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EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED

Catching Up 
With CAB

     “I love CAB because it’s something that just 
kind of interferes with the mundane-ness of 
college,” says Jacob Holden, Junior at Missis-
sippi College and one of the newest members 
to CAB. The freshly minted CAB-ey explained, 
“CAB is Campus Activities Board. It’s very 
much oriented around the students and want-
ing to serve the students, which is what I like 
to do. I knew I wasn’t going to do a club, but I 
wanted to keep busy.” 

     Holden was a member of CAB at Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College, and was eager 
for the possibility of being a part of the same 
organization, just on a grander scale. “I was 
definitely excited because I love being hands-
on; I love making stuff and staying busy. I like 
organizing and setting up events, and CAB is 
just the perfect fit for that. It’s so cool that I am 
able to be a part of it.”
     On why CAB is necessary for MC, Holden 
says it adds to the greater college experience. 
“I think it’s necessary because it brings a lot of 
different people groups together.” If CAB were 
to not exist, a student would simply, “go to class, 
go to lunch, go back to their dorm, or their pod, 
and just kind of stay there… It would feel like 
school after a while. If CAB were to go away, I 
think people would notice because one, it pro-
vides events to look forward to and, two, it’s just 
time to ignore a lot of stuff.”   
     Yes, grades are important, but, Holden ex-

plains that, “Sometimes it’s good to take a break 
from that. We can so easily miss a lot of cool 
opportunities like community and just having 
fun. I think having fun is a big part of college. 
Responsible fun,” Holden stresses. “It’s a Chris-
tian college!” he adds with a laugh.
     “CAB is an important part of social life at 
MC,” says Justin Hopkins, Chairperson of the 
organization on campus. “It is one of the only 
social events where everyone is welcome. There 
are no requirements; you can show up, have a 
good time, and leave whenever you feel like it. 
We just want to create an atmosphere where 
students can relax and have fun.” 
     On upcoming events which CAB is looking 
forward to hosting, Hopkin says, “We have 
some amazing events this upcoming semester. 
Choctaw Fest is coming back this semester, and 

     The morning of Jan. 11 began 
with a disturbing wake-up call 
for the residents of New Women’s 
West. Residents were awakened 
by the sound of fire alarms blaring 
throughout the rooms and halls. 
Dazed and panicked, residents 
began to make their way out of the 
building. Analyse Mullican, a res-
ident of the fourth floor, said that 
she initially took her time getting 
out of bed. 
     “As I was kind of slowly getting 
out of bed, I could smell the smoke 
and started to immediately panic,” 
said Mullican. She and her room-
mate live diagonally from the room 
where the fire originated. Mullican 
said that by the time she exited the 
room, there was already smoke in 
the hallway. 
     Mike Warren, the director of 
public safety, said that the fire was 
contained to only the one room on 
the fourth floor. “By all accounts, it 
looks to be accidental,” said War-
ren. The first officer on the scene 
that morning was a retired firefight-
er. “When he first opened the door, 
the room was full of smoke, and 
he knew to keep the door closed in 
order to keep the fire contained,” 
said Warren.
     The residents of that room were 
not there at the time of the fire. 
“The fire alarm and suppression 
system worked just exactly how 
it was supposed to,” said Warren. 
Because the fire was only in the 
one room, the sprinkler system was 
only activated in that one room. “It 
suppressed the fire almost imme-
diately but then you have a lot of 
smoke to deal with,” Warren said.
     One sprinkler head can expel 
a large amount of water in a short 
period of time, so the room “was 
looking at about anywhere from 
500 to 1,000 gallons of water” that 
was discharged, leaked into the 
hallway, and the floors below. 
     Mullican did not expect for 
her room to be harmed until she 

watched the firemen carry the hose 
from the truck to the fourth floor. 
“I remember still not really under-
standing what that could possibly 
mean for all of us,” said Mullican.
     Rooms 400 to 416, rooms on the 
third floor, and rooms on the sec-
ond floor were affected by the water 
that was expelled, which left most 
of those residents to find tempo-
rary housing. In an email sent out 
by Residence Life at 11:55 a.m. that 
morning, the department stated, “If 
you get to your room and realize 
that you need housing accommoda-
tions, please first reach out to your 
friends in other buildings to see if 
you can spend the night in their 
room, on their couch or possibly at 
home if you have family locally.”
     Residents that were unable to 
find housing on their own were 
prompted to alert Residence Life so 
they could help them find a tempo-
rary room. 
     Being resident of Petal, Mullican 
decided to drive home that day and 
has been there ever since because of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day and the 
snow days. “I’m pretty thankful for 
the extended break from school be-
cause I don’t really want to go back 
to that room with the way that it is 
right now,” Mullican said.
     Mykesia Gholar, a resident of the 
room next to the dorm where the 
fire originated, said that she consid-
ers herself “to have gotten the luck-
ier end of the stick” because she lost 
stuff “that can easily be replaced.”
     “For other girls it’s so much more 
severe, and they are having a hard 
time figuring out what to do with 
their MacBooks, their school books, 
their family heirlooms, and jewelry. 
It’s just hard for them,” said Gholar.
     She did not get assigned any-
where to temporarily live, so she 
moved to Latt-Webb with one of 
her friends. “The ice and the snow 
really put a halt on everything,” 
said Gholar. 
     An email she received told her 
that “the equipment would be out 
by Saturday,” but the baseboards still 
have to be replaced in the rooms. 
On the fourth and third floors, base-
boards are being replaced due to the 
water damage and equipment has 

been placed to rid the rooms of any 
remaining water.
     Gholar offered some advice 
for people who might be involved 
in future accidents like this one. 
“Expect the unexpected,” she said, 
“because when you come to MC, 
you never expect that this could 
happen. You expect to sleep safely 
in your dorm and to wake up with 
all of your stuff there.” 
     She said that patience, under-
standing, and prayer “can definite-
ly get you through because it is 
really hard.”
     “They weren’t there and that’s a 
blessing in all of this,” said Gholar. 
     In an email from Julie Kerr, the 
director of Residence Life, she stat-
ed, “Residence Life does encourage 
students to have renters insurance 
that can help with covering damages 
and such if needed.” Students sign a 
housing contract each year in order 
to complete their housing applica-

tion that includes the information 
about renter’s insurance.
     Warren said that the best way to 
prevent a fire like this from hap-
pening is to “follow the rules on 
what is permitted and what is not 
permitted” concerning items such 
as appliances that are not allowed in 
dorm rooms.
     “You’ve got to be careful with ex-
tension cords,” said Warren. It is im-
portant to be mindful of where the 
cords are laying and what is sitting 
on the cords that does not need to 
be. His best advice is “to completely 
unplug it if you are not there.”
     Warren and the rest of the 
officers would like to thank the 
residents for being cooperative 
throughout the morning that day. 
“I just want to compliment all the 
residents and students for how they 
cooperated, how well they took it, 
and how they are still taking it,” 
said Warren.
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Residents of New Womens West together getting breakfast after the accident.

Residents moving and cleaning in the aftermath.

BY Josh Carter 
ASSISTANT EDITOR
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There are two types of people in this world:
1. Those who FEEL like God is far away, not in 
reach, or doesn’t even exist.
2. Those who are in touch with the Holy Spirit.
 
1. To those who FEEL like God is a billion miles 
away and does not care about where they are or 
what they are doing:

Chapter two, verse 23 of Hosea gives us a promise 
to find hope in. God will have compassion on those 
who do not have compassion. He answers to No 
Mercy, by pouring out His mercy on the children of 
Israel. He says, “You are my people,” to the same 
group of individuals who said they were not His 
people. There is NO way you can escape His stead-
fast love. It covers the farthest soul. He wants you. 
He longs for you to return or come to Him for the 
first time. He wants Hosea 3:5 to become a reality 
in your life. He alone satisfies our searching hearts 
and souls.
 
2. To those who feel on fire for God:
 
We probably have New Year’s Resolutions/goals 
along the line of: love harder, serve more, give 
cheerfully, etc. Hosea 3:1 says, “Love…even as the 
LORD loves…” My challenge for us is to add the 
phrase, “even as the LORD” to the end of all our 
goals. This is changing our goals to something we 
cannot do on our own. We MUST rely on the Holy 
Spirit. This is how we change our campus. This is 
how we change our hometowns. This is how we 
change the world for the Kingdom of God. We must 
love even as the LORD. We must serve even as the 
LORD. We must give even as the LORD. We must 
speak even as the LORD. We must suffer even as 
the LORD. We must live even as the LORD. 
 
