycenae. One day her father, the king of Myce-
nae, upsets the goddess Artemis because he killed 
a scared deer. Because of this, the goddess stopped 
all wind. The only way in which the king could 
appease Artemis, and thus make the wind come 
back, was to sacrifice his daughter, Iphigenia. This 
gives you an idea of the plot of the movie.
     While Steve’s son and daughter are in the 
hospital (because of not being able to move 
their legs) Martin tells Steve to meet him in the 
cafeteria. When they meet, Martin states that 
he suspects that Steve has killed his father, for it 
was Steve who performed surgery on the father 
after his car accident. Martin then tells Steve that 
because of Steve’s malpractice, the only reconcil-
iation is for Steve to kill one of the members of 
his family. Only then will the not-being-able-to-
walk curse be broken. Also, if he doesn't choose 
a family member to kill soon, all of them will die. 
      This, as you can imagine, leaves Steve in a bit 
of an awkward situation. I won’t tell you what he 
does, because if I had to witness it, then you have 
to, too. I will tell you that one of the last scenes in 
the movie involves Colin Farrell spinning around 
with a bag over his head and a shotgun in his 

hand, so draw your own conclusions. Would I 
recommend this movie to a large audience? Eh, 
probably not. But if you are a fan of strange inde-
pendent movies, this is right up your alley. 
     Movies like “The Killing of a Sacred Deer” 
have their place in cinema. For every Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson and Kevin Hart blockbuster, 
there needs to be a lesser-known independent 
movie that requires actual mental engagement 
-- no offense to “Baywatch” and “Jumanji.” Al-
though a large sum of the population will never 
lay their eyes on “The Killing of a Sacred Deer” 
and others like it, for those who do, it acts as a 
satisfying divergence from the mundane-ness 
that can so often infiltrate modern cinema.

TIC-TAC-TOE 
Challenge A FriendIn Class Distraction
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Oscar Noms 2018: Who’s Who?
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BY Carlie Prescott 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     On March 4, Oscar winners will be crowned 
at the 90th Academy Awards. But before the red 
carpet is unrolled and envelopes are unsealed, 
the public has an inside scoop on the nominees.   
     Everyone has an opinion on what movies and 
what actors/actresses should and should not 
have been nominated, and here’s what students 
at Mississippi College have to say about it.
To lay the groundwork, the nominees for Best 
Picture, Best Actor, Best Actress, Best Support-
ing Actor, Best Supporting Actress, Animated 
Feature Film, and Best Director, among 16 other 
categories, were revealed Jan. 23.
     Nominees for Best Picture include: “Call Me 
By Your Name,” “Darkest Hour,” “Dunkirk,” 
“Get Out,” “Lady Bird,” “Phantom Thread,” 
“The Post,” “The Shape of Water,” and “Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri.” Junior 
at MC, Tara Walls, says “Get Out” should win 
the Oscar for Best Picture. Regarding the film, 
Walls says, “It deserves to win because it made 
people feel uncomfortable, and uncomfortable 
is good!”
     Currently, “The Shape of Water” and “Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri” are neck-
and-neck for Best Picture. 

Several students at Mississippi College voiced 
the opinion that “The Greatest Showman” 
should have received a nomination for Best 
Picture. While the film’s song “This is Me” was 
nominated for Best Original Song, many believe 
that the movie deserves more recognition than 
it received.
     The nominees for Actor in a Leading Role in-
clude: Timothee Chalamet in “Call Me By Your 
Name,” Daniel Day-Lewis in “Phantom Thread,” 
Daniel Kaluuya in “Get Out,” Gary Oldman in 
“Darkest Hour,” and Denzel Washington in “Ro-
man J. Israel, Esq.” Denzel Washington, accord-
ing to freshman Iris Patterson, deserves to win 
Best Actor.
     Sally Hawkins in “The Shape of Water,” Fran-
ces McDormand in “Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri,” Margot Robbie in “I, Tonya,” 
Saoirse Ronan in “Lady Bird,” and Meryl Streep 
in “The Post,” are the nominees for Actress in a 
Leading Role. 
     Nominees for Actor in a Supporting Role 
include Willem Dafoe in “The Florida Project,” 
Woody Harrelson in “Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri,” Richard Jenkins in “The 
Shape of Water,” Christopher Plummer in “All 