Hosea 2:23-Hosea 3:5 NASB
 
“I will sow her for Myself in the land. I will also 
have compassion on her who had not obtained com-
passion. And I will say to those who were not My 
people, ‘You are My people!’  And they will say, 
‘You are my God!’” Then the LORD said to me, 
“Go again, love a woman who is loved by her hus-
band, yet an adulteress, even as the LORD loves the 
sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and 

     A few students from Mississippi College enjoy the snow day from the end of last semester, Fall 
2017. “The biggest snowman in the history of Mississippi College snow days,” said Corey Rholdon, 
sports editor.
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love raisin cakes.” So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver 
and a homer and a half of barley. Then I said to her, “You shall stay with me 
for many days. You shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man; so I 
will also be toward you.” For the sons of Israel will remain for many days 
without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar and without ephod 
or household idols. Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek the 
LORD their God and David their king; and they will come trembling to the 
LORD and to His goodness in the last days.

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!
thebank by pizza shack
pizzashackpizza.com

601-708-1708

NOW OPEN!
BY Lacey Higgins 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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POPULATION

it is going to be bigger and better than ever. 
Another new event is Tea Time on the Quad, 
which will be a combination of a Tea Party and 
Tee Time (mini golf).”
     So why should someone be a part of CAB? 
“Because it’s fun!” Holden says without a mo-
ment’s hesitation and before the question can 
even fully be asked. “Why would you not want 
to do CAB? It’s a good source of community. 
For me, I wasn't doing a club and so it made 
sense. I have to be a part of something. I want 
to do something. I wanna get out of my pod 
every now and then.” The ‘pod’ in this case 
being both a literal dwelling place and a met-
aphorical entrapment. “[CAB] connects me to 
people I wouldn't ordinarily meet.”
      If Holden could create one event for CAB, 
no holds barred, he doesn't even blink before 
he has his answer. “You know the Kentucky 
Derby?” (Yes.) “Well you know roller-derbies, 
right?” (Correct.) “What if we join the two?” He 
says this with an air of casualness and confi-

dence that lends the listener to believe in this 
idea too. There would be two teams for this race 
and, “The best thing would be you would come 
up with your own name like ‘Equestriate' or 
something like ‘Rolling Thunder’. Whatever 
you wanted it to be!” The two teams would 
be, “In skates and doing a relay. And everyone 
is dressed up in pastels and big sun hats and 
they’re cheering on teams,” his voice becoming 
more animated as he describes, in detail, just 
the vision of this event. “And then you would 
skate around the track and everyone would 
be in the bleachers cheering you on, and the 
winner gets, like,” he thinks for a second. “A 
wreath… or something.” (Still a few details to 
sort out.)
     Lastly, Holden says being a part of CAB is, 
“Definitely something you won’t regret. It’s 
very fulfilling to put on a big event, serve the 
student body, but also get to work with a very 
close-knit team. There are a ton of things to do 
here and, if you have time, definitely do CAB.”

CAB cont. from pg 1
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     Each academic year, hundreds of freshmen 
move in to the residence halls with nervous 
smiles and truckloads of dorm necessities, but 
another group of people move in shortly after as 
well: transfers.
     Angie Hardin, the director of transfer re-
cruitment, says that her most rewarding experi-
ence working with transfers is helping them to 
have the smoothest transition as possible from a 
previous university to MC. 
     “They’ve already been to college somewhere, 
but even that transition is difficult because they 
have to learn another college all over again,” says 
Hardin. Being the “guiding source” for transfers 
is what Hardin finds to be one of the most im-
portant aspects of working with transfers.
     MC makes significant steps forward ev-
ery year when it comes to integrating transfer 
students into MC’s close-knit bubble. “MC is 
adding new programs and has added new pro-
grams, and I am getting feedback from current 
transfers about how good it is,” says Hardin.
     Events during Welcome Week and a new 
Blue and Gold 201 program have helped MC 
become more transfer-friendly. “A lot of univer-
sities are just not transfer friendly,” says Hardin.
     Ann Burnside, a senior, transferred from 
Holmes Community College as a junior in the 
Fall of 2016. “I heard that MC had a good psy-
chology program,” says Burnside.
     Burnside says that Admissions was great with 
her transition process, but the people she has 
met have been her favorite part. The hardest 
part for her was “coming in new but not really 

new,” since she had already attended Holmes.
     Christin King, a junior from Magee, trans-
ferred to MC from The University of Southern 
Mississippi in August of 2017. “I came to Super 
Summer here and became familiar with the 
campus,” says King.
     When transfers come to meet with Hardin 
about transferring here to MC, she sees a variety 
of emotions. “I see excitement from the ones 
who know that MC is it for them, but some 
of the harder ones I see are the ones who are 
frightful of the next step,” says Hardin. 
     “Coming in as a transfer is hard because you 
have to start all over with the relationships that 
you had at your previous college such as friend-
ships, getting to know your professors, and 
organizations,” says King. She is a kinesiology 
major and is involved in Laguna Social Tribe.
     Hardin says that her main goal for the transfer 
students is success. “To get them here, have a very 
positive experience at MC, graduate, and then be 
successful” is what Hardin loves to see the most. 
“All of the professors are really personable and 
just want to help you succeed,” says King.
     “It is so cool to see somebody come in here 
that when they first started college, they just 
bombed, but then they get to MC and they are 
ready,” says Hardin. Transfers graduate “with 
great GPAs, and they move on to do great things.”
     The Fall 2016 enrollment for transfers was 
315, and fall enrollment for 2017 was 351. 
“What I am seeing is that the average GPA for 
transfers has tremendously grown to over a 3.0,” 
says Hardin.
     GPA averages are not the only thing growing at 
MC. The community is growing richer and fuller 
with the help of each freshman class and the grow-
ing number of essential transfer students.

BY Joelle Youngblood
REPORTER

     “Come, lady, die to live.” 
      This is an important line from Much Ado 
About Nothing by William Shakespeare. This 
year, the Mississippi College Theater Depart-
ment will put on the production of this play 
under the direction of Dr. Phyllis W. Seawright.
     “If love is once lost, can it be found again? 
Shakespeare answers this and many other ques-
tions about fidelity, friendship, and folly in this 
romantic comedy,” said Seawright.
     The theater department always has a great 
turn out when it comes to auditions. Seawright 
mentioned there were so many wonderful per-
formers that showed up to audition. The cast is 
made up of new and returning students. 
     “Everybody is bringing so much energy, 
whether they’ve got a lot of stage experience 
or not. We are just clicking,” said Seawright. 
“Every role has a purpose and every actor helps 
to tell the story.”
     She noted that at the beginning, the audience 
will have a hard time trying to figure out who 
everyone is and what their relationship to each 
character is, so that is why every person, no 
matter what size the role is, will be important 
for the audience to understand what is going on.
     Actors will be on stage even if they do not 
have any lines. Seawright said that is one of the 
things that helps add to the realistic approach to 
the play.
     “I think that’s what Shakespeare did, any-
way -- some things he did for convenience and 
some things he did for realism as it was in his 
day,” Seawright said.
     The students are so talented that this year, 
the production is double casted. One of the 
many roles that was double-casted was the 
beloved Beatrice. Half of the performances of 
the part will be played by senior Gabrielle Hyde 
and the other half will be played by junior Kat 
Tate. 
     “I am sharing this role with one of my best 
friends, and so we are going through this to-
gether. I know once we get our lines down, it’s 
going to be a blast,” Tate said.
Tate also said that the cast feels like a family. 
She said within the first couple of rehearsals, 
the cast began to feel like a big family. “That’s 
how you know it’s going to be a good show,” 
Tate said.
     Junior Josia Jacobi is playing the role of 
Benedick, and he said he is very much looking 
forward to the show. 
     “The story itself basically doesn’t make any 
sense, but it’s going to be fun to make it work 
and make it funny. It is going to be great,” 
Jacobi says.
     The performance will be held in Swor Audi-
torium on Feb. 22 and 23 at 10 a.m. and 7p.m., 
Feb. 24 at 7 p.m. and the final performance on 
Feb. 25 at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $7 for students 
and $10 for adults. Groups of 20 or more can buy 
tickets for $4 each. If you take a photo with one 
of the cast or crew members you can receive a 
dollar off of your ticket by showing your photo 
at the door when you purchase a ticket. 
     For more information about tickets or the 
show, you can contact Phyllis W. Seawright at 
601.925.3453 or seawrigh@mc.edu .
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WORSHIP COLLECTIVE 
& DR. WILL BISHOP
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BY Carlie Prescott 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
     Worship Collective at Mississippi College is one of the main organi-
zations that holds the student body together. The worship team leads in 
chapel, at youth retreats, and various church events across campus and 
the community. Last semester, Worship Collective experienced a shift in 
administration with the addition of Will Bishop as the Assistant Professor 
of Worship Leadership. Last year, Worship Collective was one band con-
sisting of 15 students. This year, the team has 30 students total, divided 
into two different bands. 
     Bishop grew up in Memphis, Tenn., and throughout his life was 
involved in children's choir, youth choir, handbells, and a college praise 
band. Bishop received his bachelor’s degree in music from the Universi-
ty of Memphis, where he met his wife Jamie. He went on to receive his 
doctorate in Music from the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
in 2015. Will and Jamie now have three children, Caroline, Jackson, and 
Carter. Before coming to MC, Bishop was a worship leader at Mobberly 
Baptist Church in Longview, Texas, for seven years. 
     Bishop brings a different approach than what was used in the past. 
Rather than having two separate bands of newer members and older 
members, he fused them together and created two separate bands that 
contain both freshman and upperclassmen. This way, the more experi-
enced musicians can guide the less experienced ones, and the two groups 
both grow by performing with one another.
     The biggest challenge of leading college students, Bishop addresses, 
is balancing songs that are trending while still adding variety. He adds 
that it is also a challenge to incorporate songs with which students from 
all backgrounds can identify.
     The main purposes of Worship Collective, according to Bishop, are 
for the students to learn and grow musically as well as spiritually, lead 
other students, and be a light for the community. Bishop enjoys being 
able to minister to his students and be the mentor for them that he wished 
he had in college. He says it's cool to see how people from all different 

majors can come together and have a heart for worship and allow God to 
use them by producing music.
     Freshman singer and keyboard player, Madeleine Lawrence, says, 
“He’s not only good at teaching us about the musical aspect of worship, 
but he also sits us down before each class to discuss different articles and 
topics about worship and our daily Christian walks.” She explains that 
he pushes all of his students out of their comfort zones. One of his main 
goals is for his students to never be satisfied with their current abilities 
or relationship with God, because there is always more work to be done 
and improvements to be made, according to Lawrence. An important 
truth that Bishop wants his students to know is that “worship is continual 
submission and obedience to God.”
     While it is obvious that he has an impact on his students, Bishop says 
his students also have a major impact on him. “They keep me humble,” 
he says, referring to the wide range of talent held by his students. He 
explains that his students “keep him real” and encourage him to live out 
his day-to-day walk with Christ in a genuine way. He adds that they also 
they challenge him to learn more songs and styles of worship, and they 
question his methods to ensure that everyone gets the most they can out 
of worship.
     Bishop expresses that what he’s most excited for this semester is just 
being able to enjoy and explore leading worship. He acknowledges that 
last semester was for “laying the foundation,” and this semester, he and 
his students can have fun doing what they do best.

Dr. Will Bishop
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CHOCTAWS BASKETBALL
KEEPS ON KICKIN'
BY Josh Clark
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
     Everyone loves a good underdog story. In 
fact, some of the greatest stories in the history 
of sports involve an underdog. In these stories, 
a certain athlete or team overcome seemingly 
insurmountable odds in the face of doubt and 
uncertainty to pull off an incredible feat.
     The exciting yet potentially demeaning thing 
about being an underdog is that no one expects 
anything of you. Underdogs are typically writ-
ten off, aren’t projected to do anything impres-
sive, and are typically excluded from playoff 
talks prior to the beginning of the season. 
     Ever since Mississippi College joined the 
Gulf South Conference as full-time members 
of NCAA Division II athletics just before the 
2016-17 academic year, they have served as 
the underdog in a variety of situations. Maybe 
it’s the adjustment period that comes with the 

transition, or maybe it’s simply the fact that 
MC is up against an entirely new animal in the 
GSC. Whatever the case may be, the Choctaws 
have been forced to navigate a tough road over 
the past two seasons. One of those tough roads 
is on the basketball court, specifically for the 
men’s team. 
     In their first season as full-time members of 
the GSC last year, the Choctaw men’s basket-
ball team struggled to gain traction. Although 
they had a surplus of talent and had spent the 
past two years playing conference competition, 
something went terribly wrong. The Choctaws 
finished dead last in the GSC standings in 
2016-17 with a record of 7-19 overall and 4-18 
against conference opponents.
     “Even though we didn’t do well last year, I 
think we were better than our record indicated,” 
said head coach Don Lofton. The Choctaw basket-
ball team could not seem to string together any 
consistency and struggled to find the win column, 
even with a rather skilled and deep lineup.
     Last season’s struggles mixed with the Choc-

taws’ newness in the conference led to a lack 
of respect or expectations for the team coming 
into the 2017-18 season. In the preseason power 
rankings, the Choctaws were picked to finish 
12th out of the 14 GSC basketball teams. They 
were dismissed and ignored entirely and expect-
ed to do very little.
     But now that the 2017-18 basketball sea-
son is a little over two months in, one thing is 
clear: the Choctaws aren’t backing down.
     MC currently sits in a tie for ninth place in 
the GSC standings with a record of 7-8, in-
cluding a 4-6 mark in conference play. While 
that may not seem altogether impressive, the 
top eight teams make the GSC Tournament 
which takes place in early March. So, the 
Choctaws are still very much in the fight. And 
with a little over a month to go in the season, 
there is still a great opportunity for the Choc-
taws to do something big and make it to their 
first GSC Tournament.
     “We just took the negative and made it into 

see BASKETBALL top of next page



motivation,” said senior guard Antonio John-
son. “We’re trying to stay positive. We know 
people are doubting us, but we come together 
as one team, and we are going to keep fighting 
to the end.”
     The Choctaws have plenty of talent in their 
lineup this season, including returning guards 
Antonio Johnson and Otis Harvey. Both players 
have played in all 15 of MC’s games this sea-
son and are helping the Choctaws put together 
an exciting and encouraging run.
     “Coach has been telling us always that it’s 
a new year,” said Harvey. “The key to having 
success is believing in ourselves no matter what 
other people think, and we all believe in each 
other. That’s what coach has been preaching to 
us since day one, so we believe. We just have to 
get the job done.”
     The Choctaws have received significant help 
from some of their older talent this season. John-
son is leading the team in steals (18) and minutes 
(31.8 per game), while senior Stacey Mack leads 
the team in points (15.8 per game) and rebounds 
(7.5 per game). Their contributions, along with 
the depth of the Choctaw bench, have aided MC 
in getting to where they are now.
     But things aren’t getting easier. After win-
ning four games in a row during the Christmas 
break, MC has now lost three GSC games in a 

row. A large reason in this skid is the absence 
of Stacey Mack and Isaiah Austin from the 
lineup. Both players are ineligible to play for 
the rest of the season and will be sorely missed 
on the team.
     “That’s really tough,” said Harvey. “Our 
offense is based on our post players, and when 
we lose key pieces like that it makes it very dif-
ficult. We have to try and come up with a new 
game plan every night and see what works.”
     “We’re playing a different lineup now since 
we lost some guys, and some of the new guys 
are young and just haven’t gotten some areas 
worked out,” said Lofton. “It’s going to take 
us some time. Even though we’ve played a lot 
of games, we haven’t played a lot of games 
with this lineup. We don’t have the luxury of 
playing exhibition games to help get us ready. 
We’re right in the middle of the Gulf South 
Conference race, but we’re not going to make 
any excuses.”
     But even with their absences, the Choctaws 
are still finding ways to fight. Junior guard 
Donovan Ham has been an incredibly bright 
spot for MC in his first season in Clinton. He 
is averaging 14.6 points per game, including 
shooting 41.7 percent from the three-point line. 
He’s contributing in a variety of areas and is 
providing the MC basketball team with a nice 

balance of speed and skill.
     “He’s just been really good,” Lofton said of 
Ham. “He does a nice job on both ends of the 
floor. We’ve enjoyed having him. He has some 
size that we haven’t had on the perimeter and he 
brings that. Obviously when he’s going good, 
we’re a good team.”
     With just a little over a month left in the 
season, the Choctaws are in a corner and have 
to fight their way out. The team has 10 games 
remaining on their schedule, all of which are 
against GSC opponents. With MC being two 
wins out of both fifth place and last place in 
the standings, there is a great opportunity for 
the Choctaws to take advantage or fall behind, 
depending on how they play it.
     “We just have to stay together as a team and 
keep executing and defending well,” said Dono-
van Ham. “Defense is really the key. If we play 
great defense, I feel like we can beat about any 
team in the GSC. We just have to stay together, 
keep hitting shots, and keep focusing. We’ll 
make it to the playoffs doing that.”
     It’s fun being an underdog, but it’s even 
more fun when you capitalize on it. With the 
odds stacked against them, can MC go the dis-
tance and make it to the tournament? Whatever 
happens, it’s promising to be a fun ride to the 
finish. Buckle up.