the Money in the World,” and Sam Rockwell in 
“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri.” 
     According to freshman Cy Leist, many peo-
ple think that Gary Oldman will take home the 
award for best lead actor, although Timothee 
Chalamet has made a big impression being the 
youngest man to be nominated for Best Actor 
since 1944. Leist also says Michael Stuhlbarg 
was noticeably snubbed in the supporting actor 
category, although he appeared in both Os-
car-nominated movies “The Post” and “Call Me 
By Your Name.”
     Cinematographers nominated for Best Cin-
ematography include: for “Blade Runner 2049” 
Roger A. Deakins, for “Darkest Hour” Bruno 
Delbonnel, for “Dunkirk” Hoyte van Hoytema, 
for “Mudbound” Rachel Morrison, and for “The 
Shape of Water” Dan Laustsen. Cinematogra-
pher Roger A. Deakins has been nominated for 
Best Cinematography 14 times but has never 
won. According to Leist, many think this will 
finally be the year he wins for his work in “Blade 
Runner 2049,” and in his opinion, “He so de-
serves it! That’s the underdog to root for!”
     Actress in a Supporting Role nominees are 
Mary J. Blige in “Mudbound,” Allison Janney 
in “I, Tonya,” Lesley Manville in “Phantom 
Thread,” Laurie Metcalf in “Lady Bird,” and Oc-
tavia Spencer in “The Shape of Water.”
Movies nominated for Animated Feature Film 
are “Boss Baby,” “The Breadwinner,” “Coco,” 
“Ferdinand,” and “Loving Vincent.”
     Directors nominated for Best Director 
include: for “Dunkirk” Christopher Nolan, for 
“Get Out” Jordan Peele, for “Lady Bird” Greta 
Gerwig, for “Phantom Thread” Paul Thomas 
Anderson, and for “The Shape of Water” Guill-
ermo del Toro. Leist also said that Greta Ger-
wig has become only the fifth female to ever be 
nominated for Best Director for her work in her 
directorial debut “Lady Bird.”
     Jimmy Kimmel, who is hosting the Oscars 
once again this year, is hoping to redeem him-
self from last year’s Best Picture mix-up. For 
those who missed the mishap, Kimmel mistak-
enly mixed up the cards for Best Picture and “La 
La Land” was announced as the winner when 
the Oscar was supposed to go to “Moonlight.”
Do you plan to watch the Oscars? Who do you 
hope wins this year? Tweet us @MC_Collegian.

A Tale as Old as Time
BY Carlie Prescott 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Do you remember the first time you experi-
enced magic in your life? For most of us, it was 
the first time we watched a Disney movie. I 
remember running to the tape shelf to pick out a 
Disney VHS, usually “Toy Story,” my all-time 
favorite, then begging my mom to put the mov-
ie in the VCR. I also enjoyed other classics such 
as “Aladdin” and “The Little Mermaid.” So, 
when I heard that New Stage Theatre in Jackson 
was presenting its own production of Disney’s 
“Beauty and the Beast,” I grabbed my laptop, 
sang a chorus or two of “Be Our Guest,” and 
bought tickets to see the Broadway Musical.
 My family has made it a recent tradition 
to go to a New Stage play each holiday season. 
In past years, we’ve seen “A Christmas Carol” 
and “A Christmas Story.” I was unsure about 
“Beauty and the Beast,” though. It’s not exactly 
what I would call a “Christmas” story. None-
theless, I have never seen a bad New Stage play 
and had faith in our local theatre.
 We took our seats in the crowded the-

atre. The stage was minimally set with only 
a backdrop. After a short while, the lights 
dimmed and the overture began to play. Every-
one knows the story of how the young Prince 
turned away the old beggar, only to find our 
that she was an enchantress in disguise. Thus, 
the curse is placed, and the action begins to 
build. Typically, the ensemble does not stand 
out in a play to me. However, the players for 
“Beauty” seemed to have stepped out of the sil-
ver screen. I watched closely to see if they were 
actually lip-synching. (They weren’t.) Then, 
Belle —beautiful Belle—played by Danielle 
Bowen, entered the stage.
 For the rest of the song, I was lost in 
Bowen’s talents. The princess whom I had 
watched (and “crushed on”) as a child had 
come to life. Other familiar faces flocked 
around her: Gaston, played by Kevin Toniaz-
zo-Naughton; LeFou, played by Cameron Pitre; 
and Maurice, played by Cory Drake. As the 
play progressed, more familiar faces and child-
hood loved-ones joined the players. My person-
al favorites of the night were Madame (Kathlyn 
Arcemont) and Lumiere (Andrew Fehrenbach-
er).
 Some readers may recognize Fehren-
bacher, who is a MC alum. With his French 
accent, white wig, and fluid motions with his 
giant, obnoxious candle hands, Fehrenbacher 
channeled Lumiere’s debonair charm that left 
many patrons swooning. Alongside him in the 
role of Cogsworth was the talented Chris Roe-
buck, who is also a MC alum. The two made 
a comedic duo that left everyone in the theatre 
laughing out loud. The costumes that Fehren-
bacher, Roebuck, and other residents wore, 
were outlandish, giant versions of their house-
hold counterparts. My personal favorite was the 
giant tea cup that actor Clay Nelson wore in the 
role of Chip.
 As Act I progressed, the Beast (Michael 
Spaziani) takes Belle as his prisoner, and after 
an hour or so, the musical number the audience 
eagerly awaited finally arrived. “Be…Our…
Guest! Be our guest…!” Yes, I had to remind 
myself that I was in a theatre and not at a kara-
oke bar before I got up and joined Lumiere and 
Babette onstage. By the end of the song, confet-
ti rained down over the audience. Had the show 
ended there, I would not have complained. But 
no…I had a-whole-nother act to go!
 In Act II, Spaziani began to really shine 

through as Beast. Until then, the actor had little 
stage presence (and few scenes at that). But the 
chemistry between he and Bowen was felt to 
be real. As love blossomed between Belle and 
Beast, it came time for one of the most romantic 
scenes in any film: the ballroom dance. Sha-
ron Miles, although no Angela Lansbury, did 
the role justice as Mrs. Potts, especially when 
it came to sing “Beauty and the Beast.” (Ah, 
love.)
 All this romance gone too soon, as 
Gaston entered the stage, bent on destroying the 
Beast. My grandma has always said, “If an ac-
tor can make you hate them, then they’re a good 
actor.” Well, Naughton did just that as villain 
Gaston. His performance may have been the 
most well-delivered of the night. Not to men-
tion, he was able to do one-armed pushups all 
while delivering a steady solo. I was impressed 
and a little envious, but who isn’t of Gaston?
 New Stage really outdid itself with 
“Beauty and the Beast.” The climax of the 
play was hilarious, tense, and heart-felt. From 
Cogsworth running after a female ensemble 
with giant scissors to Gaston falling from the 
balcony (yet visibly bouncing on the stage) as 
he screamed all the way down, I enjoyed myself 
and can’t complain. Even the mistakes the play-
ers made or the cheesy special effects -- none of 
it ruined my experience. The play culminated 
with Beast, in human form, and Belle uniting 
for one last dance before the curtains drew.
Although “Beauty and the Beast” has closed, 
New Stage has several more productions 
planned through 2018. Now through Feb. 25, 
“Silent Sky,” the story of 19th century astrono-
mer Henrietta Leavitt, is showing at New Stage. 
For more information about New Stage Theatre 
or to purchase tickets, visit newstagetheatre.
com or call the Box Office at (601) 948-3533.
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Kylie Jenner Pregnancy Video In Less Than 1,000 Words