BASKETBALL continued from pg 4
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COACH PROFILE
Paul Duke: Husband, Mentor, Women’s Basketball Coach

BY Kelsey DeVazier
EDITOR IN CHIEF

     He is a developer. He believes in each of 
his players, and constantly encourages them, 
preparing and growing them into women who 
are ready to face the real world. Most of all, he is 
passionate about the “great game of basketball.” 
This is just a short glimpse into the life of Coach 
Paul Duke, the head women’s basketball coach 
at Mississippi College.
     “My mother was an All-State basketball play-
er,” said Duke. “My twin sister was a girly girl; 
she wasn’t really an athlete. My mother really 
introduced me to the great game of basketball.” 
Originally from Columbus, Miss., Duke grew 
up playing basketball at the YMCA after school 
with his friends. “That was a very safe place. It 
taught us great Christian values,” said Duke, 
with a gleam in his eye, “And that was the place 
that taught us how to play basketball.”
     For Duke, the best thing about being a 
coach is developing his players. “Making 
them better and giving them confidence to 
get better. I really enjoy working with the 
players and making them better with their 
skill work,” he said. 
     Skill work is one of the techniques that 
Duke focuses on individually with each player. 
“Basketball is a fundamental sport, so we work 
on their fundamentals to make them better 
with their skill set.” Duke said that each posi-
tion requires a particular skill set. “The point 
guard position requires dribbling, passing, and 
shooting, so we teach them to dribble, pass, and 
shoot. We’re always in player development.”
     Duke stresses that passion is important, not 
just in basketball, but in everything you do. “As 
a player, you’ve got to absolutely love the great 
game of basketball,” said Duke. “You’ve got to 
have that love and passion for it. And time is 
the key to everything.”
     “What I do for a living, I don’t call it work,” 
Duke said with a smile. “I enjoy it so much! Ev-
ery day I drive up 200 South Capitol and smile 
because I come to this golden dome. This is a 
great place to work. I’ve been very fortunate and 
very blessed to be here for such a long time. MC 
is a great college.”
     In contrast, the hardest thing about being 
a coach for Duke is “getting people to give an 
overall effort in everything they do.” He also 
said that the teamwork can be difficult too. 
“You’ve got to accept your role on the team. Ev-
erybody’s got a skill that they’re really good at. 
Not everyone can be a good shooter, and some 
people can’t rebound,” he said.

     As a coach, Duke works hard to see that his 
players go on to be “productive and successful 
citizens.” To Duke, it’s not just winning and 
losing games. “It’s teaching the girls the right 
values and have them leave Mississippi College 
and become successful people in the real world. 
That’s what I look forward to.”
     The most important thing about coaching 
is to take it one day at a time. “Each day is a 
different day, and sometimes people make 
mistakes. And you try to be patient and devel-
op these players,” said Duke. “It’s a challenge 
when you work with people. And you’ve got to 
be forgiving.”
     Emery Wilson is a sophomore on the team. 
“Coach Duke has been a very new and different 
experience,” she said. “You always learn some-

thing new from him.” 
     Wilson has been playing basketball for 
approximately eight years. Even with her years 
of experience, she said that she has learned 
new skills from Duke. “He always reminds us 
to always be a student first. He teaches us to be 
modest, respectful young ladies,” she said, “He 
teaches us about life outside of basketball too.”
     While Duke wishes the team would’ve had 
better luck this season, he recognizes that de-
veloping the program into DII doesn’t happen 
overnight. “We’re better than we were when we 
first started, so it’s a process we’re in,” said Duke. 
“It’s been really tough. We’ve been knocked 
down, but we’ve gotten back up. When you get 
knocked down, what do you do? You jump right 
back up. And we will be better as we go.”

Coach Duke practicing with Emery Wilson.
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PLAYER PROFILE
DONOVAN HAM

BY Corey Rholdon
NEWS EDITOR
     The Mississippi College Men’s Basket-
ball Team has gotten out to its best start since 
rejoining the GSC in 2014. A big reason for 
that is junior transfer Donovan Ham, who came 
from Georgia Highlands College. Before that, 
Ham played at Texas Tech. Ham averages 14.6 
points per game, 5.9 rebounds, and 3 assists for 
the Choctaws this season. 
     Coach Lofton believes that Ham’s size, 
athleticism and basketball IQ make him stand 
out. “The biggest thing that he brings that 
we haven’t had here is size. He has got some 
length and is a good athlete. He can do a lot of 
things. He is a good ball handler, and he really 
gets into the lane and sets up our other players. 
We haven’t had that in the past and I think that 

is the biggest difference in our team this year 
compared to past years,” Lofton says.
     Ham has great basketball pedigree in his 
family. Donovan’s father Darvin Ham played 
eight seasons in the NBA, won a champion-
ship with the Detroit Pistons, and is currently 
an assistant for the Atlanta Hawks. Donovan’s 
older brother, Darvin Jr., played at Northwest 
University, and his younger brother is current-
ly playing high school basketball.
     Lofton knows Donovan is going to play 
well each and every night because that is how 
he was raised. “His dad was an NBA player 
and is an NBA coach, so he gets that from 
his genes. What we have to do is play better 
around him, because I know he is going to 
play well for us,” Lofton says.
     A big perk about having an NBA father is 
that you are always around NBA players. Ham 
notices a major difference in the mindset of 
NBA players. “NBA players have a different 
mindset. They are definitely more mature, and 
they just get it. It is a different type of mind-
set that they have. The players understand the 
game, the spots, how they need to score, and 
the execution and preparation.  The game is 
totally different from college,” Ham said.
     “The role is the biggest thing. If you are a 
shooter you have to prepare before the game 
and get your shots up, or if you are a defend-
er you have to come out with the intensity to 
defend. I always think about what I need to do 
before the game, and how I can execute and 
help the team win,” said Ham.
     Ham’s teammate Junior Davy Fisher sees 
that focus and preparation in Donovan. “Don-
ovan is an all-around good guy. He works 
harder than a lot of our players. He is not 
very outspoken, but you know he is taking it 
seriously and he wants the best for the team,” 
said Fisher.
     “What I respect about him the most is how 
seriously he takes his practice outside of our 
team practice. The best thing I think Donovan 
does is take game shots at game speed. He 
does that over and over again,” Fisher said.
     The biggest thing that Ham got out of being 
around NBA players and watching his dad play 
was that he got to fully understand the game 

of basketball. “Growing up I always used to 
watch him play, and seeing him coach has defi-
nitely given me a lot of wisdom in basketball. 
My basketball IQ -- I am always seeing things 
before others do, and I see things that others 
don’t. I just understand the game both in offen-
sive sets and defensive sets,” Ham said.
     With several key players out for the rest of 
the season for the Choctaws, the team is going 
to need Ham to have the mamba mentality 
more than ever. “He is frustrated right now 
that our team lost some of our size and that has 
hurt us. He is trying to do a lot to try to carry 
us. He has to and we need him to. For us to 
have a chance to win, we have to have great 
production from him, and he has to score the 
basketball. He also guards the opposing team’s 
best player, and he does a great job at that,” 
said Lofton.
     At the beginning of the season Ham did 
not see himself as a leader on the team, but as 
the season has progressed and Ham has got-
ten more comfortable at Mississippi College, 
he has become one of the leaders of the team. 
“At first I really did not see myself as a leader 
because we had three seniors, but as of now I 
see myself as a leader because people follow 
what you do, and always look at your body 
language. If you have a positive body lan-
guage, then you could uplift your teammates 
and everyone is going to play just as good as 
you” said Ham.
     Ham wants to play professionally when he 
has done his career at Mississippi College, but 
as of right now, he just wants to win. “I just 
want to win, and play as good as possible and 
help the team win. After that, if I am success-
ful, hopefully I can play professionally, but as 
of right now, I am just focused on this season,” 
said Ham.
     Ham says his family is what continues to 
push him forward. “My family is my motiva-
tion. I feel like I just have to be successful. My 
dad was successful; my older brother was suc-
cessful; and my little brother is successful, too. 
So we have a successful family,” Ham said.
     The Choctaws will play rival Delta State 
on Saturday, Jan. 27. Come out to support our 
Choctaws!
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Track Teams 
Prepare for 

Samford 
Invitational

BY Madison Brown
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     Coming off of a seven week break, 
the men and women’s track teams will 
compete in the Samford Invitational in 
Birmingham, Ala., this weekend. The 
last team event was held in early Decem-
ber, so both teams spent their first week 
of practices to get back into a routine. 
Sophomore Luke Govero and Senior 
Kiana Grant are two key members of the 
Choctaw teams. Govero competes in the 
multi-event, while Grant specializes in 
long jump, triple jump, and long sprints. 
     Both the men and women’s teams 
train and condition together, but prac-
tices are divided by event. Jumpers from 
both teams will have run-through prac-
tices where the athletes focus on techni-
cal details such as take off, landing, and 
form. The runners then meet up to train 
together for their specific events. 
     Grant explained that each member 
was sent a workout to follow over the 

break in order to keep up an active rou-
tine. She said, “It’s difficult to come back 
after a break, but there’s nothing like 
practicing with a coach and your team. 
When you’re alone it’s kind of hard to 
motivate yourself.” 
     Govero competes in the decathlon 
which consists of events like the 100 me-
ter dash, 400 meter dash, hurdles, pole 
vaulting, discus, and other field events. 
He says he doesn’t have a favorite, but 
“discus and javelin are really fun, and 
I’ve grown to like the pole vault.” Most 
of his time is spent practicing alone, but 
he enjoys getting to spend time with his 
teammates at group practices and on 
road trips to each meet. 
     Grant says that as meets get closer, 
their practices get lighter and more tech-
nical. She enjoys forming relationships 
with her teammates as well. As a se-
nior, she finds ways to connect with the 