BY Josh Carter 
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Kylie Jenner, a person who once mistook a baby pig for a chicken, has 
given birth to a baby girl, Stormi. Although it was highly speculated that 
she was indeed with child, the millionaire, empire-owning twenty-year 
old kept relatively mum on social media and was never really seen in 
public. After a Calvin Klein photoshoot featuring the entire Kardashian/
Jenner clan with every picture of Kylie showing her stomach in varying 
degrees of camouflage went viral, anticipation reached a fever-pitch.
We then arrive at Super Bowl Sunday, a day which will live in infamy 
for the Philadelphia Eagles, Kylie Jenner, and that kid who danced with 
Justin Timberlake and was famous for an hour. Before the big game, 
Kylie took to Instagram to reveal that she had given birth on Feb. 1 and 
“couldn't wait to share this blessing.” This post was followed by the 
release of an eleven-minute video showcasing her pregnancy and the 
events that had transpired over the past nine months. As of this writing, 
Kylie’s video has 55 million views. In comparison, Justin Timberlake’s 
half-time show has 12 million. I will now give you timestamps of said 
video and lead you along this journey.
     0:06 - Kris Jenner is about to give birth to Kylie and Bruce (anon 
Caitlyn) is behind the camera. 
     0:24 - Khloé is in the background and is wearing white overalls. 
     0:32 - I can report that Kylie was actually born with those lips. 
     0:40 - Kylie’s best friend is now talking. Can someone please give me 
the backstory on this girl? She’s Kylie’s friend, but who actually *is* she?
     0:44 - Kylie is in the ocean with Travis Scott. She is wearing a black 
scarf covering her entire head. She looks like Jackie at JFK’s funeral. 
     0:57 - The way they shot the video is actually pretty cool. The guy 
who filmed this was once a garbage man. This is a fact!

     1:25 - Kylie is fiddling with Travis Scott’s ear, but this goes on for 
what feels like days. I had time to plow an entire field in the time she 
played with his earlobe. 
     2:13 - They are at Kylie’s birthday party, and there is a bounty of 
children. Kids anywhere are the worst, especially at a party. Name a party 
you’ve attended where you thought, “The only thing that would make 
this party better is if there were more kids.”
     2:52 - Kylie is doing that thing where the doctor puts that goo on 
your stomach and looks at the baby. I’m not a baby doctor, so I don’t 
know what that word it. (A&E Editor Joshua Dilmore has informed 
me that this procedure is called an “ultrasound,” sometimes errone-
ously called a “sonogram,” which is the image that is produced from 
the ultrasound.) 
     3:17 - “There was one thing that your mom knew for sure… and that 
was you.” Everyone on twitter was talking about this beautiful soliloquy 
from this random friend. Give me a break. John Green says something 
like this in every novel he’s ever written.
     3:39 - Kylie is now in the desert. I repeat, Kylie is in the desert.
     3:47 - When this girl found out that Kylie was pregnant, she says, “Ob-
viously, I was so happy. I was proud of her. This is what she wanted ever 
since she turned 15.” You hear that kids?! Dreams come true everyday!
     4:01 - There is nothing more powerful than watching a private jet 
land, pregnant Kylie walk out of said jet, and then drive away in a sports 
car. Truly a historical moment.
     4:08 - She’s showing Travis’ parents pictures of the baby. They are in 
this really nice kitchen, but it is completely barren. I want everyone to 
see how there is NOTHING in this huge kitchen. 
     4:46 - Someone says of Kylie, “She was born to be a mom!” “My 
baby is having a baby!” I scream while holding a glass of wine and 
streaks of mascara stain my face. 
     5:16 - Kylie and friend are in the drive-thru at In-N-Out. This em-
ployee clearly sees that Kylie is pregnant, but she never goes to the press. 
Why did she not say anything? Did they pay her off?
     6:51 - We arrive at Kylie’s baby shower, and there are an eerie number 
of flowers. How/Where do they get all of these plants? The Netherlands? 
They could sponsor at least 100 funerals with the insane number of flow-
ers they have at this event. 
     7:15 - I like how Kylie’s plate of food while pregnant is just a normal 
plate of food for me. 
     7:42 - Kanye is running around the house. I’m glad to see he is doing 
well. 
     8:34 - Kim just gave Chicago to Kylie. Her child, not the city.
     8:49 - It’s Rob! He has come out of hiding! There’s a stuffed alpaca in 
the background! A lot going on!
     10:27 - Kylie is in labor and in a hospital room. Khloé is the room and 
is not wearing white overalls. 
     11:20 - We see a glimpse of Stormi’s arm. The screen goes blank. The 
video is over, and I am left with more questions than answers.