younger members on the team. “I see 
myself as a motivator and a friend.” 
     Preparation for each meet looks the 
same for Govero and Grant: lots of men-
tal preparation. For Govero, each event 
in the decathlon is one after another so 
he tries to “not get too focused on each 
event but be prepared for the event as a 
whole.” Grant goes through a really long 
warm up on meet days but says “mental 
preparation is key.” Listening to music is 
her go-to option for staying focused. 
     Both Govero and Grant have goals 
they want to achieve going into the rest 
of the spring season. Grant is still recov-
ering from a summer surgery but hopes 
to have a great last season. Her goal is to 
improve on her current marks and de-
fend her position on the team.  Govero 
said he wants to continue to do his best 
this season and “qualify for nationals, 
both indoor and outdoor.”
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Women’s Basketball: Mid-Season Summary
BY Sadie Wise 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
     Mississippi College’s women’s basketball team is coached by Paul 
Duke, who is on his 23rd season as the leader for the Lady Choctaws. 
During his past 22 seasons as head coach for the Choctaws, Duke has 
been very successful, accumulating a record of 356-204. 
    The team, which is made up of mostly younger players, has faced 
some adversity this season due to injuries. Because of this, Duke has had 
to use multiple, varying lineups since the season started back in October. 
     Things finally seem to be looking up for the Choctaws, though. 
     On Monday, Jan. 15, MC’s women’s basketball team geared up for 
their holiday match up against the Montevallo Falcons in Mississippi 
College’s Golden Dome. The Choctaws went into the game with a record 
of 5-10, with hopes of clinching their second conference win of the sea-
son, and that’s exactly what they did. 
     Key player Kelley Allen led the Choctaws with 21 points in the game, 
freshman Lauran Sheriff was close behind Allen with 16 points, and Ie-
isha Lacey contributed 15 points to the win. The Lady Choctaws main-
tained a lead throughout the game and extended it to a 15-point lead to 
seal the deal in the closing minutes at A.E. Wood Coliseum. 
     “Our girls are starting to get used to each other,” Duke said after 
coaching the team to their second GSC victory this season. “We’ve 
played a lot better offensively and defensively.” 
     He said his No. 1 goal for the team right now is getting each player 
back from the plague of sickness and injuries that has affected the team 
this season. Injuries to key players like Kelley Allen have forced some 
other ladies to step up. 
     Duke says one of those players is Kaitlyn Thompson, who is a soph-
omore forward from Cleveland, Miss. She had eight points last Monday 
against the Falcons from Montevallo. She said the team had time to hang 
out before the game so they were very focused and ready. “That’s always 
been my favorite part of basketball: my teammates,” Thompson said. 
When asked how the victory against the Falcons has helped the team, 
Thompson said, “I think we have some momentum now.” 
     As for the injuries the Choctaws have had to deal with this season, 
Thompson admitted that it’s tough, but it’s just a part of sports. Duke also 

mentioned Hannah Shafer as a leader for the Lady Choctaws, after her 
return from being out since the second week of October. 
     With 11 games left in GSC play, Duke hopes to have everyone back 
and healthy for the remainder of the season. “I hope with everybody back 
that we play hard, and we can win any of these games if we stick together 
and get a little bit better each day.”

OPINIONS
Passing the Final Test… 
A First Kiss Story
BY Anais Eliseeva
PHOTOGRAPHER
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     A few weeks away from my 13th birthday, I was holding hands with 
a teenager wannabe, whose sweaty hands were making me wonder 
whether I make poor life choices. I was waiting tensely for what was 
about to happen.
     It was getting dark and he walked me back to my dorm. By that 
night, we both had already spent two weeks in the summer camp and, 
finally, got together. I said “finally,” because I was exhausted of being 
bipolar by sending him romantic eye signals and playing hard to get at 
the same time. In fact, I used to be much more self-confident and bold 
at the age of 12 than I am right now.
     So, I thought I was more than ready for my first kiss to happen. We 
were about to reach the dorm entrance, while I could feel the tension 
growing with every other step. I tried to convince myself that there 
was no way back. “Here it is, it is happening,” I nervously thought to 
myself.
     Just so you know, I had already thoroughly studied plenty of articles 
on the Internet teaching the skills of kissing. I used to print them off, sit 
in front of the mirror, and practice. Believe me, I had mastered the art 
of kissing. I literally knew even those things you would never ponder, 
starting from a talk before a kiss and ending with how much saliva 
would be enough.
      However, when the day arrived, I suddenly started getting freaked 
out. Since the morning, I could feel my first kiss coming. I ran to brush 
my teeth every time I ate something and looked in the mirror a thou-
sand times to check my makeup. I wanted to be fully armed for the 
historical moment, which could happen at any point of the day. Even 
though I could easily pass a test on the theory of kissing, I was not 
ready for the practical section of it.
      He suddenly stopped and looked into my eyes. In a split second, my 
whole life flashed before my eyes. I frantically started to recall all kiss-
ing tips that I learned. What happened next is still the most delightfully 
absurd story that ever happened to me. The second our lips touched, it 
all went down. I had a heart attack, literally.
     My cardiac arrhythmia has haunted me for several years now. My 
pulse instantly jumped from 80 to 220 beats per minute. “Of course, 
what else could happen to me,” I thought to myself.
     I spent the last night at the summer camp’s emergency room, ac-
companied by my loneliness and mortification. I lay silently in bed 
while sending all those months of preparation to waste. Despite the 
unfortunate ending, the only thought that soothed me was, “I passed the 
final test.”

What on Earth is “Talking?”: 
MC Relationships in a Nutshell
BY Tyler Chambliss
OPINIONS EDITOR
     Ring by Spring? We’re just “talking?” He’s “pursuing me?” These 
are just some of the key phrases you will hear when students at Missis-
sippi College talk about relationships. The dating scene at MC is other-
worldly compared to the way things work outside the “bubble.” There’s 
even an authentic vocabulary, or lingo, here at MC to go along with the 
dating culture.

     When I first got to Mississippi College, I’ll admit, the idea of college 
dating was new and exciting, something that I’d looked forward to in my 
younger years. I imagined personal invitations from dapper gentlemen 
to fun dates where we would go dancing and dress to the nines and all 
intentions would be crystal clear. That, my friends, does not seem to be a 
thing here. Just to make things clear - I didn’t come to Mississippi Col-
lege to get my M.R.S. Degree - the degree sought out by young women 
who pay for an education but are simply husband hunting. However, it is 
a pretty normal idea that one might meet their spouse in his or her college 
years, so you can’t blame me, right? Let’s walk through what a typical 
MC relationship might look like.
     Our hypothetical friends, Sally and Joe, are freshmen here at Missis-

see NUTSHELL top of next page
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sippi College. Sally notices Joe right off the bat- he’s so cute, he rushed 
a club, and he seriously loves the Lord- like, he even raises his hands 
during chapel worship! What a dream. Joe sees Sally during rush and 
thinks she’s pretty cute too, so of course he invites her to the first date 
party his club holds. They have an awesome time and even exchange 
snapchat usernames. 
     Fast forward a few months, Joe and Sally have a ninety-day snapchat 
streak and they hang out on the Lovers’ Swings like twice a week. They 
don’t know what to call whatever they are yet, so they call it “talking,” a 
term used when two people are getting to know each other and going on 
dates. However, they are exclusive. You won’t see Sally taking a boy to a 
date party that’s not Joe! 
     Finally, five months in to Sally and Joe’s exclusive friendship, Joe 
asks Sally if she wants to “hang out” with him. (That’s an invitation for 
an actual date, but it’s out of the norm to use the word “date” around 
here.) Sally gets dolled up, Joe takes her to Babalu, tells her he likes her 
and asks if he can pursue her (I thought he was already pursuing her for 
the last five months, but it’s not real until someone says it out loud, peo-
ple!) Sally is thrilled and cannot wait to tell her thirty best girlfriends!

     By sophomore year, Sally and Joe are official. They go steady all the 
way through Christmas Break of junior year, when Joe gets down on one 
knee and asks Sally to “do life with him” forever. She says “Yes!” then 
makes the “He asked. I said yes!” Instagram post to let the world know 
that she had gotten her ring by Spring! They get married the summer 
after graduation, and the two MC lovebirds live happily ever after! 
     This example is funny and maybe even a little bit sarcastic, but it 
rings true in a lot of ways. Gone are the days of personal introductions, 
an exchanging of phone numbers, and a phone-called invitation to a date.
     Gone are the days of calling going on dates, “dating.” We live in an 
age of communication through snapchat, putting special emphasis on a 
relationship as told through the length of our “streaks.” Dates are no lon-
ger called dates- it’s just “hanging out.” No one ever says they’re exclu-
sive, but it’s a known fact- if the couple drives the Trace together once or 
twice a week, they’re a “thing.” Don’t mess with that. And the timeline is 
specific- hang out, become official, engagement, marriage- in that order 
and by senior year.
     A remnant of people who “miss the way it used to be” (were we even 
alive for that?) still resides at Mississippi College. Girls and guys alike, 
who hopelessly romanticize the day they meet their “person,” and who 
genuinely hope snapchat is uninvolved. I’ll always be one of these. Will 
the dating world be kind to this old-school perspective? We’ll just have 
to see.