     The newest trivia game that is sweeping 
the country is called HQ, but it is unlike any 
other trivia game.
     HQ goes live twice a day at 2 p.m. and 
8 p.m. with host Scott Rogowsky, and only 
12 questions are asked during each time 
frame. The object of the game is to get all 
12 questions right, but instead of simply 
winning the game, each winner is award-
ed money. Each question has three answer 
choices, and there are only 10 seconds on 
the clock to answer.
     The jackpot for each game usually ranges 
from $2,000 to $2,500 unless there is a spe-
cial occasion, such as the Super Bowl, when 
the jackpot was $20,000. If multiple players 
win the game, each player will receive a cut 
of the money.
     The two founders of the once popu-
lar Vine, Rus Yusupov and Colin Kroll, 
launched HQ in the fall of 2017. The 
HQ app was created by Intermedia Labs, 
which is the app developer that Yusupov 
and Colin created not long after they 
sold Vine.

BY Joelle Youngblood
REPORTER

     Ninety six MC students participated 
in a poll on Twitter concerning their HQ 
habits. Only six percent answered that 
they actually won money from winning 
the game before. Sixteen percent of par-
ticipants said that they play the game both 
times each day. Thirty one percent of 
participants voted that the game was not 
worth trying to play. The winning cate-
gory, with forty seven percent, was the “I 
play if I feel like it” category.
     In response to the poll, junior Allison 
Vaughn commented, “I like playing it 
when I’m with a group of people who are 
also playing it. It makes it more fun to 
play with friends.”
     Carrie Hutto, a junior and Elementary 
Education major, said, “I love playing the 
game, but the host gets on my nerves. He 
talks too much.”
     On Oct. 22, 2017, there were roughly 
14,000 players each game with an average of 
$4,000 given away that week. As the popu-
larity of the game grew, more people began 
to play. On Dec. 31, 2017, an average of 
667,000 people were playing the game, and 
the total amount of money awarded since 
October was $43,100.
     In January, the average number of people 
playing the game was 1.2 million.
     During the Super Bowl on Feb. 4, 1.9 mil-
lion players were tuned into the game to try 
and win the $20,000. The number of trivia 
questions was moved up to 15 instead of 12 
to give the players an extra challenge. 
     One hundred and sixty eight people came 
away with the victory and $119.05 richer.
     How does HQ have the money without 
any advertising? According to “Money,” a 
venture capitalist is currently backing the 
trivia game, and there is no focus on making 
a profit at this point. Therefore, investors are 
providing the money for the game in hopes 
that the game will attract so much populari-
ty that companies will be willing to pay to be 
a part of it.
     HQ is free to download in the App Store 
and is available for Android products.