NUTSHELL cont. from pg 7

When Students Teach The Teachers
BY Joshua Dilmore
A&E EDITOR

Im
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where students could search prospective teachers 
and read other students’ reviews of them? Oh 
wait, that place does exist, and it’s called RateMy-
Professors.com. According to its website, RMP 
is “the largest online destination for professor rat-
ings. Users have added more than 19 million rat-
ings, 1.7 million professors and over 7,500 schools 
to RateMyProfessors.com.” More than 4 million 
college students actively use the website. To answer 
your next question: Yes, Mississippi College and 
many of its professors are on the site, too.
     Throughout my college career, I have referred 
to RMP to look up any potential professor. I even 
signed up for an account my sophomore year in 
college and began reviewing professors of my 
own. Like a Christian and his Bible, a college stu-
dent should never veer far from RMP. I think it is 
an important tool not only for the college student 
but also the college professors, and here’s why.
     Professors rarely gain feedback from their 
students. Sure, we’ve all had to fill out surveys 
at the end of a course, asking whether or not we 
learned and yada-yada. How many of you actually 
take the time to fill those forms out? Usually the 
professor doesn’t have enough time to give the 
directions before students are already placing their 
completed forms on the front desk. So why would 
a site with reviews by students be any different 
than the in-class surveys you receive?
     Students who have reviewed professors and 
even colleges on RMP have taken the time to sign 
on and create an account. The actual reviews have 
guidelines that everyone has to follow (be honest, 
limit comments to a professor’s “professional 
abilities,” bashing professors is not allowed, etc.). 
All reviews are submitted for review before being 
posted to the actual site. 
     So, see, this site isn’t the 4chan of the academ-
ic world. It is a reputable site that has garnered 
numerous awards. Besides students knowing what 
to expect from prospective professors, instructors 
could learn a thing or two as well from RMP.

     Professors hold an authoritative position that 
intimidates many students. Much like those in-
class surveys, students aren’t always willing to 
give constructive criticism. Fortunately, many do 
on RMP. If all the professors at MC would take 
the time to visit the website, they might learn what 
works and what doesn’t work within their class-
rooms. Naturally some reviews get published that 
aren’t as helpful, like “I didn’t like this class” or “I 
didn’t like the teacher,” with little to offer. How-
ever, many students, like myself, take the time to 
write meaningful reviews for future students.
     What does MC’s RMP page look like? Top-rat-
ed professors at MC include Dr. Steven Price, Dr. 
Ivan Parke, and Dr. Melinda Gann. MC’s overall 
quality rating is a 3.7, its highest rating in “Repu-
tation” at a 4.3. Other teachers may not stack up as 
well, just like some areas of the school might not 
stack up as well against other universities. (Again, 
these are opinions of students of the school.) What 
can professors at MC and the university do to try 
and achieve that 5.0 rating?
     First and foremost, read students’ reviews. See 
what’s working and what’s not. Maybe you assign 

too many reading assignments or those Power-
Points you show during class bore your students 
to tears. Maybe your students love the groupwork 
you assign during class and want more opportuni-
ties to work with their peers. Maybe those times 
you devote to helping students after class mean 
more than you know to struggling students. The 
criticism is there on RMP; it’s up to you to seek it.
     The greatest teachers, from kindergarten all the 
way through my senior year of college, have been 
those teachers who genuinely cared about their stu-
dents. Students know when a teacher is in it for the 
love of teaching versus the love of that paycheck.
     MC can also learn from RMP what students 
love about the school, what students dislike about 
it, and even what students want more of. Just like 
a professor who’s in it for the paycheck, a student 
knows when a university is in it for the tuition. 
That’s not to say that MC is, but students’ happiness 
should be first and foremost. I want to see that 3.7 
on RMP raise to a 4.7 or even a 5.0! The possibility 
for growth exists, if everyone takes the time to see 
what students are saying, feeling, and wanting from 
both their professors and their university.

Congress is More Important than You Think
BY Austin LaBrot 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

     Quick! Name who represents you in Con-
gress. Yes, your Representative AND Sena-
tors. I bet you cannot list either one. Why, you 
do not care. You probably cannot name your 
mayor, governor, or even the district you reside 
in. Tell me how many electoral votes your state 
has and I will argue on your behalf to the Reg-
istrar’s Office that you should automatically 
pass American National Government. 
     Back to Congress: consisting of 535 mem-
bers (435 in the House and 100 in the Senate), 
Congress has many duties like taxing its cit-
izens, amending the Constitution, declaring 
war on foreign nations, creating laws, among 
many others that you should know. Congress 
arguably has more power than the President 

when it comes to policies concerning the Amer-
ican people. Yes, the President has Executive 
Orders—you got me! Congress has the power to 
make laws (shocker!). 
     Let’s say that Congress wants to pass a law 
stating that all American citizens must own 
dogs. The bill gets passed in both the House 
and Senate and is passed along to the President. 
The President, who happens to hate dogs, vetoes 
the bill. Oh no, the bill is dead. Well, actually, 
the dog-loving Congress can override the Pres-
ident’s veto. All they need is 2/3 of the House 
(288 members) and Senate (67 members) to vote 
“yes” on the bill. Once the bill is passed with 355 
votes, it officially becomes a law and all Ameri-
cans must own a dog. In this case, Congress has 
more power than the President. I made this sound 
way easier than it really is; try getting 355 people 
to agree on the same thing. 
     Remember that your District Representative 
is the closest person to represent you in Wash-
ington D.C. Bennie Thompson represents Clin-
ton, Miss., and Mississippi’s 2nd Congressional 

District. Your Representative votes the way you 
want. If not, you will not vote for them again, 
in theory. You do not want to own a dog, so you 
elect a Rep that does not want you to own a dog. 
Senators represent the state. If a majority of the 
state wants to not own a dog, then the Senators 
will vote in Washington to not own a dog. The 
President represents the country, not you. 
     Therefore, Congress is more important than 
you think. Congress passes laws, not the Presi-
dent. If the President vetoes a law, Congress can 
override him/her. Your Congressmen/women 
represents you in Washington. Your vote for 
Congress is perhaps the most effective way you 
can make a change and have your voice heard. 
     You need to hold your Congressmen/wom-
en accountable. Congress has many who have 
served many terms; Mississippi Senator Thad 
Cochran has been serving for 40 years (voted 
into office December 27, 1978). The only way 
to change laws is to change Congressmen/wom-
en. Follow your Congress more closely and 
have real change happen. 
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WOULD YOU SURVIVE IF 
ZOMBIES INVADED 
MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE?

QUIZ
BY Kelsey DeVazier
EDITOR IN CHIEF

You find out zombies 

are invading MC! 

What do you do?

1
One person can help you fight the zombies. Who do you choose?

2

You can only pick one to 

defeat the zombies. 

What do you choose?

3
You’re hiding out in the 
Caf when the zombies 

find you. What do you do?

4

Let’s say you successfully 

defeat the zombies. 

How do you celebrate?

5

A. PROTECT LEE ROYCE AT ALL COSTS
B. Hide under my bed in my dorm room…
C. RUN AWAY
D. Fight back! No zombies can take over MY school!

A. An MC security guard
B. An admissions counselor
C. Lee Royce
D. Someone from CAB

A. A campus cat
B. The entire club of Shawreth
C. THE KUGEL
D. A parking ticket

A. Offer a peace offering of fried chicken
B. Escape to the quad
C. Plead with them. It’s Ring by Spring season,     
     y’all! He might propose! 
D. You let them get you because you don’t want 
     to take that test at 1:30…

A. Pick up the next issue of the Collegian!
B. With a late night Cram Jam
C. NAP 
D. Studying for your upcoming test

Find out your 
results on the 

back page!
KEY:
1. a = 3, b = 1, c = 2, d = 4
2. a = 1, b = 3, c = 4, d = 2
3. a = 2, b = 4, c = 3, d = 1
4. a = 3, b = 4, c = 2, d = 1
5. a = 4, b = 2, c = 3, d = 1



     “Mother!” is a film starring Jennifer Lawrence and Javier Bardem. 
Of those two things, I am 100 percent confident and that is where my 
certainty ends with this film. This movie is just coo-coo bananas. I 
have thought more about this movie than I have the theory of Kylie 
Jenner being Kim’s surrogate and that is saying a lot. I had heard from 
others that you will either love the movie or hate it, but after watching, 
I don’t think that’s the case. The acting is strong, the camerawork is 
good, there is a cute baby for a period of time—nothing is blatantly 
wrong with this film. The way in which you interpret it, on the oth-
er hand, is where the 50 percent audience score on Rotten Tomatoes 
comes into play.
     I look at this movie in the same way I would look at, say, the Mona 
Lisa. I do not love the Mona Lisa; I also do not hate the Mona Lisa. 
Sure, I do have feelings and opinions about this piece of art, but I 
would not give it a “thumbs-up” or a “thumbs-down.” That is why this 
movie is so hard to review for me. There is nothing obviously wrong 
with it. But much like the remark your mother just made about your 
weight, the devil is in the details. 
     The movie starts out simple enough. Lawrence and Bardem live in 
a house, which Lawrence is slowly remodeling, while her husband, 
Bardem, is an ailing poet working on his next great work. All is well. 
Then a man, Ed Harris, comes knocking on their door. This is odd 
since they live in the middle of nowhere. Lawrence has a weird feel-
ing about this guy, but Bardem offers him to stay the night anyway. 
Next thing you know, his wife, Michelle Pfeiffer (who is 59 but can 
still get it), comes to this house as well. Bardem is very much “The 
more the merrier!” while Lawrence’s main emotion seems to be “???”
     After a while, Lawrence discovers that this man and his wife are 
actually fans of Bardem’s poetry, which is why they have made the 
trek to his home. This doesn't seem to concern Bardem who actually 
takes their company as a compliment. That is until Pfeiffer and Har-
ris’s two adult children barge into the home unannounced wanting to 
discuss why one of them is in the father’s will while the other is ab-
sent. This turns into an all-out brawl, ending with one son killing the 
other. After this, the movie starts drifting into crazy-ville. 
     Bardem, Pfeiffer and Harris leave the home, taking the dead son 
to the hospital. After a few hours pass, visitors start showing up to 
Lawrence’s home with pots of food because, surprise, a memorial 
service is being held in the dead son’s honor. People start barreling 
into the house and promptly commence destroying it. Lawrence is 
constantly asking people not to sit on her counter, which soon breaks, 
asking people to stop painting her walls, and soon has a minor mental 
break down, which is completely acceptable! These people are insane! 
Because of this breakdown, the house begrudgingly empties, leaving 
Lawrence and Bardem alone at last.
     While alone for several months, Bardem finishes his work of po-
etry, which he has been working on throughout the movie, and Law-
rence becomes pregnant. Because of the critical success of Bardem’s 
work, fans soon begin flocking to his home again, only now it is 
C-R-A-Z-Y. It starts off as a minor skirmish for Bardem’s signature, 
which turns into a riot, which turns into an all-out war. People are 
running around, bombs are exploding, Kristen Wiig (Yes! Kristen 
Wiig!) is executing people and not in the funny way. In the stress of 
all of this, Lawrence and Bardem find solace in his hidden study, and 
she has the baby. 
     Peace is restored for several days until Bardem, in opposition to 
Lawrence’s wishes, opens the study door, and Lawrence’s baby is 
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swiftly taken from her by the fans of Bardem. The admirers, being 
so enamored by the child, accidentally kill it. Oh no! Then promptly 
eat it. OH NO!! At this point, both Lawrence, and anyone watching 
this film, just want this to be over. In a fit of agonized rage, she races 
down to the cellar where she then releases the houses supply of gaso-
line, lights a match, and burns the mother (a pun!) down. 
     “Mother!” is not a film for the faint of heart. If you are a fan of 
Nicholas Sparks, or any movie featuring Katherine Heigl, you aren't 
gonna like this movie. Where the bulk of the divide among audience 
reception lies is in the meaning behind “Mother!”. You see, the film 
is a Biblical allegory. Bardem represents God, Lawrence represents 
planet Earth, and the fans of Bardem represent humanity. All Law-
rence wants is love from Bardem, while what Bardem desires is love 
from his fans. The baby represents Jesus, the fans killing him and 
then eating him represent his crucifixion and communion. “Take it; 
this is my body.” Do you see why people have strong feelings about 
this movie?
     Pfeiffer and Harris are Adam and Eve and their children Cain and 
Abel. The destruction and modification of the house represent man’s 
destruction of planet Earth and subsequently trying to make Earth bet-
ter. The end where Lawrence detonates the house indicates that Earth 
will one day simply explode because it just cannot take it anymore.
     I implore everyone to witness this piece of work and to form their 
own conclusions. It will have you fighting with your friends for years 
to come, which is the sign of a good movie, right? Wrong? Your 
choice. You may hate it, you may love it, but at least it made you 
think… which is what no Adam Sandler movie can ever say.

Im
age Source: Param

ount

Who Produced The 
Best Album of 2017?

BY Joelle Youngblood
REPORTER
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     Last year was an exciting year for music 
as many different artists produced albums that 
became instant favorites among fans.
     In a poll conducted on Twitter with over 
200 votes, four artists battled it out to see who 
would gain the highest percentage. The artists 

included were: Taylor Swift, Ed Sheeran, Sam 
Smith, and LANY. All four of these artists pro-
duced hit albums last year that had fans jam-
ming to every song.
     Was this poll easy for people to answer? 
Definitely not, according to Twitter user Hail-
ee Lowe, who tweeted, “Wait this is too hard 
to answer.” 
     LANY, a band formed in Nashville in 2014, 
took fourth place in the poll with 15 per-
cent popularity. The trio produced the album 
“LANY” and went on tour performing in over 
135 shows that were located in 28 countries. 
     “I’ve listened to them for several years 
now, and they’ve really stayed true to their 
sound and style,” said junior Sam Lee. Lee 
also commented on the poll, saying, “Y’all 
better choose wisely.” Caroline Burton said 
that the songs “make you feel what they feel 
whether it’s heartbreak or happiness.” Burton 
also commended the band for “putting their all 
in their music.”
     Coming in at 16 percent was Sam Smith 
with his album “The Thrill of It All.” The album 
was released on Nov. 3, and it was instantly a 
fan favorite. 
     “His music moves me,” said Tara Walls, a 
junior psychology major. Walls said that she 
loves all of his music, but “it was better than the 
first one, and it seemed more personal.” Smith 
collaborated with Yebba, singer Abbey Smith, 
on the song “No Peace.”

     In second place with 21 percent was singer 
and songwriter Taylor Swift. On Nov. 10, Swift 
released her highly anticipated album called 
“Reputation,” which sent fans into overdrive. 
According to Billboard, the album sold 1.2 mil-
lion copies in the first week.
     Tiffany Patt, a lover of all things Taylor 
Swift, said that she has been a fan of Swift’s 
music since she was just nine years old. 
“She’s evolved from a country genre to a pop 
genre, and she has increased her fan base,” 
said Patt.
     She will be attending one of Swift’s concerts 
for the new album in September at the Mer-
cedes-Benz Superdome in New Orleans. “I am 
pumped to be able to see her perform her new 
songs live,” said Patt.
     The artist drawing in the most votes was Ed 
Sheeran with 48 percent. Sheeran released his 
album “Divide” on Mar. 3, and it instantly flew 
to the top of the Billboard Hot 100 chart where 
it stayed for seven weeks.
     “The album has a huge variety of messages 
and many different musical elements so that 
every song was unique,” said Natalie Patchin. 
She said that Sheeran produced an album that 
“was so versatile,” which made it, for her, his 
best album by far.
     All four artists produced top-selling albums 
in 2017, but will artists in 2018 top them? 
Tweet us your most anticipated albums being 
released in 2018 @MC_Collegian.



Admissions Counselor by Day, Lumiere by Night

     “You can do it, master,” is the line that most 
resonated with Andrew Fehrenbacher, the actor 
who played Lumiere in New Stage Theatre’s 
“Beauty and the Beast.” Fehrenbacher said the 
most energy was placed into the moment just 
before Belle and the Beast, Prince Adam, have 
their classic dance in the ballroom. The Beast was 
anxious about his romantic dinner with Belle, 
but his friend, Lumiere, told him the exact words 
every disheartened individual wants to hear: “You 
can do it.” Fehrenbacher said, “I get chills just 
thinking about it.”  
     Fehrenbacher is an admissions counselor at 
MC from Brandon, Miss. He is also an MC alum-
nus with a degree in public relations and a minor 
in music. He graduated in 2015 and currently 
resides in Clinton. Before he debuted with New 
Stage, the 25-year-old starred in “Showboat” as 
Steven Baker, “Into the Woods” as Cinderella’s 
Prince, “Les Misérables” as Jean Prouvaire, and 
“Die Fledermaus” in an ensemble—all at MC. 
     He described his relationship with the cast and 
crew as “phenomenal.” Fehrenbacher knew sever-
al of his castmates beforehand. Chris Roebuck, the 
actor who played Cogsworth, was Fehrenbacher’s 
director for several plays at MC. He also met new 
cast and crew members that are from different 
areas around the United States. 
     Rehearsals began in November and ended in 
December before the production premiered on 
Dec. 7, 2017. The cast and crew worked vigor-
ously for three weeks, six days a week, for seven 
hours each day. During rehearsals, the candle-
sticks Fehrenbacher wore for Lumiere’s hands 
were not prepared, so he wore Mickey Mouse 
mittens for hours throughout several rehearsals. 
Despite the rigorous rehearsals, Fehrenbacher 
said, “It’s been wonderful.” 
     Fehrenbacher admitted his favorite song from 
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“Beauty and the Beast” was “Be Our Guest,” 
which included the plays largest ensemble. 
Lumiere is inducting Belle into the enchanted 
castle, and, with help from the singing furniture 
and utensils, the building comes to life. “Be Our 
Guest” required lots of dancing and costumes 
with almost the whole cast on stage. For one of 
the dance sequences, Fehrenbacher had to learn 
how to tango. A professional dance choreographer 
helped Fehrenbacher and the actress who played 
Babette, Mandy Kate Myers, rehearse their tango. 
Fehrenbacher said he and Myers worked hard to 
improve their performance. “A lot of rehearsal, 
early on, was just dancing.” Although each dance 
was a challenge, they were still fun. 
     A well-rounded actor and singer, the MC alum-
nus felt prepared to sing in Lumiere’s French 
accent. Although MC had given him a strong 
background in music, he had never sung with this 
accent before. Because of this, he took extra steps 
to perform well, including learning all the music on 
the humming and vowels of the words. He sang the 