HQ Frenzy Dots & Boxes Game
1. Take turns drawing lines between the dots.
2. Capture a box by drawing its fourth wall.
3. After you capture a box, you must draw another line.

GOAL: Player with the most boxes at the end wins!
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Ende Woodward

Cydney Campbell

Courtney Williams

Drew Ahlrich

Major: English Writing
Class: Sophomore
Hometown: Madison, MS

Major: Studio Art
Class:Senior
Hometown: Bogue Chitto, MS

Major: Political Science
Class: Sophomore
Hometown: Indianapolis, Indiana

Major: Public Relations
Class: Senior
Hometown: Hickory, MS

Q: What was the best phase in your life so far?

Q: What’s your favorite movie of all time and why did it speak to you so much?

Q: What is the craziest thing you’ve ever done? Would you do it again?

Q: If you’re in a bad mood, do you prefer to be left alone or have someone to cheer you up?

A: I think that the best phase of my life that I have gone through up to now was the period between Au-
gust 2016 and April 2017 (which actually was my freshman year of college). I think of it as being one of the 
most important periods of my life because it was the beginning of a new phase for me. For the first time, I 
was out on my own and away from my parents, and I was able to do a lot of thinking for myself. I got con-
nected to some really incredible people who have become some really incredible friends; these are people 
I have been able to grow with and make some really special memories with. It was one where I learned a 
lot about myself and other people, and one where I was able to grow closer to God. It wasn’t all easy, and 
maybe it wasn’t even the best (because I also have some really special things going on now), but it brought 
me into a new era of my life. If it wasn’t the best, it was definitely the most important.

A: My favorite movie is La Vie En Rose - it is based on the life of Edith Piaf, one of France’s most beloved 
singers. The movie recounts the story of Edith’s journey to fame. She was abandoned as a child and endured 
many abuses but followed through with her passion for music. Even though she lived for 47 short years, her 
unwillingness to give up is inspiring even today.

A: The craziest thing I have ever done was probably jump out of a moving car. My parents have always 
jokingly suggested that I "tuck and roll" out of the car in middle school when they would drop me off, so I 
guess it's not surprise that I actually put it into action. I was seventeen when I first tried it. My friends and 
I were going about 45 down a road, and I just opened the door and jumped as far as I could from the car. I 
was absolutely terrified, and I got scraped up a bit. I jokingly tell my friends I'll try again whenever we are on 
the trace, but as a thrill seeker, I'd actually love to do it again!

A: If i’m in a bad mood, I generally like to be left alone. After awhile, though, I’ll need human interaction 
to boost my mood, so I’ll text friends that I want to see. After I see my friends, I immediately feel better! But 
if I’m still in my ‘introverted mood’ and someone talks to me, I can get pretty grumpy. 

WOULD YOU RATHER?
Play by yourself or with your friends!

1. Would you rather be completely 
bald or covered from head to toe with 
hair?

2. Would you rather have a pig nose or 
a monkey face?

3. Would you rather talk in rhymes or 
sing instead of speak?

4. Would you rather not wash your 
hands for a month or your hair for a 
month?

5. Would you rather have a constant 
booger in your nose or a piece of food 
stuck between your teeth?

6. Would you rather live in an amuse-
ment park or a zoo?

7. Would you rather live in Narnia or 
go to school at Hogwarts?

8. Would you rather travel 100 years 
in the future or 100 years in the past?

9. Would you rather be a giant mouse 
or a tiny elephant?

10. Would you rather lost your ability 
to speak or have to say everything you 
are thinking?

Images & Questions by Anais Eliseeva
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Collegian staff members 
at the Southeast Jour-
nalism Conference after 
placing 2nd out of 22 
colleges and universities 
for the best college 
newspaper! 

Pictured left to right: 
Corey Rholdon (Sports 
Editor), Kelsey DeVazier 
(Head Editor), Josh 
Carter (Assistant Editor) 
& Anais Eliseeva 
(Photographer).
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