words with an American accent, and, for his last step, 
incorporated Lumiere’s French accent. Fehrenbach-
er said if he could portray another character from 
“Beauty and the Beast,” he would play Gaston.
     Aspiring actors can get involved in local com-
munity theatres, several options being in the Jack-
son area. Every August, New Stage Theatre has 
auditions called an “open call,” where individuals 
audition for plays occurring throughout the year. 
The performers are placed in New Stage’s database 
where a lucky individual may have the opportunity 
to audition for a role in an upcoming production. 
Fehrenbacher happened to be one of those fortunate 
actors. He went through several auditions for other 
roles, including Lumiere. After the audition process 
was over, Fehrenbacher received a call in October 
telling him that he was cast as Lumiere, and that 
was the moment that changed everything.
     Fehrenbacher’s advice to aspiring actors and ac-
tresses in Mississippi was, “Don’t be scared. There 
is always room for improvement. Get involved and 
have an absolute blast.”

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT: Miranda Robinson
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age Source: M

iranda Robinson     Everyone has a passion, and every great 
artist starts somewhere: the first time a cook 
picks up a spatula, the first time a writer 
picks up a pen, the first time a seamstress 
picks up a needle. Do you remember when 
you discovered your passion? For Miranda 
Robinson of Ethel, Miss., it was around the 
age of five when her mother would let her 
borrow her camera.
     “She taught me how to install and re-
move film and how to use the camera. Soon, 
my parents bought me my own camera, and 
I have been hooked ever since.” That love 
led Robinson to pursue a career in photog-
raphy and start her own business, Miranda 
Robinson Photography.
     Robinson explained that it was a little 
hectic trying to work the business around a 
full-time class schedule, but her passion for 
the craft and her clients keep her driven. She 
added that the venture has been rewarding, 
especially knowing that people are hap-
py with her work. “Making people happy 
makes the work worthwhile.” 
     An alumna of Holmes Community College 
(HCC), Robinson was a reporter for the Growl 
newspaper. Robinson also served as editor of 
the college yearbook Horizons, which she said 
definitely helped hone her skills. 
     “During class, I learned a lot about tech-
niques and editing that I was then able to 
apply in the field,” she said. “I still regularly 
apply knowledge I took away from those 
positions and it has made an improvement 
in my photography.” Robinson added that 
having deadlines to meet also helped her 
improve her time management skills.
Impressively, the photographer is self-
taught, having taken a single photography 
class while at HCC. Currently Robinson is 

based in Starkville, Miss., where she attends 
Mississippi State University.
     An award-winning natural light life-
style and outdoor photographer, Robinson 
has won numerous awards throughout her 
photography career as both a youth and an 
adult. Regardless, the one award the artist 
is most proud of is the Overall Creativi-
ty Award at the Central Mississippi Fair 
(CMF) in August 2017.
     “It is an award I have been striving to 
earn since I was a small child, and I am 
so proud to have finally achieved it,” she 
said. “Receiving this award was one of the 
things that motivated me to turn my hobby 
into a business.”
     Other awards that Robinson has won 
at the CMF include first place awards in 
natural light portraiture and macro photos. 
The artist explained that although she does 
own lighting equipment, natural light is her 
favorite medium to work with “because it 
is more versatile, and I like the ambiance it 
gives to photos.”
     A former member of 4-H, Robinson’s 
involvement with the organization gave 
her photo opportunities she wouldn’t have 

had otherwise. “I enjoy outdoor photog-
raphy because I get to work with natural 
lighting while also capturing images of 
beautiful scenery,” she added. Robinson 
still enjoys traveling the state to rodeos 
and livestock shows to photograph exhibi-
tors and their animals.
     When asked what she attributes her suc-
cess to, Robinson said to a lot of practice 
and always striving to learn and improve. 
The artist also attributed her success to her 
family who have encouraged and support-
ed her many endeavors. It is this support 
and encouragement that Robinson wants 
to pass forward through her own advice to 
aspiring artists.
     Robinson said to practice your craft ev-
ery day and see challenges as opportunities 
to grow as an artist. “And never forget that 
the internet is an amazing tool for photogra-
phers,” she said. “There are lots of tips and 
tutorials that can help photographers of any 
experience level improve their craft.”
     For inquires, Robinson can be reached 
by email at mirandaburchfield4@gmail.com 
or on Facebook and Instagram under Miran-
da Robinson Photography.

BY Joshua Dilmore
A&E EDITOR
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QUIZ 
RESULT

S
Between 5-9 Points:
Sadly to say, you wouldn’t survive. Maybe you’ve giv-
en up on studying, or tripped over absolutely nothing 
while running…Either way, zombies have officially in-
vaded MC now. At least you don’t have to take any more 
tests, right?

Between 10-15 Points:
You MIGHT survive. You make some good choices along 
the way, but your judgement can be clouded occasion-
ally. It’s a 50/50 chance, really. If you really put some 
effort into it, you might just stand a fighting chance, my 
friend.

Between 16-20 Points:
Congratulations! You not only successfully survive a 
zombie invasion, but you keep MC safe from harm too! 
Whether you’re battling evil forces or the everyday 
stresses from school, you’ve got this. Good job!

PEOPLE OF MC

Olivia Patch

Conner Smith

Lauren Metz

Noah Hancock

Hometown: Baldwyn, MS
Year at MC: Freshman
Major: Christian Studies

Hometown: Madison, MS
Year at MC: Freshman
Major: Pre-Med

Hometown: Clinton, MS
Year at MC: Senior
Major: Biology

Hometown: Kilgore, Texas
Year at MC: Junior
Major: Nursing

Q: If you could send a message to the entire world, what would you say?

Q: What are the things that stand between you and complete happiness?

Q: If you dropped everything to pursue your dreams, what would you be risking?

Q: When you’re 90 years old, what will matter most to you in the world?

A: It’s hard to believe, but you’re never alone. God loves you, and you have purpose. Ephesians 2:10 tells us 
that “We are God’s masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for the good works which have been prepared for us 
beforehand. That we may walk in them.” We all have things that will tear us apart mentally and spiritually. 
Living for Christ doesn’t mean there won’t be pain, but it does mean that living for Him won’t be in Vain. It 
is awesome to know that even though we mess up and fall short and fail, God still loves us. As a believer in 
Christ, I think it is awesome to be reminded of God’s undying, never failing, powerful love and mercy for 
our lives. If you’re not a follower, it is the greatest thing you could do with your life.  
And finally, pineapple doesn’t belong on pizza. That is all.

A: The thing that comes between me and complete happiness is probably myself. I have learned that to be 
truly happy and full of joy you need to find that happiness within yourself. People make the mistake of try-
ing to be happy through worldly things like money or other people – and I am guilty of that line of thinking 
– but it is never fulfilling and it won't be because you can't rely on other people or things for your happiness.

A: One of my lifelong dreams is to move to the mountains in another country and translate the Gospel into 
a language of an unreached people group there. The greatest risk in leaving the American dream and a "life 
of ease" would be having the opportunity to LIVE the greatest adventure of my life! The risks of being lonely, 
being rejected, being unsuccessful (in my eyes) and even being persecuted are all there. But having the 
chance to wake up every morning to the sunrise over the mountains, to work with everything I have in order 
to fulfill a calling, and to see a people come to know the joy of Christ, would be worth any risks!

A: When I am 90 years old (if I make it till then), I want to have a legacy of a woman who feared the LORD 
all the days of her life. I want to have been a woman who never ceased to love and care for her family. A 
woman who lived life to the fullest and lived in light of the gospel. I want to be known as a woman who 
worked hard and never stopped learning. A woman who didn’t stop praising the LORD and continues to 
pursue Him until the day she is taken to her eternal home. When I am 90 years old, I want to rock some wise 
white hair.

Tweet us your results with #ZombieQuizCollegian


